FFA advances to State: Agriculture
teacher and FFA Advisor Todd Lub-
ben demonstrates how to butcher
a piece of meat. Sadie Hawkins
Dance: Paige Brummer and her
date dance at the First Annual Sadie
Hawkin’s Dance. Wrestlers attend
State: Cheering on teammates, Se-
niors Erik Rogness, Justin Franke,
and Junior Derek Klatt wait for their
match at a home meet. Rogness and
Klatt both advanced to State. BAC
opens: Students file into the Bison
Activity Center (BAC) and wait for
instructions at a Track and Field
practice. KB recieves 3rd place at
State:  Between Knowledge Bowl
practice, students play vidoegames
to keep entertained. Senior Skip
Day: Senior Eric Anderson takes
the his Senior Skip Day to wake-
board.

a | look \ back

Left to right: Freshman Faith Sandberg dresses in yellow for
Class Color Day during Homecoming week. Junior Matt Pat-
terson jumps in the air during the Oliver! the musical. During
SSR, Junior Logan Haglund sneaks an Ipod in with her reading.
This year introduced SSR on Fridays. Junior Emily Andrews
prepares to dive. Girls Swimming placed first at Conferences.
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A look back on how events

and people shaped the
school and the community

Photos by Sara Hauer, Emily
Andrews, and Eli Krumholz
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Leaving a gap

“I'm look-
ing toward
putting my
family: in
a different
setting and
seeing how
we deal with
change. It
will be good
to get away
andrecharge
batteries.”

-Science teacher Dan
Schneider

Ye:

Katrina Cordes and LeaAnn Rein
Journalism Staff

“Fach person leaving can pur-
sue a dream,” said Principal Nick
Miller. “They benefit by doing
something new, a new challenge or
opportunity for them.”

This year isn’t only the last year
for the class of 2006, but for some
staff as well. Eight staff will not be
returning next fall: Special Educa-
tion teacher, Jane Berns, F.A.C.S.
teacher Vicky Martin, Counselor
Anne Bullert who left earlier this
year, Business Education teacher
Ericka Jessen, Business Education
teacher Mark Olson, JMNG teacher
Claire Cole, school psychologist
Paul Dietz, and science teacher Dan
Schneider who will only be gone
one year to explore London.

The administrator’s office has
already posted the job openings for
those positions and in addition, one
math, and one EBD (special educa-
tion.)

“Anytime you have .changes
[in teaching staff] you’re trying
to find people who will fit into the

culture,” said Miller. “We’re trying
to find candidates that will be will-
ing to make strong bonds. There
will always be a gap when teachers
leave.”

There’s no doubt that all of these
teachers will be missed. Martin has
been teaching her for 13 years and
will retire at the end of 2006.

“I’m going to be 65; I’ve been
teaching a long time,” said Martin.
“I’ll miss the energy of the school,
the interaction with my students and
all my friends on staff.”

Martin plans on traveling to see
family, attacking her big stack of
books, finishing a Sports Illustrated
while it’s still up-to-date, sewing
and knitting, and exercising.

Jessen has other ambitions for a
different career. She is going back
to school at St. Cloud State to get
her accounting degree and become a
Certified Public Accountant.

“I’'m sad I won’t be teaching
here, but Mr. Phelps and I will still
be part of the community and I will
still be involved with dance team,”
said Jessen.

Wrapping up the year, eight teachers
leave BHS and explore different dreams

Not all the teachers leaving are
done teaching at the end of this year.
Some are merely taking a break,
while others are moving to another
location. Schneider is taking a year
off while he explores London with
his family.

“I’m looking toward putting my
family in a different setting and see-
ing how we deal with change,” said
Schneider. “It will be good to get
away and recharge batteries.”

Olson will remain in the teach-
ing field; he will be transferred to
Dodgeville High in Wisconsin. He
and his wife want to be closer to
their family members.

“I love Buffalo. If Buffalo
was 30 minutes from home, I’d be
happy for life. I will really miss the
coaches, students, and staff here,”
said Olson. “My mentor, Mr. Bol-
lum has taught me a lot about teach-
ing and computers. I have been very
impressed and really respect the stu-
dents here as adults.”

“There will always be a gap
when teachers leave,” said Miller.
“They will all be missed.

Crossing c

Taking it all in: Vitaliy Emelyanov takes a s
school we don’t have these kinds of opportunit

Beyond grades

Left to right: Freshman Anna Brown performs in Reach,
the first production by Arts Magnet. Seniors Eva Walsh,
Emily Keskey, and Sara White finished 3rd at State in Mu-
sic Listening. Dance line instructor Ericka Jessen gives .
advice before the homeshow. The Boy’s Hockey Team
sits in the stands in New York. Seniors Corey Jeske, Nate
Ortmann, and Ted Greenprice pose for a picture. Boy’s
Basketball finished second in Conference. Seniors Meg-
an Otten and Missy Mans joke around during a Snow
Daze pep fest. Seniors Jeff Mosher, Andy Binsfeld, and
Junior Niles Hickman accept the band and choir awards
at The Heritage Music Festival in Chicago. Senior Shane
Jensen grabs a dougnut from the Student Council. Stu-
co elected Junior Kory LaCroix as President and Sopho-
more Michael Lunderbrek as Vice President.

First yearteachers forge bonds
and memories outside of the
usual tests and No. 2 pencils

Rachel Richards and Alicia Disselbrett
Journalism Staff

“The students are really nice,” said student counselor Kris-
ten Lane, “I think it’s one of the best high schools I’ve been in.”

In order for a new teacher to have a good reputation, it’s im-
portant for them to have a good relationship with their students.
Sixteen teachers have been hired to the school this year. Most
of the new teachers would agree that this school is very different
from the other schools they’ve taught at.

“It’s a very unique school, said Spanish teacher Sara Rein-
ert, “It’s a big town with small town characteristics.”

The first year teachers aren’t used to being in such a big envi-
ronment with the amount of students exceeding over 1000.

“I dislike the congestion in the locker bays between classes,”
said Reinert, “it’s difficult for some students to pass through.”

With such a big school and a variety of students, Principal

' Nick Miller has high expectations for the new teachers.

“We look for a variety of things,” said Miller, “I analyze if
they fit into what we believe here, I make sure they know their

background that they are teaching and have very strong relation-
ship skills.”

Each new teacher who is recruited has to be observed, and
evaluated by a principal or an administrator to make sure they
know the guidelines and principles of their classrooms. Miller
then asks them specific questions pertaining to their teaching
habits, and grades them based on their answers. Since this is
considered a high ranked school, teachers who apply, hope they
will get the chance to join the great faculty and help the many
caring students.

“This school is a very attractive position for teachers,” Said
Miller. ‘

“When I first got here I was really excited,” said Reinert,
“This was the school district I wanted to be in. It’s inspiring how
involved the students are with the teachers.”

Teachers’ personalities are just as important as the students.
To be a good teacher, they have to give off a good vibe that the
students will remember, and appreciate. Having fun and being
involved with the students should be some of the main priorities
for the teachers.

“I love the energy of the students.” said English teacher
Heather Tierney, “we laugh together everyday, although they

‘may be laughing at me not with me.”

“The students and faculty are great,” said Lane, “It’s just a
great school to be apart of.”

English teacher Heather Tierney
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ontinents, discovering cultures, and finding friends

Vitaliy Emelyanov looks back on a year
spent over 6,000 miles away from home

Photo by Sara White

ance outside of the school. While at Buffalo, Emelyanov experienced new activities and events like homecoming. “In my
es such as having homecoming week with all of the special dress up days. They were unusual, but fun,” said Emelyanov.

Math teacher Michelle Walberg
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Spanish teacher Sara Reinert

Photos by Mariah Laqua

Ashley Berkholz
Journalism Staff

Vitaliy Emelyanov, a 16 year old
foreign exchange student traveled from
the country of Uzbekistan; which is lo-
cated North of Afghanistan and arrived
January 11, 2006.

“My- first opinion of Minnesota
was that it was very cold,” said Eme-
lyanov. “And the snow was very cool;
there was always so much of it.”

While Emelyanov’s stay with his
host family he found similarities be-
tween them and his family back home.

“My host family is a great fam-
ily,” said Emelyanov. “They are all so
sweet and kind to me. I am very happy
and lucky to have the family that I have
as my host family. My family and my
host family are very much alike. They
have a lot in common.”

Besides coming here to Minne-
sota and seeing all there is to see here,
such as, his favorite places like Mall of
America, Ikea, and Wal-Mart, Emely-
anov has also been to one other state.

“I have been to only one state, that
state was Illinois,” said Emelyanov,
“Where I got the chance to visit the city
of Chicago. It was an amazing trip.”

While attending high school Eme-
lyanov experienced a few surprises.

“Buffalo High School was very
big, but a very nice school,” said Eme-
lyanov. “The students were wonder-
ful. All were so friendly and kind,
they made me feel very welcome. The
teachers did treat me differently, but
they treated me differently in a good

Coming from a different country
requires getting used to a new school
schedule. Emelyanov adjusted to the
everyday school day in Buffalo.

“Oh my classes are so different,”
said Emelyanov. “Each one is so dif-
ferent; there is a difference in the edu-
cation part and the way that the teachers
teach the subject. There are also larger
size classes than I am use to. The les-
sons that you receive are more experi-
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mental as in more real topics that the
talk about, I like the a lot though.”

The way a teacher teaches effec
the experience.-

“The teachers are wonderful, the
find a way for every student to under
stand,” said Emelyanov. “They haw
learned how to help everyone, ve
clever. My first opinion of them wa
that they all have had experience work
ing with kids. They know what the
are doing.”

Emelyanov also adapted to AAA

“AAA is very nice because I ¢
do homework or ask teachers abo
homework. I can even tell them abo
my problems and they do their bes
to try and help me,” said Emelyano
“Having SSR during AAA 1 think i
very helpful. It’s good for your educa
tion, just to have time to sit and rea
a book. It gets your smarter so it wi
help you in the future. Also, it is bette
than studying.” : :

The school is a very busy plac
with all the activities that go on suc
as the pep fests and sports. It’s alway:
easy to find something going on.

“In my school we don’t have thes
kinds of opportunities such as havin
homecoming week with all of the spe
cial dress up days. They were unusual
but fun. I don’t think my school woul
ever do something like that. It woul
be funny if people came to my schoo!
with their pajamas for just one day.
think that everyone would be amazed,
said Emelyanov.

As June comes around Emelyano
will be heading back to Uzbekistan,
Leaving a school and family, he ha
gotten the privilege of experiencin,
something not ever student gets to ex+
perience in high school.

“It’s going to be a very sad day fo!
me and I hope that I keep in contac
with a lot of people from the United
States,” said Emelyanov. “I mostly ai
going to miss my host family. The
have given me so many memorable ex:
periences, and I will miss BHS also.” |

Photos by Sara Hauer; Scott Rabehl, Mike Walsh,
and Michael Halagan
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Year in preview

Students predict the out-
come of next school year

“It's going
to be like
this year.
I don’t
think it's
going to
change
much.”

-Junior Andy Williams

“Classes
will prob-
ably be
harder,
because
it's tenth
grade.”

-Freshman Brianna
Miller

Left to Right: Before their last concert, Seniors
Jenna Nordshcow and Rhandy Southa chat at
an orchestra pizza party. Tossing the ball high,
Junior Ron Larson prepares to serve. Tennis re-
mained undefeated in Conferences. Senior Emily
Jung carefully sorts through yearbooks in prepa-
ration for Student Appreciation Day.
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Drumline places 2nd in region:
At a pep fest Senior David
Harri, Juniors Samantha So-
renson, and Jason Brummer
play in the drumline. Mock
Trial takes 2nd at State: Ju-
nior Christopher Robert goes
over a case at practice. Tri-M
Variety Show: Freshman Tom
Polzine plays classical guitar.
Polzine played in two acts
during the show. Girl’s Golf
places 1st in M8: Bundled up
and ready to face the elements,
Junior Kathleen Dehmer pre-
pares to swing. Graduation:
Two weeks before graduation,
Senior Jessica Wilkens picks
up her cap and gown at lunch.
One-Act wins Conference:
Senior Jacob Cline recites his
monologue at practice.

-Act wins Con-

ference- Jan 21

Photos by Emily Andrews, Ericka Solsten, Sara Hauer, Sara White, and Jackie Calrson




