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Keeping the peace

Students debate dance floor behavior and supervision

Justine Houfer

Photography Editor
From the heat of the room sweat dnps

- down students foreheads. The mass of peo-
ple move to the beat of the rumpling bass
' and music. Strobe lights ﬂlcker studnets
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Team chemistry has played
to the Boys Basketball team’s
advantage as they’ve gone 5-0
in there first five games of the
season and are ranked within
the top 10 in the state. “I think
chemistry is something that
evolves; I think we have a lot
of talent and guys of high char-
acter,” said Junior Jake Duske.
The team looks for another win
on Wednesday night against
Conference rival St. Michael-
Albertville,” the game will
be held away at STMA high
school.

The required weight unit in
gym class backfires, harming
students’ body images instead
of helping. The results may
prove to be triggers as a relapse
in health problems, particularly
eating dissorders. “Such as a
waste to hip ratio, skin fold
measurements, stepping on
the scale, and comparing your
weight to the medical charts
provided.

As Knowledge Bowl begins
their season, anticipations run
high for Buffalo’s Team One,
last year’s Juniors who placed
third at State. In nine days
they travel to St. Anthony to
-compete against some of the
state’s best teams likely to be
encountered in April.

“It’ll be tough against all those
city schools,” said Senior mem-
ber Mitch Biermann, “but
we’ve beat them before and we
can do it again. To quote Rob-
ert E. Lee, ‘They’re there; we’ll
whip ‘em there.” Of course, that
was before Gettysburg, and he
lost that.”

%

Last year 22 Foreign Exchange
students attended school, while
this year only four do. Foreign
Exchange students meet the
challenge of starting over in a
new community and culture,
making new friends, and stay-
ing in touch with old ones.
“When I came over here it
was such a shock when I tried
to speak English,” said- For-
eign Exchange Student Adr-
ien Richter. “When you go to
classrooms, it is really friendly;
everyone wants to talk to you.”

Arts Magnet program draws
mixed reactions from its par-
ticipants. With feelings that the
program fails to integrate them
with the rest of the school. “I
don’t live in this district,” said
Junior Jacklyn Hedlund, “and
the only people I know are in
Arts Magnet. All 20 of us are

. kept together in all four classes

every day. So even though I’ve
gone here for a year and a half, I
only ‘know’ about 25 people.”
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Of 125 students polled about
how they would react if a policy
were to be put into action at danc-
es, 84 percent claimed they would
be upset and wouldn’t attend the
dance.

“What’s the point? No one
would go because this is how we
dance now days. If you don’t like
how we are dancing, then don’t
come to the dances,” says Junior
Katherine Camargo. “We will
dance how we want and if the
school wants to change it then we
will find other places to do it. Like
clubs.” ‘

The administration believes
that this is a discussion students
should have among themselves;
that writing a policy or a set of rules
at this point wouldn’t be effective.
Though schools around the nation
have decided to put limitations into
action at their schools dances, they
have placed these rules because of
the way their students were danc-
ing. For example Minnetonka High
School and Milwaukee High School
in Wisconsin are two of the many
schools who have taken action with
anew dancing policies.

“People are misinformed about
how this whole situation started.
Some students came to me and
some of the administrators and told
us about what was happening on the
dance floor,” said Principal Nick
Miller. “I really don’t want to get
involved with the topic at this point.
But I do think people have to think
about what the line is of how far to
go on the dance floor.”

Students debate dance floor behavior and super

Students appreciate dress code

Kayla Stender
Journalism Staff

Individuality and different styles are
scattered across the school. People can be
caught wearing anything from tank tops
and hoodies to almost nothing . The school
has given us the freedom to wear anything
that students are comfortable in.

“Our dress code is very liberal.” said
Principal Nick Miller. “Students can wear
anything that does not make references to
drugs or alcohol, and doesn’t jeopardize

- other students health, or safety. Some stu-

dents in the building work with machinery,

we just don’t want any clothing or acces-
sories to get caught in that.”

The student handbook clearly states
the expectations for student’s apparel no
bare torso is'one of the restrictions. But
with every rule made, there are always rule
breakers.

“T don’t have to deal with dress code

“violators often,” said Miller “Females are

the hardest to approach, the problem with
their clothing is often they show too much
skin. But for the most part we don’t have
problems with the dress code. I think it is
very effective.”

One hundred percent of students sur-

veyed were fairly happy with the dress code
and didn’t mind the few rules we have, but
what are the feelings of those who violated
or just don’t like the code?

“I’ve broken the dress code ,” said
Junior Alyssa Kerber “ I wore a shirt with
different types of beer printed on it, I don’t
think it’s a big deal though, you see shirts
like that all the time and no one wears any-
thing too revealing.”

“I’m okay with the dress code,” said
Freshman Jackie Finn “Our school lets
us wear almost anything and allows us to

-express ourselves and be who we want to
be.”

95

“Our school
lets us wear
~almost anything
and  allows
us to express
ourselves and
‘be who we want
to be.”

- Freshmam Jackie Finn

Top Left: Seniors Kati Pooler, Chris Banek, and Kelsey Finnvik make thier ways back to
| class returning from lunch. Banek sports his latest finds from Hot Topic a hat and new
| army belt with built in bullets.

Top Right: A group of students waits outside their classroom , with the unpredlca ble cli-
mates of the school students keep their jackets on hand.
Bottom Left: English teachers Traci Hagstrom and Joel Sqadroni walk up the stairs back to

| their classrooms after a long day at school. Teachers have a totally different dress code for
| their days at work, such as casual fridays which consist of allowing jeans.

Dance ethics debate

ée‘ chose to do it so | wouldn'’t
left out. | feel that, although
most kids do this . . . some of them
do it because they’re peer pres-

: sured. They're
intimidated,
and though
others
might think
it's okay,
they feel har-
assed, they

-Kory LaCroix

" feel offended
they feel violategg

Highlights

Biermann: I don’t want our school
to turn into what the middle school is. I
don’t want it to turn into this sort of place
where students are getting chased by the
administration all the time and they’re
cracking down and there are all these rules.
I just don’t think that’s efficient. Think

about it logically, in the sense that the more
crimes you make the more crime there will
be. The more rules you make, about “oh
this is disobedient,” the more disobedience
youw’ll have; because there’s always going to
be somebody that’s going to break a rule.
So, if you don’t want to see disobedience,
don’t make anything disobedient.

LaCroix: I really don’t think Miller
will put in a written policy. Just like he
didn’t put in a policy for hats, he hasn’t put
in a strict policy for dress code. He’s going
to get on the announcements one morning
and say, “Hey, you guys, think.” And yeah,
he’s going to enforce that, but is he going to
write it into words? I really don’t think so. I
think that it’s up to our student body to say,
“What do we value? Is this okay? Can we
not dance that way? Do we know how to
dance any other way?”

Kory and Mitch Debate: Looklng for complete debate audio and fuII transcwpt with highlights from acutal live debate
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To grind or not to grind? Kory LaCroix and Mitch Biermann battle

's not that | don’t hate grind-
.| do hate it. But that | love lib-
erty more. | think that when you
start enforcing this sort of nanny-
state mentality on people, when-
ever you have them making deci-
sions for people
it erodes
independ-
ence and
that  spirit
that drives

America, ,

-Mitch Biermann
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Preventing theft in SC-hOOI  How to protect students’va/uables

Students come to school with cell phones, ipods, and the like everyday and though the number of
theft is decreasing, teachers still get reports of missing things, even though some students will leave

Photo by Michael Lundebrek

these expensive valuables sitting out while they are in a physical education class.

Joe Mitlyng
Journalism Staff

The place in the school that things
have been getting stolen from the most
is in the locker rooms. If not kept under
lock, things like iPods, Playstation
Portables or cell phones are susceptible
to getting stolen. The period after
Winter Break is when thefts are at an
all time high because students bring
their new gifts to school. But even
during the normal school year, theft is
still rampant in the locker rooms.

“We get a report about every other
week or third week,” said Physical
Education Teacher Troy Holland.
“Most of the time they get away with
it

On the other hand, when students
are caught, there are a number of things
that will determine the consequences
such as the value of the item stolen,
whether or not they are a first time
offender, and whether or not they are
an adult or a minor. Stealing anything
below $250 dictates a misdemeanor,
while $251 and above is a gross
misdemeanor, and anything valued at
$500 or more is considered a felony
theft.

“Teens are the highest percentage
of victims of crimes,” said School
Resource Officer Glenda Ridley.
“And also the highest percentage of
perpetrators.”

With  the

holiday = season

approaching soon, the gifts that
students receive will have an effect
on the amount of items stolen within
the next few months. Expensive
electronics are the most vulnerable
because of their size and value.

“We’ll probably see another trend
after break,” said Ridley, who offers
her tips on how to keep valuables
safe. “You have to securely lock [your
locker] and spin that lock.”

But this only works if the valuables
are locked up in the locker after you
lock it.

“The students will put things in
their lockers and leave their bags out,”
said Holland.

In the locker rooms, students are
asked to lock up their valuables and
not to leave items such as backpacks or
clothes outside of a locked locker. Also
to make sure, that they don’t forget
items they bring into the weight room
or gyms during class time.

Certain codes are now being
enforced more to cut back on theft by
students, such as teachers being asked
to pressure their students into locking
their lockers and into to making sure
everything is in it before they lock
it up. According to Holland, overall
locker room thefts have dropped by
about one third since last year based on
the amount of reports being brought to
the teachers’ attention.

“The ultimate person that is
responsible is you,” said Ridley.

Thievery in the band room

come up with,” said Band Director

Tom Polzine
Journalism Staff

“My first thought is that
nothing is ever stolen; it always
turns up,” said Band Director Scott
Rabehl. “Who would want a large
shank euphonium mouthpiece, and
what would they want with it? So
far nothing has turned up.”

Thoughts like this crowd the
heads of the music departments’
staff.

Three  mouthpieces  were
stolen, one pair of timpani mallets,
and some reeds for the woodwind
instruments. This came out to be
about $190.00. The mouthpieces
were worth $150.00 all together,
and the timpani mallets were worth
$40.00.

Never in the history of the
band department has anyone
stolen as much stuff, and not been
identified.

Independent Studies: An in depth look at what individual students choose to explore with independent studies

“ 1 “lost” a six al euphonium
mouthpiece, said Senior Eli
Krumholz. “Which was the best
euphonium mouthpiece the band
owned.” :

Only small things, that can be
snuck out easily, have been taken.
Had the thief taken a French horn
the school would have lost an
equivalent of $2500.00.

“There’s not much we can do

except tell all band students to lock
their band lockers. A solution would
be to refix all the band lockers with
a padlock fixture for a combination
lock,” said Rabehl.

A few students locked their
lockers over the weekend, and came
back on Monday to find them wide
open with something missing.

“We suspect that someone
came and used our master key to
open the lockers, and then put it
back. That’s the only idea we can

Lee Kjesbo.

Band students are starting to
get very paranoid because of this

sort of incident.

“[Senior] Nick Job freaked

out when he thought his keys were

. missing, but it turns out that he just
set them down in the midi room,”

said Krumholz.

At the beginning,
thought that someone was just
pulling a prank, or that their stuff

was just misplaced.

students

Student Spray
Tan special:

g Forever Tan & i
Aqua Massage |

“You have to try this‘!\”
Student Special
30 day monthly

unlimited for Elite

beds, plus tax
ONLY $35.00

Buy one package,

“ At first I thought that K]esbo
or Rabehl took my bass trombone
mouthpiece to geta point across that
I shouldn’t leave it in the trombone
case, but then it never turned up,”
said Junior Mitch Mills.

“The thief, or thieves are being
very specific about what they are
taking,” said Kjesbo, “ They aren’t
just grabbing whatever they can.”

ackage
$15.95 + tax P &

763-682-6037
Located next to Wal-Mart in Buffalo
www.forevertanbuffalo.com

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm ----
Friday 8:30am-7pm ---- Saturday 9:00am-4pm ----
Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm

register for one free I

I
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Emily Anderson
Journalism Staff
Leaning back in his chair with a broad

grin on his face, Senior Derek Magee,
spokesperson of the Buffalo Knowledge
Bowl team, laughs at the suggestion that
Knowledge Bowlers sit around reading the
dictionary for fun.

“If ’'m really bored, I’ll read Wikipedia,”
he said. The tall, lanky Magee began
Knowledge Bowl in sixth grade, but took
freshman year off to join a sport before real-
izing he wasn’t athletic.

Never a tremendous strength, physical
prowess—or the lack of it—is something KB
members share.

“For me, it gives me a chance to compete
without being athletic,” said Senior Andrew

Burns, “because I’'m definitely not athletic.”

Atlastyear’s State Competition, Buffalo’s
Team One (the KB “team” actually functions
as several small teams at meets) took third
place—the highest finish in the activity’s his-
tory. Math Teacher Peggy Pasche, in her 17®
year of coaching, ranks it as one of the most
memorable moments in her entire career.

“When the team I took to State last year
got third, it was the highest we’ve ever got-
ten. It was a great feeling,” said Pasche. “Plus
this was a team of all juniors, which wasn’t
true for most of the other schools at State. So
they’re back this year, and we want to go to
State again.”

amid high hopes to
place well at State,
finds fun, challenge

Team One, now Seniors—Magee, Burns,
Mitch Biermann, and Sam Stone—returns

this year in hope of repeating, or beating,

their performance of last Spring.

“Last year, we got third at state, and that
was huge for me. This year I hope we do as
well or better than we did last year.” 4

But with State still far off in mid-April,
Knowledge Bowlers list KB’s social aspect
as their main reason for joining.

“I just enjoy the people and the prac-
tices,” said Magee. “We basically spend a lot
of time sitting back and laughing. It’s very
laid-back compared to most organized activi-
ties. It makes it easier, because then it’s not

- as stressful.”

- In addition to basking in the non-tradi-
tional nature of their practices, members feel
a need to rebut the notion that Knowledge
Bowlers are intellectual élites.

“People = automatically think we’re
geniuses or something,” said Freshman Tyler
Schenk. “We have lives, too. I just love com-

peting in general. It’s not all just about being

smart.”

On the Tuesday before break, KB for-
mally began its long season (early December
to late April) by completing the St. Anthony
Tournament’s written round. State anticipa-
tions run high as Buffalo’s Team One and

Two compete in the tournament against many

non-section foes likely to attend, and play
well at, State.

Photo by Kiersten Rogness

From left, Sophomores Jordan Haglund, Elizabeth Logas, and Nicole Groenke compare an-
swers to a question fired by Junior Varsity Coach Dough Voerding. For JV members, Knowl-
edge Bowl is an opportunity to follow in the footsteps of years of State Varsity teams.

Photo by Kiersten Rogness
Senior Zach Benjamin struggles with a question during practice while Seniors Andrew
Burns and Mitch Biermann ponder it behind him. Although Knowledge Bowl practices
are relaxed compared to athletics or other activities, members still play competitively in
preparation for the real thing. :

Photo by Kiersten Rogness
Knowledge Bowl’s veteran leader and Coach Peggy Pasche reads questions during a
practice leading up to next Friday’s tournament in St. Anthony. Pasche hopes the tourna-
ment will offer Buffalo’s top teams a chance to skirmish against some of the state’s best
teams, their likely competition if they advance to State in April.

——Activity Brief: ; :
Biermann makes Nationals in Student Congress

Senior Mitch Biermann will be attending the National Forensics League Student
Congress Tournament in mid-June of this year. Biermann qualified at the Minnesota
Northern Lights District Qualifying Tournament. Student Congress blends aspects of
Speech and Debate with parliamentary procedure. He was nominated by judges and
scorers of the event and was selected by a vote in his chamber. “I really love the two-
way system of qualifying,” he said. “It rewards speakers both for good research skills
and the ability to entertain an audience, which for me usually means making fun of
people I disagree with. It’s good that there’s an activity where both of my main skills can

be on display.” Biermann is the first student from Buffalo to compete in the event.
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Students take advantage of administration’s trust

Eye of the Bison
Hoofprint Editorial
Despite trust in-
stilled
in stu-
dents
by the
ad -
minis-
tration,
some
students
continue
to push the lim-
its of the system.
Among disrup-
tions, students
grind at dances,
violate the dress
code, wander the
halls during class time and use
the internet inappropriately.
Regardless of the already
lax dress code, students dress in-
appropriately for school. Rather
than appearing ready to be edu-
cated, students focus on attract-
ing members of the opposite sex
with their clothing - often times
to the point where it is offensive.
If teachers came to school in
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mini skirts, baggy jeans or low

cut tops, parents would be call- g

ing. Yet, students who would be offended by such a dis-
play, do the same, if not worse.

At dances, some students ‘grind,” rubbing against
each other in a sexually explicit display that disrespects
those surrounding them. Rather than enforcing a policy
against it, the administration attempts to encourage stu-
dents to stop and think about their actions and choices.
Instead of doing this, students ignore warnings on the
announcements in the morning, practically asking for a
policy to be put into practice.

The school provides many resources for students to

use for their benefit, one of the main ones being the Inter-
net. Some students choose to use proxies, rather than do
work, and play flash games rather than use computers to
finish assignments. In the morning in the library, a row of

“computers is often taken by several students playing the

online multiplayer game Runescape rather than freeing
up the computers to those who do not have the Internet at

“home with which to do research and e-mail teachers. Ob-

viously, though, there will be a student always breaking
the rules. The students who take advantage of their privi-
leges are usually the ones that complain the loudest when
they force administration to take action against them.

Students need to take the time to use common sense,
and to realize how their actions could affect the student
body. The administration has shown through a long his-
tory of respect for students and student expression that
they aren’t actively searching for ways to limit the rights
of students. The only time that restrictions are made is in
response to abuse by students.

As a student body, we need to become better at polic-
ing ourselves, in order to keep the many privileges that
most of us take advantage of, and understanding the rea-
soning behind the decisions and policies of administra-
tors.




Friday, January 5, 2007

Opinions

The Hoo rint

In both the re-
quired classes of 10th
grade Health class and
|10th grade gym, there
lis a unit set aside for
tudying weight. What
is a healthy weight?
How is it achieved?
And are you there
right now? As any-
one who has been
through those classes would know, there is
a day dedicated to doing all sorts of tests to
analyze your weight. Such as,the waist-to-
hip ratio, skin-fold measurements, stepping
on the scale, and comparing your weight to
the medical charts provided. For students
who struggle with an eating disorder, this
day holds a certain dread.

One third of all high school girls strug-
gle with some form of an eating disorder.
When stats like that are heard, students don’t
realize that this means their own school.
They think it is somewhere else in the nation
or state. But, for every three girls they see
walking through the halls at Buffalo, one of
them has some kind of eating disorder. What
they look like doesn’t matter. The waiting
rooms at the Eating Disorder Institute in
Methodist Hospital are not only filled with
sickeningly skinny girls. “Normal” looking
girls could be in just as much danger as one
who has starved herself to half of her origi-
nal weight. Super thinness is not a require-
ment of an eating disorder.

Anorexia and bulimia are not the only
forms of disordered eating. Anorexia ath-

Emily Wick
Guest Writer

Welghlng the optlons

bu , and a combination
of all of those make eat-
ing disorders very broad
and very powerful, striking
every person in a different
way.

If one out of three girls
that go through Health 10
and Sophomore Physical
Education struggle with
an eating disorder, it is
not wise to force them to
step on a scale and look at
charts that may tell them
they are overweight..

Imagine a girl who |

struggled with bulimia,

Gym class requirements cause

distress, student health problems

ing good about recovery and hadn’t vomited
in a month. And now she finds she is “over-
weight” according to the medical chart, al-
though her doctors tell her she is at the per-
fect weight. These charts and measurements
don’t take into account that she is now eat-
ing normally. They don’t take into account
the way her metabohsm is learning how to
work again.

They don’t
make sure she
knows  that

| being healthy
1 is more im-
#l portant than

being thin. Being faced with numbers ane
comparisons while in recovery for an eat
ing disorder can cause relapse. The way
that this aspect of health classes has trig
gered eating disorder thoughts and behav
iors would probably shock those who ar:
teaching it.

At this point in their lives, student
know whether they are at a healthy weight
The chances are that those who are over
weight know it and think about it ofter
enough without having to get it confirmed a
school. Those people struggling with thei
self-esteem and weight issues do not nee«
another voice telling them that they need t«

skip lunch that day and op
or a Diet Coke instead.
Removing thi:
ubject from the health ane
tness curriculum make
sense. Healthy eating habit
and exercise should still b
‘Jincluded, because a health;
(', ifestyle is important for eve
B [ryone. But bringing out thos:
ape measures and scales i
just another way that societ
ftells high-schoolers with dis
ordered eating that they neec
o0 lose weight. School shoulc
not enable or encourage thi:
behavior. Though they migh
'i- doing it unintentionally
hat doesn’t change the fac

' Athat it is happemng
e

went and got help, was feel-

artoons by Kelsey Bergman

letica, compulsive over-eating, exercise

Strivi ng 'tO be Sk| N ny Images of thin models provide motivation to react

lower weight goals

Why do people think
skinny models in fash-
ion magazines are such a
 big problem? It is better
hat we use girls that are

Guest Writer ~ models, when in reality

maybe they are actu-

ally helping girls. With the obesity trend just

seeming to get worse, what harm is it going
to do to a girl to look up to someone that is in
better shape then she is?

Obesity is a major problem. Rates of
obesity have tripled over the last twenty years
in teens, and women are more likely to fall
victim to this trend then men. Women’s
plus size store Lane Bryant is expected to
increase its number of stores from 650 to
1,000 in 5 years. The women’s plus size
market now makes up a quarter of women’s
clothing sales.

Nothing makes me want to look good
more than seeing a girl in a magazine that

smaller n these _maga- 2

: ing fash1on magazines
Anna Frenette out to be such bad role }

Popular magazines, such as the ones shown, contain images of models and celebrities show- -

ing the teens who read them images of “in shape” women.

Google Th|s Mlsuse of Google threatens limits of access

................................
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looks really good. So if we begin to associ

B ate being smaller with looking good, we wil

also begin to understand that in order to lool
like that, we need to make changes to look lik
that. The media has been saying that being
bombarded by that image is bad for girls, anc
that it gives us ‘poor body image’. Mayb:
‘poor body image’ is really us understanding
that we are not doing all that we can for our
selves.

All of the things that the media is domg t
help don’t seem to really be reaching teenagers
When I watch the news all I see are program
for adults to help their kids lose weight. Bu
most teenagers do not eat at home that much

| and since when have teenagers been know:

for listening to their parents? So by the tim
that a girl is the age to really be paying at
tention to fashion magazines, she is probabl
beyond her parents help. She is making deci
sions herself, and if she decides to be smaller
‘those fashion magazines can help. You car
almost always find a diet and exercise plar
that is good for you, and not over the top. Sc
possibly the cure for obesity could be founc
in fashion magazines.
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Paige Brummer
Journalism Staff

Last year 22 foreign
exchange students attended
our school, this year only
four. We chose to invite
foreign exchange students to
attend here for many years.
Schools may choose not to
have them a part of their
school and community, most
schools do.

“They enliven and enrich
our student body,” Counselor
Mary Lynn Leff said, “They
bring another viewpoint, a
foreign opinion, or influence
for us to learn from.”

There’s been a variance
of exchange students from
year to year, and as Leff said,
there is always a learning
experience.

of things. They look at
international affairs from a
different view then we do. We
learn about different cultures,
ways to dress, and their food,”
said Leff.

Leff hopes that the
exchange students learn
American  students  are
generous and kind and that
international - relationships
improve between countries.

Arriving in America,
hard or not, we wanted to give
them the best experience they
could get. For this reason they
became enrolled as seniors so
they experience prom, and
celebrate graduation.

“One of the hardest
things for an exchange student
is coming to a school where
friendships have established

3 Photo by Andrew Melchert
Foreign exchange students Adrien Richter,
Max Resh, Aroon Korn Thongsawang and
PoYee Cheung answer questions during
an International Club meeting. Each year
International Club has AAA gatherings

13 ‘We

learn all

kinds

over the years,” said Leff.

featuring excahnge students.

About the students

Adrien Richter

Richter is an 18 year-
old exchange student from
France. Thinking English
would be good to learn he
started it four years ago, but
the learning style in France
focused on writing and little
speaking.

“When I came over here
it was such a shock when
I tried to speak English,”
Richter said. “When you go
to classrooms, it is really
friendly; everyone wants to
talk to you.” '

Richter came from a
school that had 400 students
from three grades; each
grade had five classrooms.
For the past couple months
Richter said he has become
more and more excited for
this experience. Richter felt
scared leaving his friends and
family; he’s going to miss his
girlfriend and friends most.

“It was really cool
because if you weren’t
excused from class, they
didn’t try to catch you and
punish you. They just told you
that you were only working
for you and your future.”

Now a part of our
community, he realizes how

our countries differ. Richter
can’t drive until he turns
18 years old in France, so
everyone would be on there
bikes going from place to
place. It was uncommon to go
“down town” with friends.

- “Tt is, just
wonderful community. You
can do what you want; there
aren’t a lot of restrictions.”
Po Yee Cheung

Cheung,” an exchange
student from Hong Kong,
came to help her enter a
carrier as a veterinarian.
Her first choice was to go to
England, but only being 17,
they wouldn’t let her go; just
too young.

Cheung, with no choice
where she could be placed,
received Minnesota. Students
were able to choose what
country they would be
attending but could not be
in a city in New York or
California. :

Cheung started learning
English at the age of six.
Now 17, she is getting
the experience she always
wanted.

“Schools are bigger
here,” said Cheung, “There
are a lot more teams here.”

such a .

Basketball, ping pong,
and boys volleyball; the
sports that Hong Kong
chooses from. In sports we
get one on one attention with
the coaches, but do we get
that in school?

“In Hong Kong there is
more one on one attention [in
school].”

Cheung had the same
people in all her classes; no
block scheduling like we
hold at our school. They are
allowed an hour for lunch to
socialize and hang out with
friends. ;

Cheung’s going to miss
her friends the most. Cheung
can’t see her family for one

year. She keeps in touch with
her family by phone.

“Excited,” said Cheung,
“but a little bit scared too,
because I [have to] leave my
family for one year.”

Max Resch

"Resch is an exchange
student from Germany trying
something new. He decided
to learn English when he was
on a trip and saw Americans
walking, thinking it was
different.

It took Resch five years
to learn English. Now at
age 16 he finished school in
Germany and now starting it
here again.

Germany supports small

-other

schools, but they hold thirteen
grades. However, no middle
school, a school from grades
five to thirteen. Here, students
choose elective classes, in

.Germany they can’t choose,

they are assigned.

Resch enjoyed being on
the soccer team, as Germany
has no sports teams.

Aroon Korn Thongsawang

Thongsawng is a 16 year-
old foreign exchange student
from Thailand who has been
studying English for seven
years.

Thongsawang said he
was really excited to meet
exchange students
going through the same thing.

He was scared at first, it w
hard to get the message acro
when talking.

“Theteachersarenicear
they help me,” Thongsawai
said “the students are al
friendly to me.”

He’s going to miss h
familythemost. Thongsawar
gets to talk to his parer
once a week. They talk abo
school, his host family, ar
things that happen while |
stays in America.

“My host family is ve

_ caring, they help me wi

anything,” said Thongsawan
“I want to learn America
culture and bring my cultu
to America.”
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Foreign Exchange student Max Resch listens to English
Teacher Tracy Hagstrom’s lecture on Julius Caesar in 10th
Grade English. Resch is also taking Physical Education, Art
and American History.

Photo by Kayla Gold

PoYee Cheung

Age: 17 ‘

Country: Hong Kong, Chma

‘I'm excited, but a little bit scared tfoo, because .
| [have to] leave my famlly for one year |

Photo by Grace Ruzicka

Max Resch
Age: 16
Country: Germany
Years Studying English: Five
School Sport: Soccer

Photo by Justine Houfer

Aroon Korn Thongsawang

Age: 16

Country: Thailand

“The teachers are nice and they help me, the
students are also friendly to me.”

Photo by Kayla Gold

%

Thongsawang examines a model in electricity d‘ass}ii
Bottom: Junior Phillip Reed and Foreign Excange

student PoYee Cheung work on projects with Math
Teacher Carlton Urdahl during calculus. =

Photo by Kayla Gold

Photo by Kayla Gold

&

Photo by Kayla Gold

oae,

Photo by Justine Houfer

Photo by Kayla Gold
Top: Foreign exchange student Max Resch works out
on an eliptical machine during gym class. Bottom:
Foreign exchange student Adrien Richter works during
Economics. Richter is also taking American History,
Personal Finance, and Law and Order.
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Ryan Douglas
- Journalism Staff
The pencil, the most overworked

and under-appreciated tool in the
school system today. Although
technology has become prevalent,
the pencil is still considered a
necessity and plays a vital role in the
society of schools. However, with
mechanical pencils, convenience
becomes a factor. With no need
to sharpen, students don’t have to
worry about the lead. Even with that
in mind, some students prefer the
standard Dixon Ticonderoga over
~ any competitors.

“My friends and I have a game
to see who can steal the most from
each other,” said Senior Karl Olson.
“They always take them from me,
but it doesn’t matter because I got
like 50.”

“I steal them from Karl all
the time,” said Senior Darrin
Olmscheid. “All you need is a quick
little swipe when he’s not looking.”

There are different types of
Ticonderogas made, and Dixon (The
production company) says there will
be many new exciting pencil related
products coming out in 2007.

Pencils currently being made

by the company include; The

Sunit
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TRIconderoga,” which is in the
shape of a triangle, and the black
Ticonderoga with the black eraser.

“NeverleaveablackTiconderoga
alone on a table,” said Junior Bill
Kane. “It will get stolen.”

English teacher Joel Squadroni
orders special Ticonderogas that you
can’t buy at the local Wal-Mart.

“My favorite pencil to write
with is the Dixon Ticonderoga 2.5,”
said Squadroni. “Which has harder
lead than your average number two
Ticonderoga. I use a Ticonderoga
because the pencil is a writing tool,
and a carpenter uses a better hammer
to do his job”

Although a pencil can’t make
an essay any better, it may instill
confidence to the writer.

“I think my thoughts are more
clear and I don’t have to worry about
breaking the lead,” said Olson

“Pencil tricks are easier to
do with Ticonderogas too,” said
Olmscheid. “The weight is more
balanced.”

Priced around the same as regular
pencils, Ticonderoga consumers feel
that it is a better pencil.

“It’s the worlds greatest pencil,”
said Olson. “It even says so on the
box Zie
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Holidays in school

Christmas decorations in school building
provoke both support and ethical questions

from students

Whitney Orr
Journalism Staff

Thanksgiving break ended so now
the school goes for another Winter break.
Seeing the Christmas tree in the front
office gets staff and students ready for
this next holiday break. Many public
buildings hesitate att the thought of
displaying decorations for the holidays
because of the holiday’s often religious
context.

“We have different students of
different backgrounds come to this
school,” said Principal Nick Miller. “We
include all holidays to keep the school

happy.”
Of 80 students; 50 percent decided

that any holidays should or could be

displayed in school.

“Valentine’s Day is my favorite
holiday,” said Junior Jamie Pester. I
would dress up like cupid spreading
flowers and hearts everywhere.”

Fifty percent of the 80 students of
thought dressing up for the holidays as
a childish act.

“T don’t dress up”, said Sophomore
Eric Kolasa. “It’s unnecessary.”

Although Holidays aren’t

emphasized at all in school, students
decorate their lockers and bring goodies
for themselves or the ones important to
them if they want.

Photo by Kayla Gold
“I bring gifts or candy to people that
are important to me said Junior Andiy
Johnson, little gifts and chocolates, it’s
a good excuse to show people that you
care.” '
Students bringing holiday treats may
think this is harmless and inoffensive;
though other students could be offended
by the decorations.
An example of a situation like this

‘occurred in Pennsylvania. The. school

had a multicultural committee, so they
decide to set up a display with a Creche,
a menorah, and a Kwanza scene for
Christmas. Students who seen the créche
thought it was too religious, the principle
ordered the créche to be removed form
the school, The Supreme Court dealt
with cases like this prior to this one.
Many students could not care that
decorations affect others, and some could

-care that we should save the decorations

for home.

“Tt’s school,” said Kolasa. “Teachers
and students shouldn’t slack off and be
more generous because of the holidays.”
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fering for it every day.”

About 20 percent of
Arts Magnet juniors said
they joined to see what the
program was about, or be-

Caltlln Theisen

o l i e’re like guine

pigs,” said Junior Heathe

Mero, who is part of
Arts Magnet program whic

n Arts

said Kanaw-

L ) yer. “Icouldn’t
Magnet] is still focus; things
c in its first years just weren’t as
S and there are a
lot of flaws,” For those
Mero said. . : inclined, Arts
Arts Magnet is designed Magnet provides experi-

to create diversity in th ‘the same -ences in the diverse field of

school and classes, and class y don’t make.. arts that are otherwise hard
sizes at present are small, cific electives for us, and  to come by.
and since separate grades  jpg not like we can’t take “I’d only recommend it
have separate classes, stu- pnoma] electives. It’s just a  to certain people,” said Jun-
dents see only the few others  gifferent way of learning.”  ior Melissa Knott. “Some
in their grade in each core Some students feel oth-  would like it and some we
class‘.‘ ers may not be joining the lutely |
”I don’t live in t]:us dis- program for:.w at
trict,” said Junior Jacklyn -
Hedlund, “and the only peo- :
ple I know are in Arts Mag-.f
All ZODfusarek t

Above:Sophomore
Kaehler Reitz works stu-
diously on her still life in
Drawing 1. Left: Sopho-
more Karen Merrit jokes
around with Sophomore
Zach Stueve during class.
There are 21 -eleventh
graders, 55 tenth graders,
and 68 with freshman
and sophomores in Arts
Magnet.
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Recently released on DVD, Talladega Nights: The Ballad of
Ricky Bobby presents viewers with its own form of comedy

Dylan Mansur
Graphics Editor

Talladega Nights: The Ballad of
Ricky Bobby proves to be another
shining example of why Will Ferrell
is one of the greatest comedic icons
to date.

It isn’t long before you are
thrown into the universe of dim-wit-
ted, speed-junkie of a man, Ricky
Bobby. Most of the movie seems to
be improvisation, as though the actors
were given a rough outline of how
the scene should go. Granted, this
style works very well for the cast, as
most of them prove to be exceptional
at said improvisation. There is a no-
ticeable chemistry between Ferrell
and co-stars John C. Reilly and Sacha
Baron Cohen, providing an excel-
lent opportunity for them to play off

- of each other. The actors never break
character, which is no easy feat for
improvisational comedy.

The tone of the movie is imme-
diatel set with a seemingly fabricated

MySpace

Brad Palmer

Sports Editor
Don’t be surprised 1f there

are two more set of eyes on your
MySpace: Your parents’.

During conferences, school ad-
ministrators held a meeting for par-
ents in the Performing Arts Center to
discuss MySpace and other blogging
sites that many students use. The PAC
was sparsely filled as parents came
to listen to an unbiased report on
MySpace and the use of other elec-

quote from Eleanor Roosevelt. It be-
came evident to me that this version
of the movie had been changed from
the theatrical version, which I was fa-
miliar with after seeing it twice. Be-
ing a supposedly ‘unrated’ version,
I was extremely disappointed to see
that they actually cut content from
the DVD version. They almost made
up for this by adding more scenes or
extending others, adding about 17
minutes worth total. These extended
and additional scenes are noticeably
funny, but not necessarily worth the
cutting of the original scenes.

From the base menu, you
are given the option of two versions
of the movie, which prove to have no
noticeable difference whatsoever.

The special features are a force
to be reckoned with. The gag reel
leaves something to be desired, due to
the fact that most of the better bloop-
ers and alternate scenes were saved
for the end of the movie. The deleted
scenes are exceptional, often show-
casing the improvisational skills of

meeting

horror stories outw
aspects. Stories 0.
child molestation and g

the actors. Some of the most notable
ones being more of the dream-like se-
quences when Ricky Bobby is in the
hospital, including about ten minutes
worth of Reilly improvising. They are
humorous, but watching them all in
one sitting starts to seem like a chore,
although they do provide some finer
details that are only later mentioned
throughout the movie.

One of the best special features is
the ‘Line-O-Rama,” which is a compi-
lation of some alternate lines through-
out the entire movie, which keep you
in a state of a hearty belly-laugh the
entire time. It may not be very long,
but it is excellent nonetheless. There
is an entirely different special feature
showing all of the lines, and alternate
lines, of Walker and Texas Ranger,
which is equally as impressive.

Overall, I would strongly rec-
ommend purchasing this DVD, and
if nothing else, a rental. You should
know if this is the style of humor that
you enjoy, for it makes itself quite ap-
parent quite quickly.

School meets with
£ parents to discuss site

through the PAC as extreme pages
from teenage MySpace users were
projected for the parents and students
in attendance. Images of guns, gang
clothing, and girls wearing revealing
clothes filled the screen. With light
commentary and many examples, the
event’s leaders attempted to navigate
the world of online blogs for parents.

The event gave parents some

tools to help keep their children safe

on the internet without prohibiting
them from using it altogether.

Trip preparatlon

Preparing for Scotland results
in a cutback of theatre props

Elizabeth Ricker
Journalism Staff -

At 7:00 p.m. the
doors open and people f§
begin to filter into the
PAC only to be disap-
pointed as their eyes
meet the stage. What is
usually a large, elabo-
rate set is now only a
few platforms covered
in fabric and some suit-
cases scattered about.
But before the curtains
open and the lights go
down, Theatre Director
Tracy Hagstrom takes

“Photo by Dylan Mansur

The people of Lockerbie com-
fort Junior Mariah Laqua, dur-
ing rehearsal.The backdrop for
rehearsal varied little from that

the stage and explains seq during opening night.

to the audience the rea-
son behind the small set.
this year.

Hagstrom explains that
due to the upcoming trip to
the Fringe Festival in Edin-
burgh, Scotland, they must
be able to take the set with
them on the plane overseas.
The festival also only al-
lows each theatre group so
many props and a two-hour
time slot to set them up, per-
form the play and take them
down.The theatre students

didn’t find it any more dif- .

ficult to perform.

“It actually wasn’t that
hard,” said Junior Emily
Carlson, “We didn’t really
need much anyway. [The
play] relied more on the
people.”

- A large set wasn’t nec-
essary for this production
many students said. The
play is about the emotion.
With a smaller set, the audi-
ence was less distracted and
focused more on the charac-
ters.

“The small set brought
the show into a more per-
sonal area,” said Senior
Niles Hickman, “It made
the audience connect more
with what the crash did to
the people; which was the
whole message of the play.”

For now, practice for
The Women of Lockerbie is
on hold. The theatre group
is trying to focus on their
other productions for the
year, like the One-Act Play.

“We’ll probably pull it
out again in May or June,”
said Senior Jimmy Person,
“so we can start refreshing
our memories and cleaning
it up for Scotland.”

Although there are
many things the group still
needs to do, the students
feel they have plenty of
time to prepare for the festi-
val before their departure to -
Edinburgh on July 31, 2007.
The Theatre students agree
that to be able to travel on
this tnp is an opportunity of

Junior Emily Carl-
son, Sophomore
Anna Brown, and
Sophmore Amanda
Burgdorf relax af-
ter dress rehearsal.
The Womern of
Lockerbie empha-
sized the emotions
of its characters. “
‘It was really emo-
tionally  draining,”
said Senior Niles
Hickman. “Person-
ally, | just had to
dehumanize myself
fo get through the
intensity.”

Photo by Dylan Mansur
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Freshman reaches

Bored with just skiing, Cody Ling decided to

style

.

Kyle Willetts
Journalism Staff
Freshman Cody Ling
won numerous awards from
ing career.
Cody’s mom used to b

His family ski
rado to ski.

friends that ski in Colo-
rado and it is my fa-

Junior Olympic skier in freestyle skiing. He has
is just some of the things he has done in his ski-

1 n Colorado before he was even born. When he
was born she got him infskiing at tk ge of two.

i not know how to land xt or catch

j

ury Cody has had from a crash ’

|13
I,
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Olympic caliber

switch gears to a more artistic

so they took me to Cold Stone for some ice cream and I got Salmonella poisoning from it.
So that night T had a snapped collar bone and was up all night throwing up my guts. It was
horrible.” Said Ling.

Cody stands only 5ft 4in and 110 pounds which isn’t very tall or big. In skiing this helps
and gives him an advantage in some ways but also provides unique challenges.

“I am to spm better then taller guys, but they are able to pick up more speed when the
hit their jumps.”

Cody’s height has played into his best trick; the Cork 180 and also his signature trick
the 360 Switch up on rails.

Cody has had sponsors through his entire career and Smith and Dakine were his first.
Later came his others Salo-
mon, Windells Ski Camps ,
and Enom. ;

“They have been very
supportive for me and pro-

ymusic it helps calm me. | Ilke vide all my equipment and

help with lodging and air

; ~ fair for my ski trips.”
-Freshmen Cody Ling Cody is going to be
e : singing a contract with

‘Smith and this will be the first aid sponsor he will have.

“Smith is going to have me in magazines and I will be in three movies this year. One of
them is named Just Ski,” said Ling.
Cody has experienced many different places during his career. He has been to Canada,

Oregon Colorado and Utah. This winter Cody is going to Stoekholm Sweeden and this

it’s going to be a blast,” said Ling.
cs two years running Cody has many goals for his fu- -

the time he has.
r and less stressﬁli‘ I
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-~ Basketball team learns the importance of
chemistry after having a perfect star

Strength in unity

Kati Pooler and Ellie Becker
Journalism Staff
People watching the Buffalo Boys
Basketball team this winter will not have
~ a hard time recognizing them. There are
very few new faces this year. Return-
ing this year to the team are six
seniors, three of which remain
starters, and a sophomore who
will support the back court as
well.

These quality play-
ers will bring depth and
. hopefully chemistry
. like last year’s squad.
. Experience will carry
this year’s team to last
year’s hopes. Expecta-
tions will be very high
this season, since last
year‘s team was a run-
ner up in the Missis-
sippi 8 conference
“Together we have
relentless strength,” said
Senior Karl Olson. “Indi-
vidually we are strong, just
10t as powerful as when we
¢ together. We excel bet-
am and achieve more

/ is a potent factor
y to perform well,”
1scheid. “Without
iccessful as we hope

Photos by Mitch Mills and Elias Kri
Graphic by Dylan Mansur

The boy’s basketball team is a
strong contender on the Mississippi 8 con-
ference this year. Other teams to watch for
are St. Michael-Albertville, Monticello,
and Becker.

“It’s about team chemistry,” said Sen-
ior Josh Ortmann. “We’re learning to work
together. That’s the only way the confer-
ence championship will happen for us this,
season.” :

“I think chemistry is something that
evolves,” said Junior Jake Duske “We have
a lot of talent and guys of high character.”

Basketball is not just a winter sport an-
ymore. The players work hard year round,
and because of it they continue to build
their team chemistry.

“We have a group of guys who worked
hard this summer,” said Duske. “We’re
much more athletic and we’re deeper be-
cause of it. We’ll be able to play more up-
tempo this year.”

Size could be a factor this season; Buf-
falo is a playing with a smaller team com-
pared to the other teams in the conference.

“This is a small, scrappy team that
works well together,” said Sophomore
Erik Olson. “Every kid on this team knows
how to play the game, and everyone enjoys
playing the game together. I think that the
chemistry on this team is going to help us
go a long way.”

The senior leadership will help develop
the under classmen as the season goes on,
and prepare them to be leaders next year.

“As a coach it’s nice to see the sen- -
iors showing the younger kids what to do
and how to do it,” said (Boys Varsity Bas-
ketball coach) Nick Guida. “I don’t have
to worry about them getting along. They
work as a team, and when the seniors leave
the younger kids will step up and take their
place.”

“Chemistry is some-
thing that evolves. |
think we have a lot of
talent and guys of high

~

character.”

-Junior Jake Duske

Cross Country Team goes to State: Buffalo’s Long Distance runners participated in the state tournament
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Top: Sophomore Erik Olson and othes cel-
ebrate a score during Buffalo’s win over Coon
Rapids. The basketball team has had much
to celebrate this season as they won the first
five games of the season. Middle: Senior Josh
Ortmann follows through on a shot during the
Coon Rapids game. Bottom: Dee Broadnax
sticks to the Coon Rapid player during Buffalo’s
74-48 win over the Cardinals.
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Welcoming a new class >sAdministrefion it upon
hemselves o meks the freshmen transiion to high school easier

:

Alyssa Tryggeseth
Journalism Staff

At the senior high school level,
students encounter a larger and more
complex setting, a more diverse student
body, and a wider range of curriculum
choices and extracurricular activities.
For the first time, students become
familiarized with graduation require-
ments, their grade-point averages and
class rank are computed, and the im-
portance of these criteria for college en-
trance or employability becomes clear.

Researchers from the American
Journal of Community Psychology
have found that “there is evidence that
children’s vulnerability for academic
failure is heightened during school
transitions. On average, grades and at-
tendance have been found to decline in
the year following a school transition.”
: To prevent students’ failure, the

school has introduced the Ninth Grade
Transition Program this fall. The pro-
gram’s focus is to not only ease the
transition into high school but help
students stay academically focused
and excel in the classroom by provid-
ing more communication and feedback
among teachers, parents, students, and
administrators.

“We try to do anything it takes to
make the transition from middle school
into high school easier,” said Adminis-
trative Assistant Bob Driver, “We are
the ‘Bridge,’ esséntially.”

Driver is the main figure in charge.
He serves as a liaison between parents,

teachers, students, counselors, and ad-
ministrators to help promote that all
freshmen achieve success and find hap-
piness in the high school environment.
The program sends out a newsletter
four times a year to ninth grade parents
keeping them informed of activities
and important information. As well as
tracking the ninth grader’s attendance,
holding meetings during AAA, and
sometimes
identify strug-
gling students

“We try to do anything

v

grader Sam Schaefbauer, “It gave us a
chance to get used to high school; and
McCallum and Eggers worked really
well with us.”

Butthe mostrecognized activity that
the program held was the Youth Fron-
tiers Respect Retreat held on October 4
and 5. It was a day devoted to helping
ninth graders become more comfort-
able with each other and learning that

respect is
it essential.
the

and get them takes to make the transition teedback

course taught by English Teacher Ryan
McCallum and Math Teacher Stacy
Eggers. They worked with 35 students

-over the course of a four week period

for half days, four hours at a time. The
incoming freshmen did assignments
like those assigned to high school stu-
dents, so they would learn to meet the
intensity of high school academics.
McCallum and Eggers talked with
the students and tried to eliminate any
fears, and helped them to get ready.
Administrators, seniors, and Resource
Officer Glenda Ridley were brought in
so that the students could get to know
them outside of a regular school day.
“It was really fun,” said ninth

together with . . . from the
a junior or from mlddle SCh OOI Into hlgh retreat has
i = = L] 1=

e s o school easier. Sy
The pro- - Administrative Assistant Bob Driver = .I
gram held liked the
a summer meitne ai

said ninth grader Matt Saari “The lunch
was good, and I liked it because it was
fun, we partied, and it wasn’t just a big
sermon.”

Not only did the ninth graders ben-
efit from the retreat, the school as a
whole did as well.

“I liked the retreat because no one
got left out.” said Senior leader Mos
Greenprice “And they talked about one
very important topic, which was re-
spect. They drilled that topic into our
heads so we would all understand how
to respect others throughout our high
school career; and that it would help us
after high school, in real life, in the real
world, because that’s where it is needed

Photo by Eli Krumholz
the most.” ‘

“If the freshmen learn how to re-
spect each other that would be a great
catalyst for them leading the way, to
be an example of showing respect for
themselves, people around them, and
future freshmen.” said Greenprice.

“The ninth graders that I have talked
to said they enjoyed the retreat.” said
Counselor Kristen Lane “The students
enjoyed that the teachers didn’t run the
day; and instead stayed in the shadows,
and allowed it to be about them. The re-
treat was a day well spent. It was day
that took them out of their comfort zone,
and let them get the sense of ‘commu-
nity’ that BHS tries to portray.”

The success of the retreat was a
bonus for the Transition Program. And
the overall success of the program is
evident in the grade statistics from first
term.

“At first quarter mid term 85 stu-
dents were failing.” said Driver “And
by the end, there were only 23 students
and 35 failing grades.” ,

The question of whether the pro-
gram will continue is still up in the air.

' “I believe the program will con-
tinue.” said Driver “The summer tran-
sition course was successful because
it allowed the ninth graders to become
more familiar with the school before
entering the building, and now the ninth
graders have a group of people advocat-
ing for them. I can see it continuing but
it will be determined over the course of
the year.”
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Justin Gyllen

>>Students get together to play poker to win
big and meet new people.

Jenny Personette & Kandace Point
Journalism Staff

“We were at a 20 plus one no limit tourna-
‘ment at Zach T’s house,” said Senior Brandon
Knight. “I was playing very well at the final ta-
ble until my last hand in small blind. Everyone
folded to me and I called big blind. Zach decid-
ed to triple the big blind; I called with six-five of
diamonds and the flop ¢ ix-four-four rain-
bow. Top pair and che:
turned out he had
Translating i
saying is that h
nity cards and Zac
he had risen befor:
cards.) He thought he'l
tried to slow play (hide

betting.)
The birth of p
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teenagers. ‘

~ “I started playing poker when I was a fresh-
man,” said Senior Benjamin “I leamed
how to pla b

Graphics by Dylan Mansur ~ Photo by Mariah Laqua

d Eighth-Grader Alex Gatzke play Texas

: reshmen Jordan
jold-em for the la

ery time they want to play,poker

ys a week,” said Senior Justin
] N _ v ] h ] , re between eight and ten.
Of course wmmng also plays2 14hie a oy Hewever,” 3ell brez } { is an intense roller coaster

few of the players got jobs yu and your friends than you

just playing poker.
“I worked full time and
more,” said Knight, “now I just go to poker games to hang out wi

vasn’t as much fun when I got into or] any- use, the guys usually follow casino

my friefids.”  rules, but they also have some of their own.

Just like how it is with sports, playing poker is a way for the guys to make “If you win a lot,” said Benjamm you don’t just ‘cash out.” If you get up and
friends, maybe even life-long friends. : leave everyone will hate you.”

“I became friends with all the guys because of playmg poker with them said The boys mean it when they say they’d get mad if someone “cashed out” like
Senior Ryan Douglas. “We became close friends.” that, but they take cheating even more seriously.

Going right along with making good friends, the giys have also created some “If anyone ever cheated,” said Gyllen, “we’d all go around and kick them
good memories. where you don’t want to be kicked, and then we would split up all of their win-

“I remember going to Canterbury for the first time,” said Benjamin. “Exactly ~nings.”
when I turned 18, I was there. I had four jacks the first time. It was almost a $200 All in all poker seems to have played a big role in these seniors’ young lives.

pot and I won $90. Everyone pretty much knows how to play there. It had such a  For some, the game will continue to be played for years to come.



