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(Continued from page 4)
doing all this for him so he can have the best
life.

Not only is Tina trying to get a job, but
she is also trying to keep up with her school-
work. She is going to a special school where
there is a day care inside where they watch
Nathaniel while she is in class.

One statistic claims that one-third of
teen mothers receive a high school diploma
and seven in ten mothers complete high
school; but they are less likely, than women
who delay childbearing, to go onto college.

Tina also says she wouldn’t mind going
to college, but right now there 1s no way of
that happening because she needs the money
to support her and Nathaniel. She also wants
to move out of the house soon.

Being a mother has changed her out-
look on life. She used to just want to go out
and party, and she didn’t have a worry in the
world. Now she has a son and she has priori-
ties in her life.

She says she is kind of glad that she
got pregnant because she was headed down
the wrong road and she was hanging out with
the wrong people, but now that she has Na-
thaniel she doesn’t have time to hang out with
those wrong people.

She is more responsible now and she
understands why her parents had their rules
and limits. When she is out in public she says
that adults treat her like an adult not like an
irre-

sponsible teenager because she has a child.
They look at her and see how well she can
handle her responsibilities and they respect
her for that—but that respect has come at a
price.

There are a lot of statistics out there on
teen pregnancies and one of them is: teenagers
who have strong emotional attachments to
their parents are much less likely to become
sexually active at an early age.

At a younger age,
Tina felt she never got the
attention she wanted. She
was the middle child and
she never got the most at-
tention. Her older sister
was special because she
was the first and her
younger brother was spe-
cial because he’s the baby
of the family and she al-
ways seemed to fit some-
where in the middle after

“One statistic

school diploma

high school”

claims that one-
third of teen moth-
ers receive a high

and seven in ten
mothers complete

them.

She always liked to get attention from
guys because she never got the attention she
starved for at home.

Tina’s life is far from boring and her
life is changing everyday—and not always for
the better. She is giving the father one month
to see if he changes and starts paying child
support. If he doesn’t, then she is going to
break off their relationship because she can’t
handle all the pain from him anymore. All the
lies are starting to get to her. These are con-
cerns that are beyond her teenage years.

She claims she can’t handle the whole
mother thing by herself and it would be nice
for the father to help out.

Her weekdays consist of getting up and
getting herself ready, getting Nathaniel ready,
going to school, coming home and watching
Nathaniel, hopefully getting her homework
done when Nathaniel goes to bed, then going
to bed just to wake up and do it all over again.
Not exactly what every teenage girl
imagines her life will be like. @







(Continued from page 6)

hang out on a street corner when I was a kid
too. What was there to do besides drive up
and down Main Street and sit on the corner?"

Even though it was a big deal for the
City Council to wait till school started to re-
view this law, few students had ever even
heard about it. Common responses were,
“What’s that?” “There doing what? What does
that mean?’ “So we can’t hang out there any-
more?” Marsha Paulson was relieved when
the City Council waited till fall so the students
knew about the law and she was excited by
how many students came to talk about it.

So where do teens go? The Mayor, Fred
Naaktgeboren, had a few suggestions. “Kids
should hang out where they have for genera-
tions, home, parks, restaurants, school events,
church events, ect.” He also added “The City
has already made a number of investments in
places for youth. Café 22 is one example. We
continue to direct spending into projects that
will provide a positive environment for youth
including the BMX track, Skate Park, ice
arena, and improvements to city parks.”

These are all fine places to go but when
questioned as to why students don’t hang out
there, Junior Dawn Sovell said, “Those are
summer places, dude it’s cold out!”

That’s why teens find places to go like
the Courts, the Corner and Gordy’s. You don’t
have to pay, just talk to your friends and
hangout.

Junior Kellie Langworthy has been to
the corner a couple of times. “People just stand
there and talk,” she laughs and kids around,
“No, they get naked and run rampant through
the streets.”

Jeremy Lehn, a freshman, hangs out at
the corner because his older brother goes
there. The new law bothered him and he
thought, “It’s kinda stupid, I don’t know, it
feels like their attacking the kids just for try-
ing to have fun.”

The Courts is the same, people became
upset when they heard that they could now get
ticketed for being there too late or loitering in
other areas around the Courts.

“I think it is wrong because there’s no

place for kids to hang out. Kids should be able
to be wherever that want unless they are caus-
ing harm or trouble.” Junior Amanda Elsen-
peter said, then she went on, “The things that
go on at Gordy’s is different than what other
people do, meaning if their doing wrong it
doesn’t mean everyone else is doing wrong.”

The “wrong” Elsenpeter was referring
to is why the City decided to make this law.
Fights had been a usual thing at Gordy’s,
whether it was verbal or physical. Fights were
minimal at the Courts, and only verbal at the
Corner. Drugs became an issue too; there
were incidents of selling and using. Also peo-
ple who lived by Gordy’s felt so unsafe that
they drove short distances to avoid the people
who hung out there. Businesses in the area
were suffering too.

The Police Chief has reported that
since the ordinance, the complaints and calls
have been much reduced.

The Mayor, Fred Naaktgeboren, even
claims, “One local business manager reports
that their problems have been virtually elimi-
nated.”

Senior Adam Leech who used to hang
out at Gordy’s, or meet people there, thought
the new law wasn’t so bad. “Its kinda a good
law, to keep the riff raff down.”

Many employees of Gordy’s feel relief
that they no longer have to put up with the
teens and feel safer since they have left the
parking lot.

Yes, they may have solved one problem,
but still there are so many left. Where can the
teens go, what can they do? Most of them are
just hanging out, having a good time. Sure,
fights may arise and drugs may show up, but
that happens everywhere, even in the suppos-
edly safe halls of school. Besides, that is not
the problem that needs to be resolved here.

“Where can we go?” Amanda Elsen-
peter asks. That is the main problem there is
no place for young adults and until this prob-
lem is seriously addressed teens will congre-
gate in places like parking lots, corners and

basketball courts.




Condoms in the school: deadly silence
By Ashley Menzel and Danielle Klatt

It's a big secret; it's a taboo; its un-
touchable. The community, teachers, and ad-
ministration try to avoid even mentioning it
How is it a society that is so advanced in tech-
nology can be so backwards in protection of

“Should the
schools be re-
sponstible for
prouviding ac-
cess to con-
doms, or is
this the pre-
rogative of the
family?”

their teens?

Should the schools be
responsible for providing access
to condoms, or is this the pre-
rogative of the family?

Secretaries blush, teach-
ers cower away from the sub-
ject, and questions go unan-
swered. Where is the compas-
sion?

Students take 10t grade
health, where they learn ways
to be safe. Don’t you think if
they teach ways to keep teens
safe, that the schools should

have some area where they are supplied?

When questioned about how it would
affect teen promiscuity if condoms were made
available to teens in the schools, Tyler Olson
replies “Right now they are afraid of getting
pregnant but if they were there, [there would
be an increase in teen sexual activity]”

But according to Molly Pietig “I would

like it if the school nurse would have condoms
available because parents are more worried of
telling them not to have sex then telling them
how to protect themselves.”

Health teacher Mary Bremmer said,
“Condoms—health wise—it is a great idea.
Public opinion—I don’t think I would have my
job for long.” And this is where the trouble
lies—people seem to have a rational opinion
and a paralyzing fear.

Some more outgoing teachers took in-
terviews. Not all agreed as to what was
proper and should be done, but at least they
had their own opinions.

Of all the interviews, Ninth Grade Ad-
vocate, Rene Parcheta was the only faculty

member who was for the distribution of con-
doms. She explained that because of policy
she couldn’t hand out condoms to a student be-
cause she could lose her job.

“It’s policy. I can’t hand them out. I
would get fired. As a counselor; it’s against
district rules. I can encourage use though.”

She goes on to talk about the good ef-
fects condoms have and how they make people
talk to one another about sex.

“It doesn’t make people go out and have
sex but if you have a condom in your hand you
have to at least talk.”

Parcheta believes that faculty, admini-
stration, and parents should not be afraid to
talk about sex. The more open and comfort-
able they are with the subject the more ques-
tions teens can ask. And the more answers
that teens receive, the better off they will be.

Many teachers believed it wasn’t the
school’s responsibility.

Mrs. Sheri Tamte thought that it might
be a good idea to have access to information
and resources students needed to be safe.

She worried, “I don’t want to make a
parent’s decision. A family decision.” She
went on to say, “I'm not sure I want that re-
sponsibility. I don’t need to be a parent to 90
more people.”

Ms. Tamte is very open with sexuality
and talks to her 15-year-old son Adam freely
on the subject. She has found herself asking
him in front of his friends how he knows he is
ready and responsible enough for sex. She is
sure when her seven year old daughter Julia is
old enough she will be open with her too.

Mr. Matt Lubben accepted the inter-
view but once he found out the subject at hand
he became nervous.

“It’s getting a little risqué, give me time
to think about it.” And the interview was post-
poned.

Mr. Lubben expresses that the school’s

(Continued on page 9)






Selective service: the realities of the draft
by Kelly Flannery

Eighteen—a birthday people look for-
ward to. Suddenly you are able to legally do
things that were denied to you in the past.
But with this birthday, you can now be
drafted.

With the events that occurred on Sep-
tember 11th, our country has gone to war. We
are not only protecting our homeland from
more attacks, but also our citizens abroad. If
our country needs more men, they can use the
Selective Service System and it is possible we
may need to.

Suddenly, what was once three arbi-
trary letters (SSS) now has amazing impact to
any young man who is eighteen, or on the
verge of turning eighteen.

“What does that mean?” replies Junior
Amanda Mengelkoch when asked if she knew
what the Selective Service was.

Not many students at BHS knew what
it is when they were asked. But once the word
“draft” was used, there was a lot of “Oh ok, 1
know what you're talking about now.”

To put it into technical terms, the Se-
lective Service is an agency of the United
States Government to draft men into whatever
part of the military they are needed 1n.

The law requires that all male citizens
register within 30 days of their 18" birthday.
Late registrations are accepted. but not once a
man reaches the age of 26. Once a man
reaches the age of 26 he 1s considered to be too
old to regis-
ter.

It is
now possible
for a man to
submit regis-
tration infor-
mation early,
as long as he
is at least 17
years old.
Selective Ser-
vice will keep

his information on file and process it auto-
matically later in the year, when the man is
within 30 days of reaching his 18th birthday.

To register, the easiest and fastest way
is to do it online. Go to the Selective Service
website (www.sss.gov) and click on the
“Register online now” icon. All you have to do
is fill out some basic information and within
seconds you'll receive your Selective Service
number. Another way you can do it is go to a
U.S. Post Office and pick up a registration
form, complete it and sign it, and mail it in.

If the Congress and the President rein-
stated a military draft, the Selective Service
System would conduct a National Lottery to
determine the order in which young men
would be drafted. The lottery would establish
the priority of call based on the birth dates of
those registered. The first men drafted would
be those turning 20 years old in the year of the
draft. If a young man turns 21, he’d be in the
second priority, and so on. Younger men
would not be called until men in the 20-25 age
group are called.

Even though it is the law to sign up
when a man reaches 18 years old, there are
still some people who refuse to sign up. Sam
Nord says, “Canada here I come! How stupid
can you be?”

A former student at BHS, Andy
Holthaus, who is now serving in the military,
said the main reason he signed up was to fight
for his country.

You may want to think twice if you're
one of those people who are thinking about not
signing up. You may find you are ineligible for
certain benefits. Some include student finan-
cial aid, government employment, employ-
ment, you won’t qualify for Federal student
loans or grant programs, and more. Some
doors may be permanently closed. You may, if
prosecuted, face a fine of up to $250,000 and/or
a prison term of up to five years.

If a man really feels that he doesn’t

(Continued on page 11)
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bison stampcc!c

The bison 5tamlnec/c isa Public forum Publishec{ bg Buffalo High
School, and Prcscntcc’ to the communitg of bugalo, MN

ts purpose is to investigate, evaluate, cha”cngc, and inform stu-

The NCWSM-'{;’JZ/HC 0/15"'[[-3/0 /—/{'t.’/7 School c]cnts OF issues which may bc oF concemn to them. Thc 5tan1pcde also pro-

vides an open forum for the diverse views of its rcaders.—opcning its pages

877 Bison Boulevard
BuHalo, MN 55313

to writers outside the staff.

E ditorials represent the consensus of the editorial board, but not
Phone: 76%-682-8089 ncccssarilg the views of the advisor, administrators, or the Buffalo School

District.

Thc stamlncc/c staff encourages letters to the cditorial board.
[ ducation E)cgond the E)lackboard |_etters should be fewer than 250 words and must be signcc]. |_etters are
l(cpt onfile in the 5tam/ncdc archives and may be reviewed upon request.
The editorial board reserves the right to edit letters due to space restric-

tions, and to avoid statements which may be construed as ]ibelous, slander-
SOON TO BE ON THE WEB |ous, orobscene
2001-2002

5tampca/c I” dito rial

On E lection Day, our school immcdiatcly changcd. You may not have felt it at the time, but a groundswc“
was dc{:initcly undcrway.

With the defeat of the referendum, life at Bﬁs will never be the same. District 877, which needed the
monies of the referendum to operate, IS NOW aPProximatc|5 $1.4 million in the hole. And this money will be made up—
it must be made up.

Now this is where the hurt comes in. Ncarly 85% of the district’s financial outlay comes in salaries and
benefits. As a result, most |il<c|3, the deficit will be made up with staff rcductions—cnough to total $1.4 million

Now, with an estimated budgct of $35 million dollars, the district sPcnds, annua”y, over $5 million on non-
staff related cxPcnditurcs. Can the monecy be Found, crcativcly, without cutting staff?

[tisthe stampcdc’s fear that those with the least voice will pay the most with budgct reductions. District
877 hasa Proud tradition of Providing excellence to those that have much. But who will advocatc——givc voice—to the
“have nots”?

Was does this mean For the students of B"'LS” cht year there will be more crowded classroom, less clcc—
tive choices, ha“ways and |caming environments sPi”ing to caPacity.

Thc editorial staff of the stampcc/c is saddcncd, Frustratcd, and angcrcd by this turn of events for educa-
tion in Bugalo. PBut we can do somcthing. Make your voices heard. Do somcthing. I\cyou think that the educa-
tional oPPortunitics at B]”LS are valuable make some noise. I\cyou settle for, “Well, | am_just a kid. Who'll listen to

me?” then your decisions will be made Foryou.




