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By Katie Peters

Co-Copy Editor

“There is a bomb in your school.”

Thatis what a caller matter-of-factly told a BHS secretary
January 23. A decision was made to take the call seriously.

Richard Lammers, an investigator for the Buffalo police

department was handling the case. On Friday, January 26, he‘

allegedly received a statement from Charles Steinmetz, 18, of
Montrose. Steinmetz is a junior at BHS. Charges were filed by
the Wright County Attorney’s Office on Thursday, February
1. He has been charged with two counts of terroristic threats.
. “The school is pushing for expulsion ... he is suspended
until then,” said principal Julie Swaggert.
Expulsion must be approved by the District 877 School
Board.
Marge Zrust received the call at approxunately 9:30am.
~ “Ineededto getthisinformation out as quick as possible,”
said Zrust. :
The District 877 Procedure for Bomb Threats was
followed. Principal Nick Miller was notified and 911 was
called immediately.
An announcement was made at approximately 9:45 to
inform the students that they needed to evacuate the building.
Many students were happy to get out of finals for a third
time, but some worried the bomb threat could be real and the
- school could contain an explosive device.
“Everyone blew itoff as a joke without thmkmg itcould
have been real,” said junior Kristen Thompson.

student charged

The evacuation took only a few minutes, progressing
smoothly. All classes moved to the gyms thathad been quickly
searched for bombs. The administrators contacted two area
churches, asking them if they could house part of the student
body temporarily. The freshmen and sophomores were taken
to the Evangelical Covenant Church in Buffalo. The buses
returned immediately to take the juniors and seniors to the
Zion Lutheran Church.

“We looked at it as a public service and we were glad to
do it,” said Rev. John Folkerds from the Zion Lutheran
Church.

Students found various ways to entertain themselves.

“A couple of us got together and jammed awhile in a
room,” said junior Steve Minkler. “Then we moved out and
entertained everybody.”

Fifty adults, including teachers, administrators, custo-
dians, district office workers, and members from the Buffalo
police and fire departments, searched the school for any
explosive device. Everything, including lockers, backpacks,
coats, file cabinets, drawers, and trash receptacles inside and
outsidé, was searched. Contrary to rumor, a canine unit was
not brought in.

After two hours of searching, the students were brought
back to school at noon. No explosive device was found, and
the call was then considered a threat.

Making a bomb threat is a felony. The Minnesota
Criminal Code 609.713 Terroristic Threats, Subdivision 2,
states, “Whoever communicates to another with purpose to
terrorize another .. . that explosives or and explosive device ..

Bomb threat causes evacuation

Photo by Ed DuBois / Journal Pross
Local police and fire departments responded to a
bomb threat made to BHS. Over fifty people searched
for two hours but found no explosive device.

is present at a named place or location, whether or not the same
is in fact present, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not
more than three years.” '

Liability makes student securlty necessary

- By Beth Pratt
Co-Copy Editor
A bomb threat at BHS last

Tuesday brings to a new light the

importance of student supervision.
“It depends on student
behavior whether we step up
supervision or relax it,” said
activities director Nancy Bergert.

BHS may be liable for on-
campus accidents because of their
responsibility for students.

“The school acts in loco
parentis, which means we act in
place of the parents,” said principal

Nick Miller.

BHS staff must also interpret

‘how parents would use authority in

specific situations.

“As the principal, I need to-

make teachers aware of the liability

~ that might occur if something bad

happened as a result of poor judg-
ment. Yet I trust the teacher to make
the best decision concerning these
potential liabilities,” said Miller.
In certain areas the potential
for accidents to occur is increased.
“If you’re in a shop room,

there’s a lot more danger present
than if you’re in an English room,”
said senior Erica Hance.
Technology is also aconsider-
ation in supervision necessities.
“With the increase in
technology, room and computer

security becomes more of an issue

for greater security,” said Bergert.
Despite. concerns, approx-

‘imately 82 percent of BHS staff

have left students unsupervised.
“Ultimately, students should
notbe lefttotally unsupervised. Staff

- are being paid to be responsible and

they’re shirking: [that] .

responsibility,” said Bergert.
‘Another concern is that of °

teachers lending students “T-keys”
Contmued on page 8

people.
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Chocolate, roses and
romantic candlelit dinners
>ften come to mind in
connection with Valentine’s
Day. Most people think of
February 14 as the most
‘omantic day of the year, but
many don’t even know why
Valentine’s Day is called St.
Valentine’s Day. Why do
people do things when they
nave no idea how the tradition
-began?

There are two theories
that are given most credit:
Pope Gelasius I wanted to
make the pagan festival of

Lupercaliainto areligious one
so he changed it to St.
Valentine’s Day, or credit is
given to a poem by Geoffrey
Chaucer.

The religious theory

involving St. Valentine has an
interesting history. In this
version, St. Valentine’s Day
was named after the Italian
physician and Roman Catholic
priest Valentine. He lived in a
time when Christians were
looked down on by others, so
he could only pray after
nightfall.

One night, a jailer and
his blind daughter came to
Valentine’s house to ask him
to make her see. Valentine
doubted that he could give the
girl sight, but he tried to help
anyway. He wipedan ointment
on her eyes, and told the jailer
to bring her back once a week.
Meanwhile, Valentine prayed
for the girl daily.

Valentine was expecting
the jailer and his daughter one

night when a Roman guard
arrested him for secretly
marrying couples.

Valentine sent the jailer’s
daughter a package from jail.
When she opened it she was
able to see the yellow flower
he sent her and the paper that
said, “From your Valentine.”

A less-believed twist on
this story is that Valentine was
secretly in love with the girl.

Valentine was executed
on February 14, 270. He was
later canonized by the Roman
Catholic Church and named
the patron saint of lovers.

The second theory that
begins the romance comes
from Chaucer’s poem, The
Parliament of Fowls. In
England, it was believed that
February 14 was the day birds

Mohwinkel confident in district

Rolf Mohwinkel

Guest Columnist

I'thank you for the opportunity
to offer some of my thoughts on
educationin our district through The
Bison. I have missed being part of
Buffalo High School and District
877, which was one of my reasons
to campaign for a seat on the school
board. After being in education all
of my life, I feel thatThave something
to offer our district in leadership,
long-range planning and time to do
the job.

Many school districts are very
quick to latch on to new programs
and concepts as a quick fix to faster
learning. In most instances, this
doesn’t work and failure is the result.
I feel our district generally does a
good job of doing a thorough study
of aconcept before implementation.
This is important and should be

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I have noticed and realized
that many people are late for class
quite often. Most of the time these
people are by their lockers talking to
their friends. I talk to my friends
between classes for a reasonable
amount of time, but I leave myself
plenty of time to get to class, even if
some days I don’t get a chance to
speak to friends. Sometimes I wait

continued, especially to maintain
the program financially in the future.
We must not be too eager to totally
embrace something new and not be
able to continue it due to a lack of
resources.

I have just gotten up to speed
on the two-hour block and some of
the middle school philosophy. I am
in favor of both, as long as we can
continue to provide equal
opportunity for all existing offerings
that have been an essential part of
our district in the past as well as
some additional electives. I am not
convinced that a two-hour session is
inthe bestinterest of every curricular
offering available. However, we will
need to observe how this develops
and perhaps adjustment will need to
be made in time.

I am a strong supporter of
public school education and am
enthusiastic about the results it

and go to class with some people,
but if I think or know that I will not
be able to make it, then I leave
without them. If they are late that is
their tough luck.

Although we do need every
second that we get between classes,
we do have good, logical excuses
fortardiness, such as afight, jammed
locker or even forgetting your
combination. If you grab the wrong

produces. I believe the majority of
students in our district leave our
school with good preparation and a
strong desire to make a contribution
to society. My goal is to play a part
in keeping that concept alive and
well in our community. We are
fortunate to have good facilities,
good offerings and a supportive
group of constituents. Most of our
district has an excellent staff. There
is no substitute for good solid
teaching. This gets results in most
any situation.

I intend to be receptive to the
students, staff and parents of District
877 as these three elements form the
nucleus of the community school to
which we must respond.

-- Rolf Mohwinkel was the
band director at BHS for 23 years.
He retired in 1993. Mohwinkel
was elected to District 877’s school
board in 1995.

book, you should go to class and the
teacher should give you the little
piece of permission paper we call a
pass to go get the necessary materials
for that certain class.

I think that both teachers and
students have to give and take in
order to cut down on tardies in our
school.

Tim Jordan,

Senior

St. Valentine’s Day origins unknown to many

mated. Chaucer wrote, “For
this was SeyntValentyne’s day/
When every foul cometh ther
to choose his mate.”

These are two ways
Valentine’s Day could have

come to be. Maybe this year
you can think about this as
you purchase candy and
flowers for that special person,
and you’ll know why you’re
doing it.
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By Darcy Fischer
Editor-in-Chief

The media today play an
importantrole in our lives. Whether
it is through TV, radio or
newspapers, many people rely on
the media to keep them aware of
important issues. Sadly, one topic
the media has had to spend a lot of
time covering lately is death.

It’s nice to pay tribute to the
deceased, and important for the
public to know when people have
died, but has it gotten out of hand?

Take the O.J. Simpson case.
I'm not happy that Nicole Brown
Simpson and Ronald Goldman were
killed, and whether I think O.J. is
guilty or innocent is not important,

Darcy’s

Distinctions

but come on. How much time has
the media spent covering the trial?
Everyone forgot the real issue -- the
factthat Nicole and Ronald are dead.
They’re the victims. Not O.J., or the
jury or Judge Ito. By the end of the
trial, it seemed that more focus was
placed on racism, women’s rights,
and the attorneys’ hair-styles than
on finding the killer.

0.J. was found not guilty, and

yet for the media, it’s still not over!
I can still turn on the TV or read a
newspaper, and find stories about
where O.J. is playing golf or where
heisliving. WHO CARES? So what
ifhe played football?I’d never heard
of him before the trial and I would
be happy not to hear about him
again. Surely there are more
important issues in the world.

The Susan Smith case is

another example. She was convicted
of killing her own kids by locking
them in her car and rolling it into a
lake. The media did cover the story,
but how many of us remember the
names of the two little boys now?
She and her children weren’t famous
celebrities, but does that fact make
the deaths of two innocent people
any less important? ,
Lastmonth Anne Dunlap from
Minneapolis was murdered. She was
a successful businesswoman with
many friends. The media covered
the story, and it made headlines for
more than a week. I’m all for
covering the story, but what makes
her death more important than
anyone else’s? Why did her death
get publicized so heavily while the

deaths of others did not?

There are certain times whern
I feel that more than average
coverage of a death is acceptable.
For instance, last month two little
boys from Stearns County died of
carbon monoxide poisoning. Their
deaths were no more important than
the deaths of anyone else, but added
coverage of that story prompted
many people to buy carbon
monoxide detectors, which in turn
may save someone’s life in the
future.

In the world today, there are
many deaths the media needs to
cover. Since there is no way of
covering all of them equally, my
only hopeis to eliminate the number
of senseless deaths.

Drug rehabilitation gives student new outlook on life

By Erik Manthey

Journalism Student

I remember back in the days
when I used to just hangout with
friends, watchmovies, goto football
games, etc. Well, that all ended about
ayear and ahalf ago. Itdidn’tallend
right away, but it gradually ended
when I started using drugs. It started
out as just having fun partying with
friends. But gradually I became an
addict. Everybody thinks that they
can stop whenever they want, but
they alwaysuse the excuse that there
is no reason to stop, it would be
boring if they didn’t party. When it
becomes an addiction, you start to
cover up your unwanted feelings
and emotions.

Most people start out using

alcohol, but eventually get
introduced to marijuana. I’ve heard
people say-a million times that they
would never try anything else
besides pot. Eventually you build
up a tolerance to pot and you aren’t
getting a good high anymore. Pretty
soon you’re getting high just to feel
normal. As soon as that happens
you’re an excellent candidate to
move on to harder drugs.
Youprobably think you won’t
everdohard drugs because youdon’t
know anyone who does them, but
there are a lot of people around you
who do. Youmight be high or drunk
at a party when somebody asks you
to go into the bathroom with them to
try something new. So you go in
there not thinking anything is out of
the ordinary. This all ends when the

Journalistically

Speaking

person pulls out an unfamiliar
substance and dumps some onto a
mirror. They would probably say to
go ahead and try some. The peer
pressure of that situation is very
hard to walk away from, especially
if it is somebody you know :and
trust, which it usually is.

This is a similar situation to
that in which I started. Trust me,
whether it is speed, coke, acid, or
downers, you won’t have a limit

anymore of what kind of drugs you
won’tdo after that. When youdo get
approached by somebody with hard
drugs and they tell you that it’s not
that addictive, they are lying to you.
You will get addicted your first or
second time doing it.

You won’t think you are
addicted, you’ll just think that it’s
all about having fun. After a while,
look at the extent you are going to
have that fun. Once you are addicted,

you will pretty much do anything tc
get high. Like sell drugs or steal
Your attitude will change towarc
everything and you will not know
yourself anymore. Try to remembe:
whatit was like before you did drugs
and you won’tbe able to. If youeve:
get this far into drugs, you neec
serious help. Your three choices
when you are into drugs that far are
to get help, end up in jail or die
That’s the truth. Just remember tha
this can happen to you and you car
say no to those situations. Doing
drugs doesn’t make you cool.

If you think you need help.
talk to your parents or talk to ¢
counselor. Even though it sounds
easier thanitis, they are here to help
you. They do care a lot about you
and want to help you.

Technology advancing too quickly for common people

By John Wetter

Columnist

Technology is changing the
way that we live. It’s changing the
way we work and the way that we
spend free time. Computers are
considered to be the main aspect of
the technology revolution, but many
people don’t know more about a
computer than how to turn it on.

Computer illiteracy, as it is
called, is when a person doesn’t
know anything about computers.
. This isaproblem when many things
that are done today require
computers.

The major buzz word of the
technology age is the “Information
Superhighway.” It is what many

people think the Internetis. (Hint: if
youdon’t know what the Internet is,
you are probably computer
illiterate.)

Technology can sometimes be
very intimidating, even to people
that are confident with it. Some
can’t handle all of the differences,
such as the difference between
physically traveling somewhere and
making a virtual visit. Many places

now have “virtual tours” that you
can use to visit them without even
being there.

People that don’t understand
technology can’thandle the thought
that you don’t have to go anywhere
to visit it. They can’t cope with the
fact that you don’t actually need to
travel.

If I were to ask someone what
they thought of computers, they

would probably say that they hate
them. They most likely just can’t
use them and are frustrated.

Why don’tpeople learn to use
them? Is it just that they are scared

of them? Maybe it is just that they

don’t, or can’t, understand them. If
people would just use their time to
learn to use them, they would
understand them.

It really disturbs me when I
am sitting in the computer lab and
someone asks me how to do a very
simple task. They can’t do the
simplest of things.

Another problem that people
have with computers is that they
don’tunderstand even the most basic
principals involved. Many people
think that the Internet is something

that was invented so that they coulc
visit the Fox Football Homepage.

Why is it that computers are
notsomething thatis seen as helpfu
but as something that you hate to us¢
but have to? Is it that people jus
don’t know how to use them so they
feel that computers are something
that they don’t want to be involvec
with? When you mention the worc
“computer,” it is instantly, “Oh m}
God, you know computers!”

Bill Gates, the CEO o:
Microsoft, always starts his speeches
saying, “We are the underdog.’
Maybe he is actually talking abou:
how people are too ignorant to sec
what computers can do. They are
too ignorant to open their minds tc
see what technology can do.



By Josh Schiro

Journalism Student

Sometimesstudents [orget that teach-
ers are actually people. Believe it or not,
they have hobbies, activities, and even love
lives.

“My most memorable Valentine’s
Day was the first one I spent with my
boyfriend, now husband, Glen,” said so-
cial studies teacher Tracy Hulley. “Actu-
‘ally, I was away [rom him on that day, but
he sent a dozen roses to the hotel roomn
where 1 was to be laying over at, this was
when I was a flight attendant with United
Airlines. And every Valentine’s Day since,
he gets me (lowers, only now they aren’t
rosesbut carnations, which I prefer. Sounds
corny -- the flowers -- but 1 like it, and love
him for it.”

Corny or coincidental, some teach-
ers have extremely memorable Valentine’s
Days.

“My engagement picture was in the
newspaper [on Valentine’s Day],” said life

studies teacher Vicki Martin.

Many teachers have fond memories
of events that happened when they were
very young.

“In the sixth grade I spent the entire
day with my ’girlfriend’ that conveniently
lived next door. The day started out with a
romantic date at Skateland (accompanied
by our parents of course) and ended with
me bringing an adjustable ladder over to
her window, wherc we talked until almost
one in the morning,” said physics teacher
Matt Lubben.

Many teachers make special plans
for a most memorable day.

“I'm thinking of popping the ques-
tion even though 'm kind of nervous,” said
Spanish teacher Pam Ramstad.

Other teachers have very diflerent

plans or traditions. This often includes

time with their families

“I’ll spend Valentine’s Day with my
husband and daughter. 'll give them cards
and treats, and [ won’t get anything (except
maybe overpriced flowers),” said English

Teachers really do have love lives

teacher Denise Wahlin-Fiskum.

Some teachers don’t have the best
memorics of Valentine’s Day (rom years
past.

“Itwas Valentine’s Day 1994, 1 was
nine months pregnant and was home on
maternityleave. Iwatched TV all day and
made dinner including a special treat, a
Jell-o no-bake dessert. Mark, my hus-

reveals une;

weet - all

By Bryan Schobel
Staff Writer

- Communication between males and fe-

band, came home to eat and then went
back to work because he had overtime,
Then 1 cleaned the curio cabinet and
watched the OlympicsonTV,” said Span-
ish teacher Nancy Eiynck.

A bad Valentine’s Day may stick
with people for the rest of their lives.

“My so-called boyfriend .(in high
school) gave me a hall-dead rose that he
bought at an Amoco and had kept in his
car all day,” said Eiynck.

some of the pick-up
grapevine.

Hannon.

males, gotta love it. Unfortunately, to most i
seems wasteful tospout lengthystanzas of poetry an
quote Shakespeare in hopes that it might be receive
by a welcoming ear. Therefore, one’s intentions mu:
be said in short suggestive sentences. Here are ju

lines circulating through th

“Do you believe in Jove at first sight or shoul
I walk by a second time?” said senior Ma

Some call it small talk, some call it forc
play. Either way, it’s intended as a sampl

The supposedly romantic holiday
has created fond remembrances in the
minds of some, and nightmares for oth-
ers. The eternal question remains: what
will Valentine’s Day bring this year?

piece of conversation, just a sliver of wh

could possibly turn out to be a romanti
evening dinner.

“WhenIask guys, What woul

youlike?’ They reply ‘Are you o

Scientific theory, love collide

By Kathy Jones

attract because of the interest level in a pos-

Staff Writer

There are a vaticty of relationships that
any person could experience. One of these
relationships involves the principle that

opposites attract.

This old cliche holds true for many

couples here in BHS.
“Yes, opposites do attract.

than me, we share many dilferences,
and yet we still work out,” said junior
Mindy Reynolds.

Students aren’t the only ones
that may experience this kind of
attraction,

“I dow’t know if T was at-
tracted to my husband because
we were opposites. But I do know
that opposites often work well and

make for good relationships,” said English

teacher Vicki Cary.

Some people even think that opposites

Even
though my boyfriend is three years older

sible relationship.

“Yes, to anextent, I think they may work,

this [is a good| way (o experience an

interesting relationship,” said senior

Cathy Griffith.

each other in the first place.

Ficdler.

“opposites attract” theory.

more Matt Greseth.

pletely depends upon those involved.

Insomc cases, the students have
actually seen or even experienced the

“Yes, and I do think that
they may work out,” said sopho-

Although there are many different views
on whether opposite attraction works, it com-

~ Whether or not a relationship
between opposites will work is unim-
portant if they aren’t attracted (o

“Of course opposites altract,

but T don’t really belicve that in the
long run; the relationship will end
quickly,” said freshman Molly
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kin' for Joyg

be very appetizing if

the morsel in question has no
desire to be consumed.
Thank goodness there are still pick-

- up lines that innocently express one’s affection
it for another without projecting the person in
and  question as part of a food course.

ved “Do your feet hurt? Because you've been

wst  walking through my mind all day,” said senior Duane

just  Weller.

the There are pick-up lines that suggest that the
listener and speaker could be compatible and belong

uld  together.

[att “You know what would look good on you?
Me,” said senior Amanda Falkowski-Scott.:
re- But it may be difficult Lo use pick-up lines

ple effectively without making the conversation

hat  exceptionally short-lived. There is always a

itic  possibility of misread intentions, hurt feel-
ings, embarrassment, and there is a

uld  chance that the person may already

Lon  be committed to a jealous signifi-
eri  cant other with a flashy temper
eri-  (Ouch!).

ait- “Idon’tgo{or pick-
3 up lines,” said senior
al-  Frank Hessler. “1

gri-  just go straight

nan  away, it’s the

‘es easiest way

ay [lor me]

ot togo.”
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BHS student nationally known
Scott Mills: jet-skier, record-holder

By Colie Gorton & Colleen Schmidt

Journalism Students

Did you know there is a national champion jet-skier at
BHS? Scott Mills, a'senior at BHS, is in a competitive sport
which very few people at the high school are in: jet-skiing. In
the summer many jet-skiers can be found on the lakes around
Buffalo, but Mills takes it one step further- he competes all
over the United States.

“Irace sit-down Seadoos. Werace around a buoy course
similar to Moto-Cross, except with buoys,” said Mills.

Mills competes mainly in Arizona, Michigan, Ken-
tucky, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Ohio. His favorite competition
is the world finals in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. Mills has
been riding Seadoos for a short time, he started racing only
two years ago.

“I got to know someone that lives on Lake Pulaski that
has raced for a few years and I started to go to races with him
two years ago,” said Mills.

One of the things that motivates him is all the team-
mates and fans cheering him on. He also enjoys the competi-
tiveness of the sport.

“My favorite pro-racer would have to be Chris Maclugage
because he races a lot of classes and is the world champion,”
said Mills.

Jet-skiing is strictly a summer sport. Mills tries to
practice three to four times a week on the water, and he also
trains with weights and runs. There are usually 10 to 12 racers
in the finals and they race eight to 10 laps which are about one
and a half minutes long.

memory: Playing all day on the
lake

Favorite music: Alter-
native

Favorite saying: “No
doubt.”

He always loses: Card
games

He hopes he never has
to: Make a big speech

Something he doesn’t
understand: Spanish

In 10 years he will:
Have a successful job with a
family

One thing he couldn’t
live without: Ice-fishing, hunt-

Nickname: Scotty

If he had a million dol-
lars he would: Invest it

Childhood heroes: His

parents
Biggest pet peeve:
People who think they are the

greatest ing, jet-skiing, and
Most irrational fear: snowmobiling
Snakes His friends describe

Favorite childhood him as: Happy and shy

Mills competes in two types of events. One is limited
class in which the racer can only modify the boat slightly. The
other is Mod class in which the racer can do almost anything
he wants in terms of modification.

“I race 785cc Mod, 785cc limited, 1200cc Mod, and
1200cc limited,” said Mills.

Like any sport, jet-skiing has its hazards. Mills was hit
by a boat in an Arizona race and was flown by plane to a
Phoenix hospital. Despite his injuries, Mills won two national
championshipsin 1995, the first was in the Midwest Watercross
tour , the second was an overall 1995 World record in slalom.

Boys’ B-ball team adjusts to new

Improvement upon 1994-1995 season main goal

By Troy Marschel

second consecutive year. They have

. make the future brighter.

“My prediction for the North

IDo you think a lot of attention is given to sports in school? E

Yes
B o

[Are you involved in sports? E

Males Yes

B Mates no

Females Yes
E Females No

Males : Femles

[Dn you feel sports play an important part in your life? !

Yes
E No

c O a c h In my opinion...
“Way toomuchempha-
sis is placed on sports; I feel
that equal emphasis should
be placed on academic activi-
ties such:as Mock Trial,
Knowledge Bowl, and

Journalism Student

The boys’ basketball team is
looking forward to a promising sea-
son. They will look to the different
strategies of the new head coach,
Dave Alto, but their conference has
many talented teams. The team needs
a strong showing from their seniors
and excellent performance from
bench players to keep them in the
games.

Seniors Robbie Holmquist
and Phil Miller are captains for their

watched the team change under Alto.

This year the team is enjoying
their season much more than last
year.

“Now one of the main objec-
tives is to have fun, instead of just
working hard,” said Holmquist.

The team goals are to develop
an open style which will create ad-
ditional fast breaks. They are also
hoping to intensify their defense,
and have fun playing the games.
They hope this will improve their
record from last year and hopefully

“I’m having a lot of fun this
year. We are working very hard,”
said Miller.

The North Suburban Confer-
ence will be strong this year with
Monticello ranked in state. The al-
ways tough Totino Grace Eagles
will give the Bison a great chal-
lenge. Saint Francis should also be
strong. Columbia Heights, Centen-
nial, Spring Lake Park, and Fridley
should be an equal match when it
comes time for the conference
games.

Suburban Conference standings will
be: St. Francis, Monticello, Buffalo,
Totino Grace, Centennial, Spring
Lake Park, and Columbia Heights,”
said senior Jeremy Greenhagen.

The team wants to finish in
the top half of the conference this
year, hoping to improve upon their
7-15 record they finished with last
year. The next Bison home game is
February 10 at 7:30pm against
Fridley. The team invites all inter-
ested fans to come and show their
support.

- disciy
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speech.” Anonymous Junior

‘Sports teach me self-
ine [and] how to work
for whatever I want to earn,
and hopefully will be a guide

- throughcollege.” Rusty Kath,

F reshman

“Sports give you self-

' respect and usually keep you

out of trouble.” Jeremy
Bialke, Freshman
“Athletics give my life

another dimension; they also
deprive me of sleep.” Wade

- Demmer, Senior.

“Sports deserve atten-
tion, like other extra-curricu-
lar activities, because not ev-
eryone can do them and they
demand a lot from people.
People should be recognized
for their achievements.”
Kristen Thompson, Junior




3ison wrestling team upholding tradition

y Jessica Hrdlicka &
rin Ecklund

=

Staff Writers

Tradition is defined by
ebster’s New Collegiate
ctionary as the handing down of
formation, beliefs, or customs by
ord of mouth or example by one
neration to another without written
struction. Some schools are
ditionally known to have good
ams. Roseau and the ever-present
loomington-Jefferson are known
r having good hockey teams,
ochester Mayo is known for girls’
isketball, and in wrestling, it’s the
ison.

Some wrestlers might be
timidated by the expectations
rust upon them at the beginning of
e season, a team that is known

irls’ basketball young, improving

throughout the state as one of the
best. The Bison wrestlers have been
working and pushing hard to make
this the third consecutive year they
will go to state.

“Weneedto try hard and if we
give it our all, then maybe [we will
make it to state]. It’s tradition!” said
junior Luke Jarvis.

Avoiding injury and making
weight are two of the problems that
wrestlers face during the season.
Wrestlers may weigh less than their
designated weight class, but not an
ounce more. There are 12 weight
classes, ranging from 103 pounds to
heavyweight.

With the youngest team that
Buffalo has ever had, this year’s
wrestlers will have to work
extremely hard to achieve what the
teams from previous years have
obtained.

“Our number one goal is to
win the conference,” said head coach
Gerry Bakke. “Then to go to state.
Our third goal is to develop as a
team.”

Coach Bakke is one of the
most visible coaches in the sport of
wrestling. He is often found down
on the mat pounding his fists in
frustration. A coach has to be
influential with his team members
to keep them going and in sync with
a winning attitude.

“The only thing that keeps me
motivated is Bakke yelling,” said
Jarvis.

Asinany sport, the main goals
are to win, stay together as a team
and accomplish as much as possible.
With ahistory like the Bison have, it
doesn’t take much for an athlete to
keep focused on the upcoming
match.

Photo by Colleen Schmidt
A wrestler for the Bison goes up against an opponent from Totino
Grace in front of a packed gym. Fan support for the team has been
strong again this year. Most fans expect the Bison wrestlers to maintain
the winning tradition of past teams.

Skiers build future

)y Ryan McCallum
Co-Sports Editor

After losing a captain
1d their leading rebounder
r the season, the Bison
arsity girls’ basketball team
pes to fill some major holes
1d keep improving.

After finishing last
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season with a dismal 4-19
record, the team has a chance
to finish above .500 this year.
They have a record of 5-8
with six games left to play.

“I would like to finish
the season with improvement
game, by game, by game,”
said head coach Kristen
DeClerk-Thompson.

Two major injuries
have occured this year. Senior
captain Danni’ Vogt went
down in the first quarter of
the first game, and the team
lost Brittany Meyer during
the Holiday Tournament that
was held December 27-29.
Both are out for the season
with torn anterior cruciate
ligaments. The biggest chall-
enge for the team this year
has been filling those holes.

“It’s a completely diff-
erent team. This year it’s
much younger. The sopho-
mores are stepping up and
playing good basketball, and
the seniors are staying pos-
itive and showing leadership,”
said DeClerk-Thompson.

Atone point this season
there were three sophomores

“in the starting lineup. After

the injuries, only three seniors
and three juniors are left on
the team.

“The whole team has a
positive attitude, and they’re
willing to do new things,” said
DeClerk-Thompson.

The only freshman on
the team is Sarah Thompson.
She has made the jump tv
varsity very well, averaging
about nine points per game.

She is also the second leading
shot blocker.

“The experience level
is a lot higher than the fresh-
men team,” said Thompson.
“It’s alot of fun, even though
we’ve had to work more.”

The team took second
place in the Holiday Tourna-
ment. Another highlight for
the season was beating
Centennial, something the
team hasn’t done for a while.

“We haven’t beat
[Centennial] since I started
coaching here three years
ago,” said  DeClerk-
Thompson.

Hopefully, the team
will keep building a strong
foundation of sophomores
and freshmen and continue to
improve.

By Jenny Stein &
Bridgett Ericksen

Journalism Students

The slalom ski team
is becoming close and is
learning how to work
together. As the season
progresses, the team grows
stronger.

Coaches Scott
Greenwood and Greg
Hygrell are working with
the younger skiers to better
the team for the future.

“Generally the same
people stay in the top ten,
but as younger members
improve, some skiers
move up in and out of the
top ten,” said Hygrell.

Practices are held
Monday through Thurs-
day. This is a good chance
for skiers to learn new
drills and improve their
skills. The more experi-
enced skiers guide the
younger ones to help them
be-come more valuable
skiers for the team.

“Skiers start every
practice with warm-up
drills with their team
captains, while coaches
offer individual advice to
all skiers as they practice
daily. We also take groups
of skiers to work on
specific drills with them to
check progress,” said

Hygrell.

Skiing takes up alot
of time; often extra time is
needed to improve. Many
racers also participate in
the United States Ski
Association on the week-
ends, whichrequires more
dedication and additional
hours of practicing and
racing.

The younger skiers
are appearing to be quality
racers and many areracing
varsity.

“Our team is young;
we have some potentially
state-level skiers. We will
definitely improve in the
rest of the season and the
years to come,” said
sophomore Brian Moon.

The weather at the
practice area has been
cooperating. The hill has
been easy to practice on
with fresh snow covering
the base. The temperature
has also been good.

“There has been
good snow conditions.
There have beenafew cold
practices, but for the most
part it doesn’t affect the
racers because we properly
dress for the elements,”
said Hygrell.

For now, the main
concern of the team is to
develop quality racers for
the upcoming years to
insure quality teams.




By Paul Shamala

Staff Writer

The BHS Mock Trial team
recently began their 1996 season;
the varsity team is 3-1 and the JV
team is 2-2. ‘

Gangactivity and violence are
involved in this year’s case.

“A police officer shot a
student. The officeris being charged
with attempted first degree murder,
aggravated battery and negligent use
of a deadly weapon, but the police
officer says he shotin self- defense,”
said senior captain Heidi Rebischke.

The shooting took place after
a football game. The officer
suspected the student of illegal
activity and approached him/her.
The officer says that s/he thought
the student was holding a gun and
that s/he fired in self-defense. The
student is allegedly a member of a

gang.

“During a match, we go
against another school as the
prosecution or defense, and the other
school takes the other side. Each
team has three lawyers and three
witnesses,” said Rebischke.

The challenge for the lawyers
on each side is to make the most
convincing argument. The witnesses
are judged on how well they play
their characters.

Mock trial practices are held
after school, often until 8pm.
Coaches are Laurie Raymond and
Dave Casey. During practice they
work on their lines of questioning,
possible objections to make against
opposing lawyers, and opening and
closing statements if the lawyer gives
one.

Most members take their
responsibilities seriously.

“Itis really competitive,” said

Rebischke. “We have a couple of
schools that are really big rivals that
we’ll probably go against later in
the season.”

The team members have to be
constantly alert to what the other
team uses as their arguments.

“You always have to be on
your toes -- you know what the other
team is going to say, you just wait
for them to say it, then make your
move,” said sophomore Josh
Behling.

Despite the stress, most
members enjoy being on the team.

“I started in ninth grade, and
never figured out why I started,”
said Rebischke. “But I liked it, so I
kept going.”

The team must work together
to be successful.

“I’salotof fun. We getalong
great as a team,” said sophomore
Erin Thompson.

Photo by Anna Harvala
Court of the State of Independence vs. Sydney Taylor is now in session.

Lawyers Mindy Reynolds, Heidi Rebischke and Nancy Wryk prepare
for the trial ahead. The varsity team competed on January 11, 1996
against Osseo. They were the defense. The team won that evening.

Winter Carnival Dance
Friday Feb.2 7:30-11:00p.m.

$3 in Adavance

$4 at the door
Entertainment provied by SLV Video Dance Systems
Dancing

Games
Sumo Wrestling
Jaco’s Ladder
Pop/Conessions
Bring Extra Money for Games

Sponsered by
NHS

R T

‘Call Us!

BUFFALO

682-3830

404 7th St NE

Student Council
Commentary
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By Kia Swaggert

Columnist

We received some sad news about a month ago:
our friend Ralph Grant passed away. Grant was a greeter
at Buffalo High School. He greeted in the front lobby
every day from 8 to 11:30am and has given a total of
nine years of volunteer service to the high school. The
BHS Student Council is going to plant a tree in memory
of Grant. The planting of the tree will take place in the
spring of this school year.

This year one of the goals of the student council

is to hold an open forum meeting. The purpose of this -

meeting will be to give students the opportunity to
directly voice their opinions. It will be open to any
student wanting to attend. This meeting is going to be

held in the BHS library on Wednesday, February 21 »

during mods. .
In order for the meeting to proceed efficiently and
effectively, those who want to voice their opinion must

fill out a form that states the topic they would like to
discuss. The forms will be available in the school office .

soon. If you fill out a form, you must include your name
and whatissue you would like to address. The completed
forms must be returned to a box in the front office by
February 14. The student council will make an agenda

with all toplcs of discussion. In order for your topic to -

be dlscussed you must be present at the scheduled
meeting.

The meeting is not only about change, but also
about things you enjoy and would like to see continued.
It is important that positive comments are made, as well
as negative comments so that evaluations can be made
fairly. Stay tuned to announcements and posters that
will give more information.

Liability concerns
Continued from page 1

which can open almost any room in the school.
“Students should not have T-keys unless the teacher
knows the student and feels comfortable giving this student
their keys,” said physical education teacher Sheree Danner.
Nearly 61 percent of BHS staffreported lending outa T-
key, which some feel will result in an uncomfortable situation.
“When'I was a coach ... I had a manager I thought I

- trusted and I often gave them my keys. That person betrayed

me,” said Bergert. “I like to trust people, but I don’t like to
tempt them.” '

Precautions are viewed by many to be an important part
of preventing security problems.

" “You lock your door at night. Is it because you think
someone is going to break into your house? No, butit’s a good,
reasonable precaution to take,” said Miller.

Those precautions, like any others, have the potential to
cause problems if taken to the extreme.

“I don’t think we should get carried away with security
measures. It would limit our freedom to move about and come
and go as we should in a public institution. We can get too
carried away with control,” said biology teacher Boyd Emmel.

Strictly enforcing a policy of constant student supervision
without exception could cause difficulties.

“Idon’tsee how [ateacher can be]intwo places atonce.
I suppose it’s unfair for the teachers because they can’t be

- running back and forth,” said sophomore Paul Wetter.

" Some feel that security is not a problem with most
students.
“Like all rules and laws, it is because of a minority of

people that we need to make them. But many students earn the

respect and trust of their teachers through their daily actions—
both in and out of school — and there is no reason not to give
them the respect and responsibility deserved,” said Spanish
teacher Pam Ramstad.

One significant factor in making decisions involving
trust seems to be student-staff relationships.
: “My number one priority is my relationship withstudents
and teachers’ relationships with students,” said Miller. “There
are no clear-cut answers on letting students use keys or
[teachers] leaving a classroom.”



