Locally and natlonal-
ly, female students

outperforming males

Michael Jacobs
Staff Writer

Two high school students
sit down to talk with their par-
ents about their report cards.
The boy hands his report card to
his parents first. His parent's
eyebrows rise as they look at the
grades. The boy has mostly 'C's
with a 'B' here and there. When
the girl hands over her report
card she has A's and B's.

This is a national trend and
has found its way to Buffalo
High School. There are more
girls than guys in Yearbook,
National Honor Society and
many other leadership-oriented
activities. Females are the dom-
inant gender academically. In
2002, after the first term, 73%
of guys had a Grade Point
Average (GPA) of 9.0 or less.
That would be a B+ or less.
Guys had a school wide GPA of
7 that would be a B-.

“Guys could . experience
more success if they take school
more seriously and develop a
more goal-oriented life,” said
Gifted Education Coordinator
Brian Harapat. “Setting goals

helps people focus on their
dreams and what they can and
will become. People just go
through the motions, and they
base their decision on what
other people are doing. It's
tough to be a leader. A lot of

people are uncomfortable and

they're uncomfortable with that
much attention. Sometimes it's
not cool to be involved, and it's
not accepted by your peers.
They don't want to rock the
boat. A dangerous amount of
males are content with medioc-
rity or put their hopes in athlet-
ic careers. The irony is that a
very small percentage of people
get an athletic scholarship, and
of those that do ‘even fewer
amount get into the NFL.”
After first term mn 2002,
only 52 percent of females had a
GPA of a-B+ or lower. While 48
precent of females had at least a
B+, and 12 precent of them had
a GPA of an A+. The GPA over
last year was more alarming.
Of the males over the

Achievement
Continued on page 3
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National Honor Soclefy mémh‘ers are getting ready for the food drive.
The NHS annual Food drive is this week. All the food that is collected
goes to the Buffalo Food Shelf. Students bring in items to their fourth

block classes where NHS mer

s pick up the food snd count it,

Karen Baker
Staff Writer

Ben Blizel went to the Wells Fargo bank

$15.
“ took a w1thdrawal shp because I did-

gave them the slip and they asked for my
and I was getting anxious because my friend
was waiting for me. Then someone put their

Buffalo Police Department.”

he was being arrested for bank robbery.

Blizel. “ You didn't hear anything at all. It
was quiet. There was no beep from the cash
register, nothing. Everyone was just staring

mou

at Cub Foods in Buffalo on October 6 to get :

n't want to use my atm card,” said Blizel. “I

driver's license. It was taking them a while

hand on my shoulder and I thought it was my
friend, but turned around and it was the

~ The police placed Blizel, a senior, in
handcuffs, read him his rights, and told him -

“Everyone was looking at me,” said

at me w1th wide open eyes and a wxde‘

Buffalo student arrested for bank robbery

Blizel's account number, the teller acciden-
tally pressed the silent alarm. When the silent
alarm was triggered, the back door opened

automatically and the bank received an

immediate phone call from the police. No
one at the bank answered the phone.

Next, the police called Cub Foods and
“an employee there said nothing was wrong.

However, the police came anyway. The

policed apprehended Blizel and arrested him ,

for bank robbery.

 robbery,” Blizel said. “I was just sitting there

trying to get money out.

“People were like 'no, nothﬁag happened ‘
here.' Then they werg running around trying
to sce where an alann went off. One of the

ladies looked at the teller that I was at and

saw that the switch was flipped. They said

that the silent alarm was like a box you have
to put your finger into it. I don't know how he
could have done it with his feet. It makes me

- mad that it happened.”
Dunng the time that he was 1ookmg up

The police released Blizel after 15 min-

“The last thing on my mind was bank ‘g0 o B0 S g o reenacts what he went |

~ through when he was falsely arrested for bank

! teller accidentally turned on the silent alam
Photo by Kaisha Tracy =~

robbery. Blizel was arrested after a- bank

utes of being interviewed.

“I had a nice talk with the WBHS Fargo
President,” Blizel said. “ He called me up on|
Friday and apologized and said he didn't
even know about it until Friday. I went down
and got to meet him and we just talked about
what happened. He was a very nice guy. I

made a very good friend.”

New program
coming to BHS

Taylere Peterson
Staff Writer

Next year there will be changes for the
incoming ninth and tenth graders. This month,
applications for the new Arts Magnet School
will be sent out, and next year ninth and tenth
graders will have a chance to be a part of this
program. :

The Arts Magnet Program (AMP) is
aimed and designed for students that are inter-
ested in the arts. There are 4 strings of Arts in
the program: Visual Arts, Performing Arts
(Dance, Music, and Theater), Literary Arts,
and Media Technology. These will be assorted
around the usual, but art infused, classes such
as Math, Science, Social Studies, and English.
The program will draw students from other
districts as well as students from BHS.

Art Teacher Sheri Tamte, the coordinator
of the AMP, said that it is a chance for students
to “pursue their passion”. It will also “create a
community where students can feel like they
aren't alone”.

The AMP will be located in the
Tech/Business center, and there is the possibil-
ity of a computer lab being devoted to the
Media String. The teachers that will be apart of
the program include English Teacher Dave
Robinson, Math Teacher Stacey Nordgren,
Science Teacher Ed Cox, Business Teacher
Mark Olsen, Art Teacher Jen Follstad, Music
Teacher Scott Rabehl, Theater Teacher
Melissa Bertsch, and Physical Education and
Dance Teacher Martha Driscoll-Nelson to list
a few.

Students will not only learn from an
artist's point of view, but they will also be
introduced to new forms of art and learn how
to give and receive criticism. Along with
teachers, students will receive lessons from
outside artists. Poets and dancers will come for
a couple of days out of each term.

There will also be the opportunity for
additional after school classes, like a garage
band, song writing, fibers and glass bead art,
and Tech Theater. If the activity is successful,
there is the possibility that it will be added to
daily class time.

The 120 students that will have the chance
to be a part of the arts program will be picked
in a a lottery process. Students who receive a
brochure and application can fill out an appli-
cation if the program interests them.

The AMP brochure explains, “On January
27, 2005, a professional company with expert
experience in the lottery process will enter the
applicants into a computer and will randomly
select students for the program.”

On the week of February 15, the parents
will be notified if their child was chosen.

“We're going to be bursting at the seams,”
said Tamte. .
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Sara White
Staff Writer

Test after test is passed
down the rows, no noise, but
the: harmonious scratching
of Number two pencils. It is
not a college classroom, not
a high school, and not even a
middle school. The sights
and sounds are that of ele-
mentary children. They are
being tested to find any gift-
ed talents and abilities. This
process continues up into
middle school, but with each
passing year the emphasis
on the Gifted Education
Program grows weaker.

Gifted Education is not
a required service in
Minnesota. Funding for the
program is usually the first
thing to go when money gets
tight.

“It’s really frustrating,”
said senior Zach Pecarina,
President. “They don’t think
of the other side of the spec-
trum.”

A fully staffed Gifted
Education Program is rare in
a high school environment
and drop out rates in gifted
education students are high-
er then average.

“Without the enrich-
ment program gifted stu-
dents learn to become satis-
fied with mediocrity,” said
Gifted Education Advisor
Brian Harapat.

Starting in November of
last year Buffalo High
School has taken the steps to
make school more challeng-

News

Enrichment pogam expands

Paul Smude works on an independet study project using one of
the Gifted Education program’s new computers. The program
has been expanded to include a full time teacher with a room
just for enrichment. Photo by Katie Robinson

ing for gifted students. The
Gifted Education
Enrichment Student
Advisory Committee, in
short GEESAC, was added
to the Gifted Education
Program. GEESAC is a stu-
dent-based committee that
plans how the Gifted
Education Program is run.
“Students can be more
involved, have free expres-
sion, and take control,” said

junior Jessica Minke,
Secretary.
The members help

design opportunities that can
be incorporated into the pro-
gram. Small field trips, the

forming of new clubs, and
community service projects
are all discussed within the
meetings. A lot of the
opportunities are mainly stu-
dent run. Clubs must have
an advisor, but students
design it.

“The clubs can really
develop leadership skills and
social skills,” said Pecarina.

The clubs are open to
anyone within the school,
however, not all options are.
Independent studies are
reserved for gifted ediication
students only. The facilities
could not accommodate
everyone, so the numbers

are limited. The students
who choose to do independ-
ent studies pick their own
area to study and plan their
own course, with the help of
one teacher who is familiar
with the area of study. A
teacher and counselor
approve the plan and at the
end of either nine or 18
weeks a final project is pre-
sented about the students
studies.

“Independent studies
allow students to have
opportunities that the school
may not provide,” said jun-
ior Forrest Olinger, Vice
President.

In order to make more
opportunities happen a full-
time staff and an actual room
is now available to the gifted
program. Harapat is now
working directly with 171
students within the program.

“He’s doing a really
good job with it,” said senior -

Monica Kowalke, “I think
it’s nice we have a full-time
person to help us now.”

Although there is an
advisor for the gifted educa-
tion program the hopes are
that the students will start to
take hold of the program and
start to become more active
in the whole district.

“At most schools stu-
dents are given options,”
said Harapat. “At Buffalo
High School our students
have the opportunity to cre-
ate their own options and
that’s what the enrichment
program is all about.”

Thrusday, November 18, 2004

Sara White
Staff Writer

Between wrestling,
gymnastics, and -basket-
ball, winter drumline has
managed to push its way
out of the shadows and into
the spotlight to become
school sponsored. Winter
drumline has been at the
school for three years
already, but on Monday,
September 20 it became an
official school activity.

“I’m ecstatic, I think if
people work hard they
deserve recognition,” said
Activities Director Tom
Bauman. :

Being school spon-
sored will affect drumline

and it will help pay a salary
to the instructor, uniforms,
and busing. Students will
also be able to earn a letter
and the administration will
recognize it as a school
activity.

“You can consider
them [the administration]
as community and it’s nice
to have support from the

community,” said
Drumline Instructor Kurt
Kissinger.

In previous yearé the
school has tried to make
accommodations for drum-
line and although the facil-
ities and equipment were

School sponsors
winter drumline

immensely. There will be
funding from the school
were really pushing for it.”

open to them, they are now
there specifically for them
to use.

“Before the drumline
was just borrowing the
equipment,” said Bauman.
“Now they have a right to
it

There is a long
process involved with get-
ting an activity sponsored.
First a request is put into
the school board. Then al
proposal is made and the
area of interest is studied.
The request for drumline to
be sponsored was made in|
February with the help of]
parents and administration.

“It’s a lot to do with
the great parents we have,”
said Drumline Instructor
Andy Lundstrom. “They

Winter drumline is a
combination of audio and
visual. Students play per-
cussion instruments well
they carry out drill moves
to impress judges and
entertain the crowd.

“At first I was nerv-
ous, because I had no idea
what I was doing or what it
was going to be like, but
everyone made me feel
very welcome and helped
-me when I needed it,” said
junior David Harri.

Drumline
Continugd on page 11
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Cafeteria gets a face-lift

Caitlin Murphy
Staff Writer

The construction has
-begun here at BHS and with
the new expansions and
changes, the cafeteria area
will be affected as well.
According to Jean Bryant
the Food Service in
Manager we can expect big
changes in the next year.

“Construction will basi-
cally move the existing wall
at the posterior end of the
school outward, and expand
our [cafeteria] area out to
kind of a 'T" shape,” said
Bryant.

Among the changes
* there is a café-like option
available for kids who want
a snack after school.

“We want to have
something for the kids who
maybe have sports or work

and they want to have some-
thing for later,” said Bryant.
“It won't be anything fancy,
maybe like an ale carte line
so students can buy a sand-
wich or crackers or whatev-
er they need.”

The number of students
that attend Buffalo High
School is  continually
increasing, and so is the
amount of people in the
cafeteria.

“We're a little crowded
at the moment and I know
[the students] feel it the
most. We're constantly ask-
ing kids to move over when
they're waiting for a pretzel
or soup or whatever it is, but
then they crowd into the
other lines,” said Bryant,
“With the new expansion we
hope to add a couple of
lines, and provide other

menu options for the stu-
dents and basically gain
some space.”

Director of food service
Marilyn Splinter says that
construction may not begin
immediately.

“Right now we're feed-
ing kids and staff, construc-
tion might have to wait a
year or two. Possibly over
the summer, I don't really
have any for sure deadlines
yet, but I think students can
expect this area to be very
different by next fall,” said
Splinter.

With the whole school
changing, the cafeteria's
new look will add to its
space and efficiency. The
new cafeteria's face-lift is
only part of the massive
construction that began this
October.

Achievement
Continued from page 1

Of the males over the whole year, GPA
went down for three out of the four grades.
Only the juniors increased their GPA by the
end of the year.

Females, meanwhile, had two classes
increase their GPA over the year
Statistically, girls are out performing guys,
and teachers and administrators have been
challenged to analyze and solve the problem
in hopes of closing the achievement gap.

“The achievement reflects what is
expected and the change has to start at
home,” said Harapat. “Parents [need to] start
caring about education and not let [their
kids] take the easy way out.”

According to administrators, there may
be more than one way to fix the Gender
Achievement Gap..

“Principal [Nick] Miller has spent a lot
of time with students at the lower grade lev-
els, encouraging them to succeed,” said
Assistant Principal Matt Lubben.

The students have a very different opin-
ion on why the girls have a better GPA than
guys.

“Guys get lower grades because its
'uncool' to be smart, like girls care about
they way they look to others more,” said
senior Nicole Olson. “However, girls don’t
care about grades like that.”

“Girls make their homework and school
stuff more important to care about,” said
sophomore Laura Hannam. They take
more thought about what they're doing.”

“Boys tend to slack off to-be 'bad ass'
and create an image for themselves,” said
sophomore Laura Hartneck. “And girls

don't have to do that, so they pay attention
and work harder.”

People had some different ideas on how
long it will take to fix the Gender
Achievement Gap.

“It can happen instantly, I don't think
that females are smarter,” said Harapat.
“Girls as a stereotype play the school game
better and hand in assignments. With guys,
it's a minus. A lot of guys like mediocrity.”

“Mr. Miller has started this with the
freshmen meetings and we'll continue to
work on it,” said Lubben.

Students have different ideas about if
there is anything that can be done to help
males achieve more.

“Guys could study and look more into
their homework and schoolwork to get better
grades,” said sophomore Anne Laho.

“Have guys and girls work together
more. If the girls help the guys they will do
better,” said sophomore Samantha Polski.

Not everyone has the same idea though.

“Encourage them the benefits of being
involved with school-and they might enjoy it
more,” said junior Becca Menough.

The following information has been
provided by BusinessWeek and was written
by Michelle Conlin.

In all of the elite and Ivy League
schools there are more girls than guys. The
ratio is about 60-40, girls-guys. Now even
more girls vote than guys. This has been a
big reversal from the way it was before.

Before guys were the dominant sex
academically wise. From kindergarten to
graduate school girls, are becoming the more
dominant sex academically. Also from his
first days at school a normal boy is already
developmentally 2 years behind girls in the
areas of writing and reading.

_ooking

Allissa Doll
Staff Writer

There are many paths that can be taken
when going through life. One of the most
important is choosing a career. Some want
to be doctors or zoologist, and need to
know how to get where they want to go.
Jobs for Minnesota Graduates is a class that
helps students decides what’s right for
them. Taught by teachers Dave Macalena
and Aaron Evans this class is offered to all

towa

rd the future

students. \

“They’re cool teachers,” Said senior
Craig Ness, “the class is very teamwork
oriented, and hands on.”

~ The class covers job communication,
filling out job applications, collage applica-
tions, interviews, job skills, and many other
things to help students with finding the
right job and getting it.
“We talk about our values and growing
up,” Macalena said, “I think this class real-

Students Michelle Smith, Rayla Boman, and Katie Mielke
work on a project in Mr. Macalina’s JMNG class. JMNG is
an elective class that goes beyond the old Horizons class.
Photo by Kyle Anderson ‘

ly helps with understanding
the changes after - high
school.”

Though it is an elective

class, it is more advanced
than the old Horizons pro-
gram; taking the useful
material and making it more
understandable by tying it to
life. There isn’t much home-
work, and it is very active.
/ Jobs for Minnesota
graduates could really give
some pointers on how to
achieve goals in careers.
This class is help on the next
step of life.

will you have? Perhaps a career —
but then again, perhaps a whole
lot more.

At Concordia, academics
extends much further than
just the major you choose.
We invite you to ask tough
questions: about society and life,
faith and values. Whether your
plans are for medical school,
graduate school, law school or a
promising career, prepare to excel.

MOORHEAD

Visits Days are
Call now or find

- 1-800-6

Prepare to excel.

When you think of college, consider this.
When you're done with college, what

Expand what you know and who you are. Learn about
independence and integrity. Challenge yourself.

CONCORDIA COLLEGE

MINNESOTA

held every day.
out more online,

- www.goConcordia.com

99-9897




Page 4

Colin Tierney
Editorial Staff

I think that deep down, I knew it was impos-
sible for such an obscure, unfamiliar candidate
like John Kerry to dethrone Bush. (In fact, this
article was written on October 28th.) The
Democrats lost the election, and as the phrase
goes, we've withdrawn to lick our wounds:

There is, however, hope for a coming
offense. Deep inside their cozy concrete shelters,
the Democrats have been hunkering down for one
of the most controversial issues since Abortion:
Gay rights. The president's attempt to federally
ban gay marriage and put a stop to civil unions is
ironic, taking the power to do this from the states,
something his platform doesn't generally like. It
cannot and will not be ignored. I have researched
and read enough editorials and letters to the paper
on this issue that I can confidently say this future
battle is in the bag. Max Boot, in his opinion
piece entitled "The Right Can't Win this Fight,"
published in the Los Angeles Times on May 20,
2004, said, "How do I know? Simply by looking
at the arguments being advanced by both sides." I
have laid out an extensive--yet relatively short--
explanation of the arguments being presented by

- the opposing side of gay marriage, and a rebuttal
concerning the arguments supporting it.

Homosexuality is an abomination. This is
according to, among other places in the Bible,
the Leviticus. I've often swatted this statement
out of the equation, due to my apathy toward
what a book written 2000 years ago does or does
not permit. There is a separation of Church and
State, mentioned in an entirely meaningless, irrel-
evant thing in our Constitution called the First
Amendment, and for those who do not take liter-
ally the text of a holy book, there is nothing in the
above statement that makes homosexuality a
wrong or detrimental thing. Nevertheless, it
occurred to me that people usually get married in
churches... As profoundly solid as that idea

Opinions
Fallacy in banning gay manage’?

appeared, there was one hole, called a
Government-sanctioned Marriage (as opposed to
Church-sanctioned). For the record, our nation
indeed was based off of values explained in the
Bible and Torah. Neither of the books were, how-
ever, the foundation of all of our Constitution,
which was written by a very questionable
Agnostic named Thomas Jefferson. (Try wis-
domequotes.com, under Agnosticism/Atheism
for confirmation of this.)

Homosexuality is Perverse. It amazes me
just how many people can be so ignorant on this
subject. There are many theories, and at this
point, no one has any hard facts that can prove
homosexuality is caused by one single event or
chemical imbalance in the brain. However, some-
thing known as the Human Genome Project has
revealed very credible evidence that homosexual-
ity is partly because of inherited genes, which
places it far from perverse, or unnatural; rather,
many mammals show homosexual traits on a sim-
ilar basis to humanity. According to recent stud-
ies conducted by The Register, an online resource
library, eight percent of domestic rams demon-
strate homosexual tendencies. This is almost par-
allel to the amount of homosexuals we have at
this time in both our American and global popu-
lation (around 10 percent), and it is therefore log-
ical to assume that a similar percentage has been
around since the beginning of our species.
Primates like the bonobo monkeys, who are
openly bi-sexual toward one another in the wild
and regularly practice sex regardless of gender,
are undeniable examples of how homosexuality
is a naturally-occurring anomaly.

Civil Unions are okay, but the tradition of
Marriage must be perserved. On the outside,
this makes a lot of sense. Why go through all this
trouble to change the definition of marriage?
(...why go through all this trouble to make sure
the definition is not changed, Mr. Bush?) The
answer seems so simple, but it's much more com-

_ atté(ck\sxu;}on or in
‘htsexual transsexua}}

their i 1gncranqe, th;ﬁa o

plicated than that. In late April, 2004, Minnesota
Public Radio hosted a debate on a randomly-
selected topic, which just so happened to be gay
marriage. One of the two speakers in support of
gay marriage brought something to attention that
many just aren't aware of: Civil Unions grant
each partner approximately 30 rights; Marriage
grants each partner approximately 300 rights. I
checked it up on the internet, and thanks to
Scribbling.net, realized he was dead wrong.
Marriage grants 1,049 federal rights. Let's com-
pare those some 30 rights with these 1000+
rights. Which number amounts to more? Starting
from the top of the list at hrc.org's list of rights

Gay Marraige

Continued on page 5
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Touch-Free bathrooms
eliminates germs

Kaesa Jordet
Editorial Staff

Walking into a public bathroom these
days, it seems like the world of germs is
being battled with every advancing technol-
goical thing that can be thought up. From
washing your hands, to drying them, or
flushing the toilet, it is more like a task done
for you.

Washing your hands used to be a thor-
ough process taught to you from infancy.
The basic ways of personal hygiene are pre-
sented with basic steps.

Now a bathroom is place that provides
basically, a “touch-free” area. When you go
to the bathroom and slide into the stall to do
your business, after finishing you would
usually reach for the lever and push down to
flush the toilet. Now it automatically does it
for you. Nothing to touch.

Or what about washing your hands?
Push the button for a little soap to fall in the
palm of your hand and then proceed in plac-
ing your hands underneath a faucet. The
water is automatically provided for you with
little to no effort in a germ-free way.

Drying your hands has always been a
two way option supplied only by one in each
bathroom. The “touch-free” dryer, simply
where your hands are placed underneath it

Students [struggle with

Shannon Anderson
Staff Writer

Two o'clock comes around, everyone
tries to find where to go for AAA. Have you
ever thought to yourself where do all these
people go and what they are actually going
to do with there 20 minutes we are given.

Don't get me wrong these 20 minutes
can be helpful, but how often do you actual-
ly go for help?

In reality yes you are supposed to go to
what class you may be struggling in or a
class where you may have simply missed a
day of and get help from that teacher. Most
of the time you go get help is when a teacher
tells you that you have to come to his/hers
AAA.

The average high school student is in
the phase where you like to hang out with
your buddies and talk. In most cases you do
that to waste the absolute slowest 20 min-
utes of your life or so it may seem. So you
have to question yourself “do I really work
during AAA?” Most likely 5-10 days during
the entire school year you actually do.

The AAA I attend almost everyday it is
like seeing snow fall on a hot day in August
if someone is sitting there reading ,doing
homework, or anything productive what so
ever. I just sit back and listen to everyone
socialize on what the “main event” for the

and the warm air is rushed to service your
cold, wet hands. Or the other method with
the paper towel. No longer is cranking on
a lever required, actually all that is needed
is to place your finger in front of a sensor
and the paper towel is dispensed for you.
With all this hands-free ways that pro-
vide you with a germ free enviroment are
sure to improve the health risks that are
being plagued upon each person everyday.
Our society is a supporter of the increasing
trend of a germ free and healthy enviro-
ment. With the promotion of lysol com-

mercials and such, you get a glimpse of the
hard core facts of how many germs you
come in contact with and how to prevent
them. This just seems to be another step in
their right direction for healthier future.

weekend is, or what is going on after school
that day. It's not often when you hear a high
schooler talking about mathematics, social
studies, none the less any subject that
revolves around school. It just wouldn't
seem right if that is what everyone discussed
every AAA.

‘What would be nice, is if teachers or the
administration would just let us out of
school at 2:00. Many high schoolers have
jobs and it would be nice to have a little time
after school. Going from school to work can
be highly stressful considering most of the

_hours start at 3/4:00. Cutting AAA could

also help with Buffalo High School athletes.
Allowing more time for them to do other

~ things by getting out of practice a little bit

earlier. Being involved in school sports can
become way overwhelming The only down-
side to those solutions that many may not
like is starting school a little bit earlier.
What 20 minutes could do 20 divided
by 4 equals 5. Just think of 5 more minutes
during your lunch. Now that would be nice
especially for the High School students that

‘attend vo-Tech.

Knowing that we will more than likely
continue to have AAA. Just think next time
you are sitting there aimlessly starring at the
clock. Just what exactly you could be doing
in those 20 minutes?

Sara White
Editorial Staff

and nearly spill their milk in the rush. Why

ing to go Saturday, when usually they stay
in bed as long as possible? Saturday morn-
ing cartoons of course. Every week they

and “The Angry Beavers”, 1 reahze these .
classics that were once so important to
daily life are now canceled or redone. A

Every Saturday morning kids ali Wﬁl“
America jump out of their beds with one
goal in mind. They run to get their cereal

out of all the days of the week are kids rar-

BTGNS Ve A

Cartoons of today lack the
magic of olde_r animation

now,
There is uathmg hornhle about
any of these shows. Not every show from
when I was younger was a winner, look at

“Rocko's Modern Life” for example.
- “Duck Dodgers” is enjoyable to watch, but
 the problem with a show like that is it is

pushing other shows out of the way: Rarely

does a classic “Looney Tunes” show air
-and shows like “The Angry Beavers” are

come without fail, but every year the qual- goe, ThESe great sths are fading away

ity of the shows hecomes poorer and poor-

; imow about them. It is inevitable change
‘f‘hmkmg « dy s
- el seys o hougl . buf.ﬁq watch the process is a sagi thing. It is

generation won't

vatching childhood memories disappear
eing mplmd by mmethmg that holds

xm; ‘alue :m ones heart, exc:ept to the

g_eed show today is rare. The ca’tors cemn

Gay Marraige
Continued from page 4

from the top of the list at

hrc.org's list of rights that
marriage contains and that
civil unions do not...
Hospital Visitation Rights--
same sex couples can be
denied the right to visit a
sick or injured partner or
make medical decisions
concerning their partner;
Health - Insurance--many
employers do not include
unmarried partners in their
health coverage (of course,
this could also be solved by
creating a government-con-
trolled health insurance sys-
tem, as they did in Canada);
Spousal Privilege--an
unmarried couple can be
forced to testify against one
another in court, using evi-
dence they do not want
revealed; Inheritance rights-

-pretty  self-explanatory;
Estate Taxes and Income
Taxes--only one partner can
own property the couple is
living on, and expenses are
not shared between part-

ners; Family Leave;
Pensions; Nursing Homes;
Home Protection;

Retirement Savings; Social
Security Benefits... the list
goes down quite a ways. In
what way are people less
valuable than a “tradition?”

Gay Marriage grants
homosexuals extra rights.
I like this argument,
because it's neither true nor
very witty. The claim is that
homosexuals can get mar-
ried to a partner of the
opposite sex; therefore, they
still have the legal right to
get married. That may be
true, but if gay marriage is
legalized, no one receives
any extra rights at all. If a
heterosexual person wanted

to, they could marry some-
one of the same sex. It goes
both ways.

It is constitutional law
that the legislator cannot
make an amendment or
refrain from changing a law
that people are attempting
to amend if there is no com-
pelling reason to do so. The
idea here is that the oppo-
nents of gay marriage have
failed to come up with a
compelling reason as to
why over 1000 marriage
rights should be denied to
10 percent of our nation's
citizens. Persdnally, I think
28 million people are more
important than preserving a
“tradition” as old and mean-
ingless as slavery. There is
no way to calculate if gay
marriage will lead to other
“evils of the world,” like
Beastiality. The Right can't
win this fight.
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So, when am | ever going to use this?

Marcelle Kasper
Staff Writer

“This is stupid, I‘m never
going to use this!” For most stu-
dents this isn’t an unfamiliar
phrase. It makes some wonder if it
is just a few classes that seem
impractical or if school altogether
does little to prepare students for
the future.

Some classes teach things
that can’t be used now and maybe
not even later. Teachers will say
that it’s not about what the class is
teaching it’s about the techniques
that are learned by studying the
subject. Algebra for an example
teaches a different way of prob-
lem solving and thinking. The
techniques that students learn in
this class can be applied to almost
anything unlike the subject of
Algebra itself.

School is where most kids
learn to read and do basic math;
two skills that are used daily.
English classes teach proper
grammar and work to expand
vocabulary which helps students
become more intellectual. School
teaches students how to learn so if
there is something a student wants
to know more about they are
capable of finding out on their
own.

Students learn how to deal
with all kinds of people. They
learn about themselves by discov-
\ering what they are good at, what
they enjoy and who their friends

QR ...

are. School tries to teach students
how to respect people of all cul-
tures and beliefs.

There are classes that inform
students about the past and future.
One of these classes is History
which introduces students to the
past and informs them of previous
mistakes so they won’t be repeat-
ed in the future. Another one is
Personal finances which teaches
students how to manage money
and run a check book.

School offers hands-on class-
es like family and consumer sci-
ence classes and shop. These
classes teach skills that will be

- directly applied to life. Physical

education shows students how to
be healthy and physically fit. It
also teaches students about mus-
cles and proper stretches while
introducing a variety of sports.

One problem with school is
that some of the practical stuff is
taught to students when they are
in middle school. These things
include welding, sewing, cook-
ing, and wood working. This isn’t
necessarily a good idea because
how many 12-14 year olds really
care about that kind of stuff? By
the time students develop an
interest they are already in high
School and are concentrating on
courses that will help them if they
decide to go on to college. Some
students are afraid to take hands
on classes in High School because
they aren’t required. They feel
that only the students that are
good at the subject will take the
class and they will be the only
rookie.

High school in particular,
gives students lots of choices. If a
student wants to start college
early they can go post secondary.
Work programs and other oppor-
tunities are also offered to benefit
students if that’s what is right for
them. School shows students their
options and does it’s best to help
students figure out what they
want to pursue.

Vocational classes are a great
opportunity for students. If you
are questioning the significance
of school vocational classes are a
good way to get rid of the “School
is a waste of time” blues. The
classes are targeted to teach stu-
dents about a certain occupation

From the Book

Through the Head

And Gone Forever.

While school often feels frustrating and trivial to students, some
take out their frustrations by criticizing classes.

they are interested in.

Music students may have to
choose between band/choir and
vocation because these classes
take place during second and third
block. They are allowed to skip a
semester of music if they talk it
over with the teacher but it can be
a hassle. Some of these students
are really dedicated to music and
don’t want to give up any time.
That doesn’t mean that they don’t
want to do vocation, they just
don’t want to make the sacrifice.

There is a plus side and a
downside to school but for the

most part school really does pre-
pare students for their future. A
big part of what students get out
of school depends on the student’s
willingness to do their best and
explore their options. It’s up to the
student to take advantage of the
opportunities that are in front of
them. School can only do so
much, the students have to do the
rest. In the end we are responsible
for ourselves. Where we end up
someday is up to what we do now.
Good habits will be essential to
students and school does it’s best
to teach students them.

Has reallty television lost appeal with teens?

Amber McMahon
Staff Writer

From American Idol to Survivor
almost every evening there can be a
reality television show found playing
on some network. These days there has
been an explosion of reality moments
on the small screen creating a new
wave in the world of people's living
rooms.

When the television was first
developed families would gather
around to watch a regular half-hour
show about family values and good
old-fashioned humor, but now when
you turn on’ the television there is no
way to escape the new moments of
supposed reality.

Most of the reality shows now I
wouldn't consider reality, such as The
Simple Life, Blind Date, Surreal Life,

etc. Because in these shows the reality
isn't real, they create the drama
amongst themselves in such a way that
none of their created happenings would
actually occur.

Then there are the pretend
romance shows like the
Bachelor/Bachelorette phenomenon,
For Love or Money, Joe Millionaire,
Temptation Island, Average Joe, the list
goes on. These poor examples of reali-
ty also give a new meaning to the tele-
vision viewing of today. As an
American, I admit that I, too, was part
of its audience in the beginning,
became wrapped up in the "love"
developing between the two people on
screen. It would almost be the perfect
way to meet the person of your dreams,
a good story to tell the grandchildren.
But it seems as if the magic stops when

the cameras finish rolling, because no
couple has made it through the pressure
of the media within about two months
(with the exception of Ryan and Trista.)

However, there are some shows
that have earned my respect because of
a reason for being on the air. I do like
the shows Fear Factor, Donald Trump's
The Apprentice, Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy, Trading Spaces are a few
examples. They all have a reasonable
plot, a good amount of suspense, and
among other things I have come to
enjoy some, not all, of the reality
shows taking up the time on our telev1-
sion sets.

There's no way to prevent new -
reality shows from airing each season,
but maybe the reality show "fad" will
soon fade, but for now we still watch as
these shows continue on.
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Katrina Frank
Journalism Staff

It’s 3:00 in the morning, and he’s stand-
ing outside in below-zero temperatures,
sweating from the heat of the smoldering ash
he’s up to his ankles in. Only an hour ago he
was sleeping, although it seems like days. He
hears shouts of excitement, and looks up to
see the last shoots of flame flicker out.
Cheers erupt from the crowd that has gath-
ered around. Suddenly, about ten news crews
armed with microphones and video cameras
get in his face, and quesl:ions are blurted
from every direction. This is a night in the
life of a Buffalo firefighter. ;

Many people don’t realize how much
work goes into a volunteer fire department.
Hundreds of hours of training are needed,
along with doing demonstrations to thou-
sands of people and lettmg people know how

dangerous fire really is. Buffalo quunteer :

Community members attend a fire-awareness program pre-
sented by the Buffalo Fire Department. The volunteers hold thing about doing it.”
several events like this every year. Photo by Katrina Frank

Features

Firefighters live an unpredictable, excmng Ilfe

Fire Department has 34 firefighters, all of
which are working hard all day, every day to
make sure no one gets hurt.

“There is a lot of excitement involved in
this job,” said firefighter Brad Zitzloff. “You
never know what is going to happen next.
Everything is very unpredictable and we can
be called anytime, day or night.”

The job of fighting fires can be very
nerve-rackmg as well.

“It’s scary not knowing [anything] untll
you’re facing the task at hand,” said fire-
fighter Mike Brings. “Although having the
other firefighters right next to you helps.”

Each one of the firefighters has their
own opinions about the best and worst things
about fighting fires.

“The most disappointing thmg about
doing this job is seeing kids play with fire,”

said Chief Robin Barfknecht. “No matter -

Whax you do to inform them, they still do it.
The curiosity scares me.”

However, Firefighters
claim that this is the most
rewarding job anyone could
ever have.

“There is nothing more
rewarding than helping peo-
ple,” said Barfknecht. “
Being there- it’s their dark-
| est moment and just know-
ing 'm helping them get
through it, that’s the best

The list of reasons they

love what they do
definitely over-
rules the disap-
pointments.

“Knowing
you are helping
the community.
My favorite is
doing fire safety.
The looks on
kids’ faces when
you say hi to
them,” said train-
ing officer Todd
Rathbun. “ You
give them a hat or
a teddy bear, and
they love you for life. They look up to you.”

After 15 years of being on the Buffalo
Volunteer Force, Barfknecht stated he is still
training on and off.

“It never stops,” said Barfknecht. “I still
have to attend some basic training courses.”

Most people think that anyone who will-
ingly goes into a burning building must be
crazy. These men all have a reason for what
they do.

“My dad was on the Rockford
Department,” said Rathbun. “I was in
Explorers from the time I was 15 to the time
I was 19. I joined the Rockford department

15 years ago. I was on that for six and a half

years. I took a break when I moved, and
joined the Buffalo Department four and a
half years ago.”

The Buffalo Fire Department displays its respect and admiration for
their counterparts that made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11th.
Photo by Katrina Frank

Others have more presonal reasons.

“Its something I’ve always wanted to
do,” said Barfknecht. “As a kid, I knew [
wanted to fight fires.”

Buffalo fire Department averages 250
calls a year. The majority of these are fire
alarms are accidentally set off. Others
include grass fires and car accidents,
although it varies with the time of year.
Volunteers work 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 52 weeks a year to keep the city safe.

“If 1 were to give advice to someone
seriously considering going into firefighting,
it would be to watch your rear,” said
Rathbun. “Just kidding. I'd say ‘go for it’.
Take it slow at first, until you’re sure it’s
what you want to do. Then hit the road and
go. If you want a lot of action, go full time.”

THE MOST... INTERESTING STORY IN BHS HiISTORY!

Ground-breaking survey reveals an exciting look at the mysterious weekend lives of students

Marcelle Kasper
Journalism Staff

I approach a group of students
in the hallway with my pen and
paper ready. They immediately
become nervous and break into a
profuse sweat. Their eyes are
everywhere except on me, and for a
moment, there is nothing but
silence. They look up at me for less
than a second, cry out “Nothing!”
and bolt. T push them out of my
mind and assume the surveys I
handed out will give me the infor-
mation I need for my feature story.

A few days later, surveys are in,
and ’m anxious to read them. As I
skim through each one, however, I
become afraid of what I find...

I started to notice the situation
when I read the responses to ques-
tion Five: “Do you have any
notable experiences that have hap-
pened on a Saturday Night?” Senior
Kirsten Johnson writes: “Nope--"

The line after the word triggers my
suspicion. If it would have just been
her, I would have ignored the signs,
but others supported my growing
fear. My dear friend, Senior
Amanda Lang writes: “None that
I’m at liberty to say!” Then I come
across -surveys from sophomores
with replies such as, “None that I
can say!” or “Uh... I don’t know!”

I know what you all are think-
ing. You’re thinking that they just
don’t want to talk about their
Saturday nights, or that we have
more methamphetamine addicts in
this school than originally project-
ed. That does seem logical, but
explain Seniors Jared Walhowe
and Framns Jensen, and their
response: “None that I can remem-
ber.” It seems to be the same as
what I have already gathered in the
aforementioned answers, but it is
implying that something notable
has happened in the past on a

Saturday night.

If this isn’t enough to convince
you that something strange is going
on, keep reading. My choir buddy,
junior Becca Menough writes:
“Hmm, one night, hmm... no, not
really!” senior Rachel Ebeling,
who is a very outspoken and friend-
ly girl, writes: “None that I could
mention.” Even Sophomore Katie
Blizel appears to be in on this with
her answer: “Umm... no.”

Clearly, something has been
happening on Saturday nights!
Something dark and mysterious.
What it was, I still had no idea.

Clues started to appear in the
stack of surveys. Students were try-
ing to warn me. Sophomores Holly
Lohse and Paullina Lang write:
“Don’t be out after curfew.”

Weird things began to show
up, almost as if they were foreshad-
owing what’s to come. Sophomore
Brent Muhonen writes: “I shot a

deer, and I need a life! Help me,
please!!” Junior Megan Redlin

writes: “Hot tub confessionals!
Flaming pandas!”
Suggestions were offered.

Sophomore Eric Mietz writes:
“I’m not going to answer, but I land
tricks a lot and eat.” The part about
landing tricks and eating was really
bizarre, but appeared to be helpful.

Then the spies were intro-
duced. Sophomore Joe Crawford
said, “I go to Marci’s Dog
Grooming, or sleep in a tent out of
the Kasper residence with Erica
Vergin. I got to a friend’s house
sometimes, usually something dif-
ferent ever week.” A new place
every week? My best friend part-
ners with him?!

There’s more. Brace yourself
for what you are about to find out.
Senior Nick Jergensen... His
entire survey was about sleeping!
Of course! He becomes tired after

the hunt and has to recuperate for
the next one.

The final piece of the puzzle
was the head of the scheme. All of
the evidence pointed to the only
possible person behind this
Saturday night conspiracy--Senior
Michelle Moen. Her survey says:
“We own...”

It appears that lots of students
are in on this. Some have chosen to
keep quiet for fear of what leaders
like Michelle will do to them.
Others reach out to the unin-
formed. Spies learn everything
about their victim so they know
just how to get them. Hunters rest
for the next event. Some land
tricks and... and... eat food to stay
alive! The fearless witnesses
scream ‘Flaming pandas!” On
Saturday nights, the students hunt
the most dangerous game. I am to
be this week’s victim, and the sur-
vey says: You could be next!



Page 8

Outtakés bring eut thé be§tx

Cheyenne Kirkpatrick
Staff Writer

Sweaty palms, shaky voice and a
million things running through her head
the first morning of her new job. What to
~ wear? Did she remember everything?

Math teacher, Stacy Nordgren was
actually calm the first day of her career as
a new teacher. No sweaty palms, no
shaky voice, and maybe just a thousand
things running through her head.

"I was more excited than nervous,"
Nordgren said.

The school welcomes her and nine-
teen other new teachers to the staff this
year. But the school wasn't the only one
doing the choosing, BHS was the only
one she applied to even though she just
bought a house in Monticello.

"I like the area, I heard that Buffalo
was a great school district and I wanted to
stay close," she said.

Nordgren grew up nearby and attend-
ed Rockford High School, so she is not
entirely new to the area. She was very
involved in her high school and is there-
fore involved at BHS. She was a part of
the National Honor Society, the Student
Council, Cross Country, Basketball,

Track, Softball, Golf, and Band among
others.

Photo by Katie Robinson

. Intematmnai Falls, and fhﬁn

school calculus teacher was very
cncauragmg," said Helleloul

"Like every activity possible, I was
in," she said. "Be involved, don't waste
any opportunities."

Nordgren teaches math and will be
coaching the Junior Varsity Girls'
Basketball team. A graduate from the
University of Minnesota, Morris, and a
starter all four years on her college bas-
ketball team, she is well qualified for her
job.

"I got my major in math, my license

to teach, and I took classes so I could
coach," she said.

Thanks to the students and staff,
Nordgren's first year of teaching has been
very exciting and encouraging.

"It's been wonderful, two thumbs up,
everybody's fun to work with."

Nordgren loves her job and literally
could not think of another occupation she
would rather have.

"I love people, so I love working
with a bunch of people everyday and get-
ting to know the students," she said.

Many students mirror the feeling and
have responded well to her teaching.

"She cares about her students more.

- She understands more of where you're

Téacber

at," said junior Kelly Ross, who has
Algebra two with Nordgren. "She's the
most energetic teacher I've ever had, and
it makes you get more involved."

Even though her experience has been
wonderful thus far, Nordgren has had a
few "outtakes" in her fresh career at
Buffalo High School.

"I have had so many things happen, I
could tell like twenty stories", said
Nordgren.

After talking it over with a fellow
teacher, she decided to tell the story of the
very early days of her new job and the
staff's unavoidable first impression.

"We had a week where it was just
new teachers and to get to know each
other, they made a video of us and we had
to tell about ourselves. The guy who was
interviewing us said to just stop when I'm
done talking and he'll edit it. I thought
everything went well.

“The day comes when we're showing
these to the district and at the end they
had outtakes. Mine was the longest and
most embarrassing. My face is up on the
screen and I have this blank look on my
face and my lip is curled up and I'm like,
T think that's all I'm supposed to say, it
was bad, everybody was laughing, and
now people tease me," said Nordgren.

Since it has only been a few years
since Nordgren was a student in high
school she has some advice for the people
here.

"Say 'thank you.' People appreciate
knowing what they do is helpful," said
Nordgren. "Just smile and have fun."

Staff Writer
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have my degree, but when I came to the
United States I just wanted to teach
everyone Spanish, so I went to school,"
said Bjorklund.

Bjorklund was also inspired as a
child by playing teacher, and teaching
typing in Peru.

Bjorklund went to St. Cloud State
University and got her Masters degree
in social and human relations. She
would like to go back and get her
Doctorate. But of course, she has
another life besides school.

"I have a big family at home. I
miss my family and the whole sense of
being there,” Bjorkland said.

The last time Bjorklund went to
visit was in 1997, when she went to
Cuzco with her family.

Bjorklund’s welcome back the sec-
ond time was much more pleasing than
when she first arrived 13 years ago.

Bridget Ehrenberg
Staff Writer

There are 20 new teachers this year.
One of the new adults in the building is
Counselor Mark Jones, a 30-year-old
Rugby player who loves spendmg time with
his family.

Jones works with kids whose last
names are in the beginning of the alphabet.
He has a lot of respect for the building and
all of the people in it. He came to Buffalo
from White Bear Lake where he was noti-
fied of this job due to one of our current
teachers, Mike Beilke.

"I told him that Buffalo has a great
staff." said Beilke "I saw a bottle lying on
the floor in the hallway and before I could
get there to pick it up a student bent over
and picked it up for me."

Having a lot of kids to deal ‘Wwith in

_Photo by Katie Robinson
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Making the switch

_(PHRBto by Katie Robinson
Buffalo has introduced Jones into a new
world.
"They’re polite and they seem to
respect the building," said Jones.
Jones worked at White Bear Lake for 5

Jones
Continued on page 10

Photo by Jonathan Coward
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Students search for early college credits

College in the Schools and Post Secondary offer students unique opportunities

Caitlin Murphy and Cheyenne Kirkpatrick
Staff Writers

Mid-terms have come and gone, with little or no anxiety
among Buffalo High School students. It’s a different story for
CIS or PSEO participants, instead of a grade slip or pat on the
back, college courses generally demand an exhaustive mid-
term exam. These undergraduate advancement opportunities
are not for the faint of heart.

“CIS and PSEO, in my opinion require a high energy,
committed student, that’s responsible with his/her time,” said
Guidance Counselor, Gloria Rose. “Both are very viable pro-
grams varying to the need of the students.”

College In the Schools and Post-Secondary Enrollment
Option are programs offered at Buffalo High School; but
PSEO students attend college outside of district 877. PSEO
was first offered at BHS in 1985, and since then the program
has improved and expanded to benefit students who desire a
challenge and have exhausted their high school resources.

Most students who choose PSEO commute between col-
lege and home, or college and high school. A PSEO schedule
can be arranged in a variety of ways to best suit the student but
there is no guarantee that the most convenient schedule will be
attained. Also, though the state will pay for a student’s tuition
and any of the college course expenditures, it will not supply
the gas money needed to get to and from campus. Some col-
leges will allow only seniors to live on campus, but all domes-
tic expenses are the responsibility of the student, such as room
and board. PSEO students are eligible for music programs but
are not allowed to participate in any college sport.

All colleges evaluate the abilities of each student inter-
ested in the Post Secondary program. Anoka Ramsey
Community College, for instance, requires a test be taken on
math, writing skills, and verbal skills. Only the subjects that
are passed on the test will be given as an option for the student
to enroll in. The Post Secondary program should not be taken
lightly by the student because it will not be taken lightly by the
college considering the applicant. Some colleges will even
interview the potential students; others need only the tran-
script.

In order to be eligible to attend PSEO at the college of
the student’s choosing, usually juniors must be in the top 30
percentﬂe of their class, whereas seniors need only be in the

Photo by Katie Robinson

top 20 percent.

“I do think it will
be harder for a junior,”
said Rose, “going
straight into college after
only your sophomore
year of high school is
tough. In my opinion,
you should be a highly
motivated, organized and
responsible student to try
this program.”

The PSEO pro-
gram does not have some
of the limitations of the
CIS program. Although
college credit is achieved
by both, students can
only take the CIS classes
that are offered at the
High School.
Accordingly the credits
available for one year of
CIS could be less than
the credits available
through PSEO.

“PSEO gives you
more options; you can
get more done,” said
Janice Olsen from the
Admissions office at
Crown College. “It really
depends on the student, it
depends on how much
you like high school, if
you’re bored, or you
think you’re ready for the challenge offered through PSEO,
then definitely do it.” B

Students also gain the experience of a college campus
environment, expectations of professors and a possible year of
college finished by the time of their official high school grad-
uation.

: The CIS option was first offered in 1986. Back
*| then there was only one course offered in a total of ten
schools. This year, 28 CIS courses are offered in 62
Minnesota high schools.

“This is the kind of program that has grown
" | nationwide,” said CIS Writing and English teacher,
Vicki Cary.

One of the good aspects of the CIS program is
that the teachers and surroundings are familiar. CIS is
only a mental challenge whereas PSEO challenges the
student both mentally and emotionally. With CIS the
| student can get a feel for the demands of college with-
out as much strain and responsibility.

“CIS allows you to be at your own high school in
a more nurturing environment,” said Rose.

PSEOQ is often uncharted territory; the quality of
the professors at the college is a gamble.

| s RS S R TR
PSEO/CIS

Continued on page 14

PSEO Senior, Amanda Murphy and BHS Senior, Ryan Magee, have found ways to excel their
education in very different ways. Students may choose the programs for a variety of reasons that
could be very similar or different, depending on their circumstances. Photo by Katie Robinson

Jones worked i m White Bear
’Lake -

Jones _'Wéfkedjatf_ -
 Jones has known the sys-

White Bear Lake for 5
years before he decided

to make the big switch to

Buffalo. He left every-
one he knew to come and
start all over again.

“T like it here better

than White Bear Lake,
because it’s closer to
home so I can spend
more time with my fami-
ly, and the community
seems to be really posi-
tive about the schools
and kids.”

Counselor  Mark
tem and taken on the
challenges that face him
in the future. He knows

‘the computer and his
~ mind is very complex.

He wants to get to know
everyone in the school,

so if you get a chance go

say hello. The only thing
that Jones needs is the
big welcome from all of
the Buffalo High School
students and staff to
make him feel at home.
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Déspite age, NES is still the best for some students

Sara White
Staff Writer

Just one more obstacle and the game
will be won. The hardest level is coming
up, but victory is close. The picture is start-
ing to break up and becoming distorted. If
only it would hold on just a little longer. A
long beep is released from the system and
the screen starts flashing different colors.
The game is lost. The only thing to do now
is take out the cartridge and start blowing in
it, desperately trying to clean it out.
Although  the  original  Nintendo
Entertainment System (NES) can have fre-
quent melt downs out of 100 students polled
60 percent still think it’s better than systems.
of today.

“Less emphasis was placed on graph-
ics,” said junior Alex Dooley. “It was more
fun that way.”

Technology has come a long way since
the days of Nintendo with the creation of
new graphics in 3D and stories now offer
multiple twists and turns.

“I didn’t like running around with
block people, the graphics are much more
up to par now,” said junior Erik Rogness.
“What was awesome then, is mediocre
now.”

The gaming industry has come a long
way since the days of NES. Controllers that
were designed to fit in the hand with com-

fort quickly replaced the small rectangle
controller.

“You can concentrate on a level instead
of doing so many things at once,” said jun-
ior Nick Abel.

Less buttons were offered on the basic
NES controller, a tool to play the game and
occasionally throw at the game when it
would break down.

“It can’t save, it shorts out a lot, and
sometimes it doesn’t even start,” said senior
Mitch Grittman. “The games are really
cheap though.”

Games that once sold for over $30, now
sell for under $10. They can be found at
places like Gamestop and on multiple
Internet sites. Super Mario Brothers 3 can
be bought, pre-owned, for $14.99 at
Gamestop. It grossed over $500 million in
America alone when it was first released.

“It was the definitive plat-forming
game,” said senior Nick Costanzi. “It
expanded upon Super Mario 1 and it’s prob-
ably better.”

In the short time between Super Mario
1’s and Super Mario 3’s release technology
had expanded. Super Mario 3’s graphics
were innovative compared to previous
games. Continuing on from where Super
Mario 1 left off, Super Mario 3 kept the
same basic concept. King Koopa had taken
over the Murshroom Kingdom by sending

Cars and driving expenses
dictate how students spend

Natasha Bursch
Journalism Staff

Whether driving, practicing, studying,
or just having fun, teens all need to have a
means to support themselves. For some, that
means a job, others depend on an allowance
Or generous parents.

Of over 100 students surveyed, 50 per-
cent of students said they rely on an after
school job to support themselves. The other
half of teens said they relied on their parents
for spending money. One third of students
have been allowed to use their parents cred-
it card to make personal purchases.

“I like that my parents let me use there
credit card,” said junior Marissa Hornvedt.
“It makes my life less stressful, and then
when I’m not studying, working, or at one
of the extra curricular activities I do, I can
enjoy myself.”

Some students have a different mindset.
They like to work and feel more independ-
ent with their spending.

“I like to pay for my own things,” said
senior Alexis Garner. “It’s an independ-
ence thing.”

While BHS students may be preceived

as spoiled, the 59 precent of students dis-
agreed with that assessment. Only 27 pre-
cent of students admitted to being spoiled.

Adults and kids alike all have responsi-
bilities that they deal with. Sometimes their
responsibilities make them feel like they
might never get ahead that they are always
planning for something and it never comes.

“Sometimes I feel like I’'m not going to
get ahead,” said Garner. “I work so much,
but I don’t have that much money.”

Driving can be a large added expense to
anyone’s bill. There is gas, insurance, pay-
ments, and maintenance to consider when
buying a vehicle.

Of the 44 precent of surveyed students
who have their license, 17precent got a car
as a gift, 24 precent paid for all or some of
a car, and 3precent don’t have a car.

“I’m glad I got a car as a gift,” said
Hornvedt. “Then I have an automobile that
I can count on.” :

As students continue to embrace their
increasing independence, their reliance on
money rises. With each rite of passage and
every new milestone, students found ways
to earn the money to support their lifestyles.

The old NintendoEntertainment System, released in 1984, was as famous for its “revolutional-
ry” graphics as its epair issues and lack of playing ability. Despite this, some students still get

a thrill from the nostalgia.

each of his kids to eight different worlds.
Each world was filled with different stages
to work through. Each stage was filled with
different items to collect.

“It created a challenge,” said freshman
Jackie Laughery. “You couldn’t do things
without the powers, so you had to get the

Whether it was searching for a whistle
or dealing with technical problems, NES
can still be found in houses today.

“It just reminds me of the days you get
home from school, rush downstairs and stay
fixated to you television till your mom
made you come upstairs for dinner,” said

powers.”

Costanzi.

Drumline
Continued from page 2

Drumline existed in previous years as an

independent activity

Even before rehersals start,
preparations are already
being made. The instructors
must arrange the musical
score, which is the longest
step.  There, are "three
instructors  this  year,
Kissinger, Lundstrom, and
Heidi Lord.

It takes over 50 hours
for each instructor to com-
plete the arrangement. They
must take all the instru-
ments in the score and trans-
fer them to a percussion
instrument. The instructors
must create different levels
of difficulty in the music for
various students.

“They’ll never be
given what they can’t han-
dle,” said Kissinger.

The music they will be
performing this year is three
selections from the group

Dream Theater. They will

be “Take the = Time?
“Universal Mind”, and “The
Mirror.”

The instructors must
also arrange the drill, which
is the marching maneuvers.
They must obtain a floor
mat, backdrops, and uni-
forms.

Rehearsals start in early
November and shows start

in February.

“Drumline takes more
commitment and more time
then a normal winter activi-
ty,” said Kissinger.

Shows are performed in
school gymnasiums over
Minnesota. Regional drum-
lines perform and are
Jjudged.

“It’s an experience like
none other,” said senior Pat,
Rich. “It kind of gives youl
a sense of pride.”

The tentative date for
the Buffalo home show is
Sunday, February 20.

The instructors are hop-
ing for a minimum of 25
people to join drumline.
Being school sponsored
could get people who didn’t
know about drumline before
to get involved. Anyone
who is interested can join
drumline.

“Join it knowing you’re
going to have fun, but also
knowing you’re going to
have to be dedicated,” said|
senior Megan Bethke.

If more interest is
shown in drumline it may
help it to stay around as a
school activity for years to
come. /

“It’s great for kids,”
said Bauman. “They like it,
they’re having fun.”
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New Grand Theft Auto installments on the horizon

Mitch Biermann
Entertainment Editor

Since its release, Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas has been hailed as one of the best
games of all time. Instead of offering yet another gushing review, we at The Hoofprint have
decided to alert you to the next few installments of the series with our exclusive GT4 pre-
view section.

* Grand Theft Auto: Cornfield Edition

Take a trip to pristine Kansas as you speed away from the police going up and down
miles and miles of... flat land. Watch out, though, blow up your car and another won’t be
seen for hours. Supports: 1-4 players, online connectivity, and combine jacking.

Grand. Theft Auto: Red, White and Blue

Visit our nation’s capitol as you plan an assassination plot against the most powerful
man in the federal government: the chief lobbyist for the NRA. Also, have fun running
down puppets (legislators) in the capitol rotunda with your stolen limo from the President’s
motorcade. Supports: Tagging historical monuments, writing “Ben Dover” on The Wall,
and stealing Supreme Court Justices’ dentures.

Grand Theft Auto: Des Moines

Oh no! Timmy Thompson’s gone stole your bike! That ain’t keen! Go spit on his ham-
burger at the local malt shop. Supports: Curfews, prostitutes with ankle-long skirts, and
American Graffiti.

Grand Theft Auto: Animal Cracker Farm

Play as young Russian hood Vladimir Putin as you and your comrades seize up-polit-
ical turf in the motherland. But don’t forget to bust some caps in your rivals; otherwise
yowll have to do it all over again. Supports: Media “content control,” erecting large stat-
ues of yourself to combat terrorism, and killing all those who whisper “putting,” and
chuckle, as you walk by. :

Grand Theft Auto: Amsterdam

Spend hours looking at your hands wondering—if you are, like, a little atom in one
gigantic universe — if there are, like, miniature universes on your fingernails, man.
Supports: The munchies and staying up late watching Alice in Wonderland, over and over

In San Andreas CJ, for the first time, can recruit fellow gang members to his cause, like in
the drive-by pictured above. The following games in the series will also contain new features.
Screenshot used with permission

again.

Grand Theft Auto: Salute to Hazing

Roam the halls of the U of M campus with a large paddle in hand as you initiate young
pledges. But remember, lay off the date rape, otherwise you’ll get ratted out like your
homie Bill O’Reilly. Supports: Psi, omega, and lambda.

Grand Theft Auto: BHS

Enjoy waiting for hours at the intersection of Hwy 35 as the left turn light stays on red.
Don’t run it, though, otherwise the fuzz will give you a talking-to on why it don’t matter if '
no one’s coming from any direction for miles. Supports: FCA, FFA, AAA, and PDA.

Emily Jung
Staff)</\lr|ter

A high-school age student reluctantly
steps into the movie theatre with her little
sister. Today she must take her to a movie.
The frustrated student quietly asks herself,
“How did I get myself into this, I am too
old for animated movies”

Whether she is a child or an adult
what makes animated movies popular?
For some students animation brings out the
child within and other students favor the
timeless themes.

“I like a good mixture of animated
movies, I like the classics some of the
newer ones are geared toward the adults,”
said junior Eva Walsh. “I think that it is
sometimes good to be a kid again.”

A majority of students surveyed
agreed the popularity of animated movies
comes from their timeless themes. With
Shrek 2 (3rd), Finding Nemo (12th) and
The Lion King (15th) in the top 15 all time
box office domestic grosses and numerous
box office records broken, the popularity
of animated movies continues.

Anlmated movies provide an escape from reality

“I watch animated movies because it is
fun to get away from reality and they have
a story line that isn’t real,” said freshman
Melissa Nash.

Some students believe that animated
movies serve as an escape from reality
while others feel they form a connection
with the character.

“Animated movies are not real in the
visual sense, there is always fantasy,” said
Walsh. “Like in Finding Nemo, it is fun to
put voices to things that normally don’t
have voices. But they are real in the human
sense, a lot of characters have likeable per-
sonalities which is fun to watch.”

With the recent success of Pixar’s
newest animated movie Shark Tale
(8119,755,948 as of 10/20/04) and the
upcoming November releases of The
Incredibles, The Pelar Express, and The
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie, some stu-
dents believe the popularity of animation
depends on the audience.

“I think it depends on what kinds of
people are targeted,” said sophomore
Alyssa Danielson. “Finding Nemo wasn’t

Animated movies, such as Pixar’s Shark Tale, are setting box office records and drawing the
attention of both young and old audiences. Shark Tale had grossed over $119 million at the
end of October. Photo used with permission
directed so much toward-little kids, it was
directed toward the older groups, too.”
Coming out of the movie, the student
thinks about the fun and excitement she
experienced through out the movie. Now

she must leave the theatre. And as she puts

- the car in drive she thinks, “I really con-
nected with the characters. Animation can
teach lessons to audiences both young and
old.”
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Jolene Tokkesdal
Staff Writer

The girls lace up their shoes and prepare themselves for
the match ahead of them. They begin a match that will
determine whether they will become North Suburban
Conference Champions. The Girls Varsity Tennis team
- faced their first conference title loss last season after win-
ning four straight conference titles. However, after a sum-
mer of camps and lessons, they came back and reclaimed

the title NSC champions.
“I think the reason we are conference champs is

because everyone works off season,”’said Freshman Dana
VanBruggen. “We have a lot of determination and work
hard.” :

After their last conference game against Monticello
was won, 5-2, the girls knew they had taken the title.
“After we won it was kind of surreal,” said Senior Co-
Captain Courtney Zinter. “It was exciting.”

To add to the air of excitement, it was the last season in
the NSC for the girls. They ran undefeated (6-0 and 12-6
overall) the whole season, beating their toughest opponent
in the conference, Totino-Grace.

“It’s like we went out with a bang,”
Kendra Tregaskis.

‘Along with being the last year in the conference, it was
the last season for the four seniors on the team, Tregaskis,
Zinter, Molly Keifenheim, and Co-Captain Stacey
Naumen.

“As a senior, kind of as a leader, you feel proud of your
whole team,” said Tregaskis.

As the seniors leave for college, they leave the leader-
ship up to the underclassmen.

“There are still a lot of good people coming up in the
ranks, said Keifenheim. “We have a strong team and they
know there’s going to be harder things to come.”

said Senior
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Girls tennis reclaims title of NSC champions

Next year will present new challenges for the team. They
will enter into the Mississippi 8 conference where their
hardest opponent will be Saint Michael-Albertville, STMA.
“They are an up and coming team,” said Coach
Charley Keifenheim. “It’s going to be a battle.”
STMA is no stranger to the girls. The team took to the
courts on Tuesday, October 12th in hopes of defeating
STMA and achieving success and going to the state compe-
tition. Although hopes seemed high, the girls who had beat
STMA earlier the season in a non-conference game now

lost in sections 3-4. : ;
“We went to the game being over confident,” said

Junior Kelly Ross. “We talked too much about going to
state before we accomplished the steps to get there.”

The tennis team being undefeated this season found it
difficult to overcome this loss.

“It was a close game all the way through,” said Zinter.
“There were a lot of emotions and crying, some even threw
things. It’s hard when you want something so badly.”

Although the season drew to an end the team already
starts turning their thoughts towards the future.

“I think everyone is excited they (STMA) will be in our
conference, because it’s a challenge,” said Freshman Dana
VanBruggen.

Along with gaining the NSC title this year, the girls
also gained friendships.

“The team is great. They give us a lot of encourage-
ment,” said Naumen. “It’s cool to know that we don’t need
fans there, because the girls are there cheering from the
sidelines.”

With the NSC title in their possession and a whole new
title to pursue next year the girls hang up their uniforms to
wait for the season to come. -

Dana Vanbruggen won section finals and advanced to -

state. There, she was eliminated after the second round.

Sophomore Kathleen
Dehmer concentrates on
her return. Photo by Allie
Houfer

Karen Baker
Staff Wnter L

It’s early in the morning
and the girl’s soccer team is
collecting outside the
high school anticipating
the long ride to Duluth.

The team goes up tof |
Duluth every year at thef |
beginning of the season.

“We go up to
Duluth and play twof}
games and spend thef|

[From summer camp through the
season, Girls Soccer united, grew

~ games about the coaches on
the way up.”

The Duluth games are
not part of the conference

“It was fun playing
Totino this year,” said
Sandusky. “ A few years ago
‘we lost 22-0 and this year it
was 0-0 until there were 35
seconds left in the game,
then they scored.”

The overall record for
the team was four wins, 13
losses and two ties. Despite
the record the coach said
the team improved.

“We beat teams in our

“ We play trivia

AFTER SCHOOL MUNCHIES?

QuiznosSus

May not be combinsd with any ether dissount o offer

Buffalo Books
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' & bivision Street
‘Buffato MN 55313
. Fez-682-3147
Featuring a wide
selection of hardeover
and paperback, books, the
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beans! special orders

night in the hotel,” said conference by more than| welcome, gift certificates
senior Amanda one point, but we did not higig Waita'bte,'{r&c gift
Sandusky. “ We play lose to any one in our con- : W"“PP’W'Q- )
games and then we walk il ' ' ference by more than one 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm M-F dapets 53
around Duluth.” games. The team is in the point,” said coach Sally ‘ ; QPEN SEVEN BAY.S A WEEK
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Swimming
completes
successful
season

Matt Weatherly
Staff Writer

The girls swimming team has put
the final touches on a phenomenal sea-
son. After starting out well with some
early wins in the season, the team
pulled together to drop their times and
win meets in order to finish strong in
the North Suburban Conference and
send several swimmers to State.

“We’re a team and we act like it,
if we want it real bad, we’ll get it” said
sophomore Kailee Trogstad.

These girls have tough practices
that include swimming on average
7000 yards a practice, conditioning is
key in this sport.

“When you’re done with practice
you hurt and your tired but it’s a good
hurt” said sophomore Katie Pooler.

The girls say they win because
they work as a team even with the loss
of six seniors last year this season they
still stay a close family.

“We all get along.” said senior
Captain Lindsey Kennedy “there’s
more love then hate this year, which
was a problem last season. Everyone is
more positive and having fun.”

Swimming has not really had as
many supporters compared to sports
like football and volleyball but atten-
dance seems to be rising with every
passing year.

“Swimming will always be one of
those sports that people don’t really
care for, until people see how hard
swimming really is,” said Pooler.

“Each year the crowd grows by a
couple people,” said sophomore Sarah
DeVore.

The State Tournament will be held
on November 22-24. Participants will
include Sarah DeVore, Kate Higley,
Justine  Houfer, and Alyssa
Danielson. They will be competing in
the 200 and 400-yard freestyle relay.
Higley will be swimming the 200 and
100 free- style. DeVore will compete in
the 200 and 500 freestyle. Sophomore
Danielson will swim the 50 and 100
freestyle.

Beyond

Dreams

Boys Soccer team becomes the first seventh
seed to advance to the State Tournament

Senior Darby Ursell flies down the field making his move for the goal.

Ursell’s speed and

quick nature helped the Bison’s offense perform at a higher level this season. Photo by Rachel

Ebeling

Sara White & Katie Robinson
Staff Writers

With 40 seconds left on the clock and
the score tied at 1-1, Senior Co-Captain
Darby Ursell took one last kick at the ball
to make Buffalo Boy’s Soccer history. After
defeating Elk River 2-1 the boys had won
sections and were ready to advance to state.
Soccer has been at Buffalo for over a
decade, but this was the first time any team
had ever gone to state.

“My favorite memory was beating Elk
River to win Sections,” said Senior Zach
Pecarina. “Elk River had beat us 7-1 in our
first game and going into it we knew we had
improved, but we also knew that they were
better then us, so we had to give it our all.”

From being the last in the conference to
being the first in the sections, Buffalo had
made some definite changes in the way they
played compared to last year.

“We exceeded our expectations,” said
Senior Co-Captain James Huff. “It’s not
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Photo by Rachel Ebeling

that we did something that we couldn’t do,
we just finally realized what we as individ-
uals had to do.

The season may have ended with a sec-
tion victory, but in the beginning of the sea-
son things were different.

“It was bad,” said Ursell. “Kids want-
ed to give up and didn’t really want to play.
It was hitting us really hard.”

“We realized that we couldn’t each be
our own team and we had to work together,”
said Pecarina. “I think it took a lot longer
than it needed to, but we had to figure it out
and once we did it went a lot better.”

With the team operating together and a
game ahead of them Coach Jeff Lindstrom
gave them six words to think about: “First
card, first foul, first goal.” The team-was at
state and ready to face Park Center. :

“It was crazy,” said Ursell. “I’ve never
seen so many fans at a Buffalo soccer
game.”

With fans cheering around them and

-rain pouring down from above the team lost

0-4.

“When we lost we felt really disap-
pointed. Like you get that far and you want
to go farther, but getting that far in itself is
an accomplishment,” said Pecarina.

By winning sections the team gave
themselves a history and next year’s team a
challenge.

“We left Buffalo with a reputation. We
left next years soccer team with somewhat a
burden,” said Huff. “If they put the heart
that we put in this year, they should be fine.”
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Continued from page 10

“At the college, it's relative to the
teachers and classes whereas here you know
the classes and the teachers,” said Rose.
“You will always be at risk with PSEO. You
don’t know who you’ll get for a professor.”

CIS classes are closer to home, less gas
money, and there is less risk of a car acci-
dent.

These classes are worth any extra work
for the end result of a diploma and college
credit. CIS prepares the student better for
college than normal high school credits
because it is college material.

“They’re hard classes but they’re the
ones you’re going to use,” said Abbie
Hermerding, a former CIS student of BHS,
who is currently enrolled at Bethel
University. “The positives far outweigh any
negatives there could possibly be.”

At first the classes may seem over-
whelming, but they are not typically as
stressful as real college courses, yet the stu-
dent still earns the credit. Students don’t
regret taking the classes.

“It’s worth it; it’s challenging but it’s
not insurmountable. You just have to work
hard,” said Hermerding “...I would recom-
mend it to anyone who is considering taking
a CIS class.”

86 percent of students earned an ‘A’ or
‘B’ in their CIS-administered University of
Minnesota course, not because it was easy
but because the class requires hard work and
most students who take the classes are ded-
icated.

“I can push them to do more stuff,” said
Cary of the students in her CIS classes.

The student who considers taking CIS
classes should be willing to work hard for
the credit.

“There’s not going to be a lot of hand-
holding in these classes. You’ve got to know
what you’re getting into,” said Cary. “You
really have to be focused and have time
management skills.”

Neither PSEO nor CIS classes are the
right choice for everyone. The student must
examine their needs and capabilities. ‘

“I think it’s perfectly appropriate for|
some people,” said Cary of CIS classes.

Both programs are a great asset to any|
student who decides to participate in them.
The most important thing to consider when
looking at these two programs is whether or|
not it’s right for the individual. These pro-
grams are not available as an easy way out
of high school, or just “free college”, these
options are accessible to students who are
willing to step up to the challenge and tran-

scend their own expectations.




Rookies

Brittani Matzke
Staff Writer

In a position where it
would be easy to drag your
feet, these first year runners
really stepped it up. Literally.
Driving hard up and down the
hills of the cross country
course, this group of rookies
showed everyone what they are
made of.

Run On

“There’s a handful of

rookies that came in as
- unknowns with talent and are

now running varsity,” said
Head Coach Jill Hanson.

One rookie, Senior
Trisha Steen, was new to cross
country but knows what she’s
doing on the course. As the
girls’ number one runner for the
majority of the season, Steen
helped the glrls step it up a few

The boys cross country team enjoys bonding time before practice. Of
the members of the boys team , senior Dan Fadgen advanced to the state
meet. Photo by Rachel Ebeling

Bisn rs Counry works as
a team to pull together

notches from last year.

“Trisha’s a leader to
our team,” said Junior Captain
Amanda Trossen. “She helps
us out and acts like a captain.”

As Steen led the girls
team, Senior Dan Fadgen filled
the guys’ top spot. But not too
far behind, another rookie,
Junior Max Hanson, seemed to
be getting the hang of things.
After running well on the track
team’s distance team, Hanson
decided to give cross country a
shot and the team is glad he
did.

“Max pushes people in
practices and the meets,” said
Senior Captain Dan Fadgen. “It
really helps the team out.”

Other rookies like
Sophomore Lucas Rogness on
the guys team and Freshman
Jenna Samuelson, Freshman
Ingrid Leask and Junior
Chantal Brown on the girls’
also contributed to the varsity

‘team this season.

“All of our rookies
have really added to our team,”

said Trossen. “They
have helped us to
build a strong core
that we can build off
of.”

With so
many new members
on the team, Coach
Hanson decided that
the motto for the
year would be,
TEAM which stands
for Together
Everyone Achieves

Focusing on sticking together the girls cross
country team supported each other. Support
played a major role in how well the team did
this season.
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More.

“We have come a long
way with our bonding as a
team,” Coach Hanson said. “It’s
important in cross country to
stay together as a group. It’s
needed for races because every-
one counts on each other to
come through. They really
need to stay connected for the
team.”

The team counting on
each individual to do his or her
part may make the nerves fly,
especially being the new guy,
but Max Hanson thinks other-

wise.

“It’s nice being a rook-
ie because there are no expecta-
tions or pressure on you,” said
Max Hanson. “At the meets I'm
not as nervous so I run better.”

Each individual effort
contributed to the teams’
results. The girls finished the
conference race with fourth
place and the guys team ran
away with first place and a con-
ference championship. At the
section meet the girls took 11th
and the guys took fifth while
Fadgen advanced to state.




Kayla Ronnie
Staff Writer

The Buffalo High School pro-
duction of Picasso at the Lapin
Aglie opens tonight.

This year, new Director Erin
Walsh has chosen to use three
separate, short plays instead of
just one multi-act production. The
first is about three monkeys typing
into infinity in a laboratory, pre-
suming they will eventually pro-
duce Hamlet. The second is about
Phillip Glass, the minimalist com-
poser who attempts to buy a loaf
of bread in a bakery, and the third
play features Picasso and Einstein
meeting in a Paris café¢ in 1904
along with a third mysterious time
traveler and glimpsing the future.

Most of- the cast members
have been acting for a while, some
for their whole lives.

“I moved here in fifth grade
and my parents thought it would
be a good way for me to meet peo-
ple,” said Junior Tim Schmidt,
who has been acting for about 6
years. “And it was.”

Everybody in the cast has
- grown close. During their
rehearsals there is an air of respect
between the actors on stage and
during quiet times, as they sit st111
and watch the people on stage
intently.

“Oh yeah, look at us,” said
senior Kayleen Dougherty. “We
love each other.”

A lot of the cast members are
new this year and have added
plenty of new enthusiasm and
freshness. Even though there may
be some bad points to bringing
someone new into acting, most of
the changes made with new people
are positive.

“There are a lot of new, first
time actors and actresses this
year,” said senior Jamie West.
“It’s different to see how the
chemistry changes with different
people, of course all good. It’s
really nice to see it go so smooth-
ly.”

Although the cast has
changed over the years, the reason
for choosing them has remained

the same. The talent and commit-

ment shown at an audition is what
makes them wanted by the direc-
tor at auditions.

“I don’t really consider them
lead roles, but I guess there are
people with more lines,” said
Walsh. “I was looking for people
willing to step outside the box and
show me something more.”

As well as choosing the roles,
Erin Walsh also had the job of
picking the plays they would act
in. She finally decided on the three
short plays.

“I chose the first play, with
the monkeys, because I saw it and
loved it,” said Walsh. “The sec-
ond, because it looked weird and
un-do-able, and the third because I
read it when it was first published
by Steve Martin, who is a great
banjo player, and because I like its
off-beat look and optimistic

‘view,”

This year is Walsh’s first time
directing for the Buffalo High
School. Actors said her new tech-
nique is very different from previ-
ous directors. Also, there are a few
conflicts with her and the sched-
ules needed for rehearsals that
have caused unique situations. All
are usually waiting for Walsh
before rehearsal starts.

“This year there’s a conflict
with Erin because she works at a
different school so she gets out
later and she has to drive here, so
practice starts later and goes
longer. Getting used to a new
director and different teaching
style -- it’s tough having someone
new,” said West.

While Walsh says she loves
working as the director, she admits
that having to turn some people
down is one of the hardest parts of
the acting process for her.

“I don’t like having to have
auditions and not be able to cast
everybody,” said Walsh. “But
that’s the only bad part.”

The cast of characters has
worked on becoming their role
under Walsh’s direction.

“If the character is hard, like
you have to be an ax-murderer and
you don’t know how to be an ax-
murderer, it’s frustrating to be
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Behind the scenes at the Lapin Ag|le

Juniors Tim Schmidt, Yoloma Ngandali, and Jake Cline get ready for a dress rehearsal during the final week of
preparations for Picasso at the Lapin Agile. The fall play will be performed tonight, Friday, Saturday at 7:30pm
in Performing Arts Center. Photo by Jamie West

something you don’t know how to
be,” said Schmidt.

“The pressure and trying to
memorize your lines is hard,” said
Sophomore Aaron Anderson,
“but when you do, it’s really easy
and you can really get into your
character.”

As characters developed and
grew, sometimes students blurred
the line between the play and real-
ity. :

“I like watching the growing
of character, you see someone,
and you see them be themselves as

someone else, and you see them

grow into their characters,” said
West.

“I like acting because I guess
I'm kind of shy when I'm just
talking to someone,” said
Schmidt. “But when I’m pretend-
ing to be someone else it’s really
easy.”

“I like acting because you get
to be a completely different per-
son,” said senior Kory Bonnell.

Everybody has their own rea-

sons as to why they love to act,

express themselves in a very
unique way, and be on stage in
front of everybody while they are
someone else. When you’re on
stage expressing yourself there’s
bound to be some moments that
you will remember forever.

“As a Freshman I was cast in
a play as a daughter and a Russian
boy. I had costume changes from
boy to girl five or six times,” said
West. “Changing sexes for a play
when I had to tape my boobs down
to look more like a boy was a very
memorable experience.”

Even though there are some
rocky moments, for the actors on
and off stage they all know it’s
worth it and are still extremely
motivated to keep going. Many of
them are very much inspired by
certain people or happenings in
their life.

“My dad really inspired me,
he just recently passed away,” said
Dougherty. “He drove me to my
first audition, but this is the first
time I’ve ever actually gotten in.”

Either way, one can clearly

see that they all have a passion for
acting. Everything they’ve gone
through, good and bad, can defi-
nitely be something to learn from
and all the actors give great advice
to someone just starting out.

“Just stay loose, don’t care
what other people say. Be com-
fortable, if you’re not comfortable
with yourself then other people
won’t be comfortable watching
you,” said Anderson.

“Have fun with it. Embrace
the fact that it’s a completely dif-
ferent person,” said Bonnell.

Everybody has something
special they love doing, but until
you find it there’s always some-
thing you can turn to in hope of
finding what you may be good at.

“Theater is one of the most
inviting and will accept anybody
to participate, sports you have to
be in shape,” said West. “With
Theater there are so many things
people can get involved in, cos-
tumes, make up, set up. If you
really want to be involved you
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can.






