
Snow Daze2009

Above Top: Dressed as a Nurse and an English Teacher for Career Day, Juniors 
Sam Mailhot and Emily Anderson discuss the book The Lord of the Flies.  Above 
Bottom: Senior boys cheer on the Boys’ Team during the Monday AAA volleyball 
Challenge.  Top Left: Freshman Gina Nyberg guides Math Teacher Marcia Bauman 
through Wednesday’s AAA obstacle Course. Bottom Far Left: Senior Ben Stephens 
dressed as Inspector Gadget on Movie Character Day. Botton Middle Left: Seniors Al 
Gutknecht and Alex Buffi e dress as Neo from The Matrix for Duo Day. Bottom Right: 
On Duo Day Junior Bobby Person dresses as Mario.

“It’s cool, almost like battle of the sexes”- Senior Bruce 

“The obstacle course was really hard; I kept 
saying ‘right’ as I watched her turn left towards the 
audience. It was terrible.”
-Freshman Gina Nyberg

“I liked it this year 
because the dress up 
days were good for 
every one” -Sophomore 
Michael LaCroix

“We tried some new ideas, 
and a lot of those ideas were 
successful.” -NHS Advisor 
Brigitta Rettmann

“I was really hoping 
more people would 
get involved. Oh well, 
I guess you win some 
and you lose some.”
-Junior Sam Mailhot

Snow Daze
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more people would 
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I guess you win some 
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Half-Full
Despite a year of economic hardship 

and district-wide budget cuts, students 

fi nd much to celebrate
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FASTFACTS
February 13 &14
The Valentine’s Day Dance 
was hosted by the track team.  The 
previous day, students received 
chocolate and/or fl owers during 
class. 
February 17
The Jazz Band Concert was 
held. “It was the best concert yet,” 
said Junior Garret Lee. 
February 20
The Staff Showcase took place.  
Teachers displayed their talents 
through singing, dancing, and 
juggling. All money was donated 
into the 877 Scholarship Fund.
February 23
Senior Privileges began. 
Privileges include the Senior 
Breakfast, Senior Appreciation 
Day, and the opportunity to leave 
school twenty minutes early.
February 23 
A Cell Phone & Technology 
Safety Seminar was  held for 
parents concerned about their 
children “sexting” others. 

On June 29, 2007 the Apple iPhone was released. With it, a multitude of  advanced 
technology all in the reach of  one simple click. On July eighth, 2008 the Application store 
for both the iPhone and the iPod touch was released. An application store on the iPhone 
gave the user access to a multitude of  applications for any desire. You can solve a qua-
dratic equation with three simple clicks, you have the access to a translator for language 
tests, there’s even a chemistry application that allows you to view the Periodic Table Of  
Elements and the individual information on each element.

Even before the iPhone there were problems with students cheating with tech-
nology. The instant messaging feature on Cellular devices posed a threat, causing some 
schools to ban cell phones from the grounds. Schools have banned any form of  iPod or 
cell phone from being used on any test or any in class assignment, but this hasn’t stopped 
most students from fi nding a way to get the answers from another source.                  

“I think it’s going to get harder for us to be able to use our iPods and cell phone,” 
says Sophomore Billy Longstreet. “We probably won’t be allowed to have in technology 
in school soon.”

COLMMACNAB
STAFF WRITER

Saturday, February 7, the Boys’ Basketball team took on Cooper High School 
for the Ninth Annual Pat Sonju Memorial Basketball Game. Pat was the former boys’ 
basketball coach before passing away unexpectedly in October of  1999. He is survived 
by his wife Kim Sonju-Zrust, who is a teacher at Buffalo Community Middle School, 
and his children, Avery and Cameron.

“It’s great for our family to have the opportunity to remember Pat in such a great 
way. To have so many friends and family come together for a basketball game would 
make him very happy,” said Sonju-Zrust.

The boys played a strong fi rst half, entering halftime with an 18-point lead. As 
the time ran down in the second half, Cooper came back, winning 57-51. Cooper is 
coached by Pat’s brother, making the game emotional for both teams.

“There is less pressure for this game,” said Head Coach Nick Guida. “Sometimes 
I get caught up in winning, but we’re playing a game and there are so many more valu-
able things. We’re very lucky.”

In Remembrance
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New technology raises ethical questions

DANIKROLAK & ALIKIERNAN
SPORTS EDITOR & ACTIVITIES EDITOR
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Custodians discuss what they go through each day within the halls 
of Buffalo High School

With sore feet and aching fi ngers the custodial staff  glance over the newly 
shined fl oors, knowing that tomorrow is the start of  a new day, beginning with 
the same chores that belong to students shameless disarray that was left the prior 
evening. 

When it comes to maintaining the building, custodians work four to eight 
hour shifts, fi ve days a week. A typical custodian’s workload consist of  emptying 
the garbage, sweeping the fl oors, putting up and setting down the chairs and 
tables in the lunch room, scrubbing the toilets and the bathroom fl oors. Outside 
work consists of  cutting the grass, cleaning windows, and shoveling the sidewalk/
parking lot. In addition, making sure that the high school is picture perfect, despite 
the diffi culty of  students littering, adds to their workload.     

After school there are apple cores, dirty napkins, and food scraps left on the 
newly cleaned tables. This behavior tends to continue during the home games 
with empty pop bottles, candy wrappers, popcorn bags, and fast food trash that 

fi ll the bleachers.             
“I think that 25 percent of  the students really appreciate what we do here, 

and another 25 percent don’t, and I can see this by the damage and graffi ti on 
the desk, plugged up bathrooms stalls, and left over garbage,” said Custodian Pat 
Pawlek, “Along with the typical comment, ‘ha, why do they care if  I make a mess, 
they get paid to clean it up anyway’, and the other 50 percent are completely 
oblivious.” 

Seventy-four percent of  fi fty students claimed to have left garbage on the 
table, fl oor, or bleachers not paying attention as to whom has to clean it up. 

 “I think that we take for granted the maintaining of  the building,” said 
Parking Lot Attendant Amy Johnson. “Sometimes I see a wrapper on the fl oor 
and I see students just walk right on by.”

Regarding the lack of  respect, the custodians continue to do their best to 
make the school a clean environment for us all.

MANDYSAMUELSON  
STAFF WRITER

The Custodial Arts

Morning Lunch End of the Day

I like showing them 
that just because I’m a girl 
doesn’t mean I’m weak and 
it surprises   most guys that I 
can beat them up the way I 
do.

“

Darian Givens

Custodian Richard Liefert takes out garbage in exchange 
for a new garbage bag.

Custodian Dave Poirier plans on wiping down the wom-
ens bathroom.

Liefert makes his way through the school to take out any 
garbage that he spots.

Darian Givens tells 
all on the life of 
being a girl boxer

Q: What got you 
initerested in the 
sport, boxing?

“

Q: How do the other 
guys react towards 
you being the one 
that they will be 
boxing?

Q: How do you feel 
when Darian goes 
into the ring when 
she is boxing?

Whenever Darian 
goes into the ring I get 
scared and my heart beats 
quicker when she gets hit, 
and I wonder if she's ok.

-Givens Mother Amy 
Gieszler

““

“

“ I saw boxing on TV 
my brother was watching 
it, and I started to try 
and imitate the boxing, 
my dad saw how into it I 
was and signed me up 
for it. Around age 8 I was 
placed onto the male  
team, because they didn’t 
have anything more 
advanced for me.
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-Take chairs and tables 
out
-Clean up after 
breakfast
-Shovel side-walk (if 
snowed/snowing)

-Fold chairs and tables 
up
-Sweep the wrappers 
and left overs
-Take the garbage out

-Vacuum the resource 
areas and classrooms
-Get all the garbage 
from all rooms
-Mop the fl oors for the 
cafeteria and hallways
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Administrators ponder a scheduling 
change in upcoming years
With a lack of money coming in, the district considers alternative 
options to the four-block schedule currently run at the high school

With budget cuts and lack of  funding, the administration is con-
sidering revamping Buffalo High School as you know it. A substantial 
issue on the table is whether or not to maintain the four block schedule 
or trade it for a less expensive alternative.   

The administration has made it clear that the four-block schedule 
currently used is a priority.  As of  right now, next year’s curriculum is 
built around the four-block schedule, but if  the State decides to cut the 
education budget to cover the six billion dollar deficit, the school will 
have to look drastically at how it schedules students. 

“If  our funding problems continue as far as failure to pass levies 
and the state not coming through with dollars for schools, that’s lead-
ing us toward something other than the block schedule,” said Assistant 
Principal Matt Lubben.  

Alternative schedule options include: three trimesters with five 
classes per day, a modified block schedule with skinnies (two 40 minute 
classes in place of  one block) or the traditional schedule of  six hours 
per day. Buffalo Community Middle School and the elementary schools 
in District #877 currently use a traditional schedule.  

These surrogate schedules require fewer staff  (staff  and faculty lay-
offs), which fundamentally makes them cheaper. They also offer fewer 
electives, which saves the district money. 

The obvious pro of  these alternative schedules is that they will save 
the school money. Traditional schedules like the six-hour day also allow 
for more material to be covered yearly. The cons, however, have staff  
and students alike questioning the possible change.

“An alternative schedule wouldn’t affect me because I will be gone, 
but my brother is going to be in ninth grade and I want him to enjoy the 
many benefits of  four blocks,” said Senior Nathan Engfer. 

Sixty-six percent of  students said they would not support an al-
ternative school schedule. The majority of  staff  said that they’d like to 

keep the block, but if  change was necessary, they would opt for the five 
hour day because it’s closest to the four block schedule. If  the school 
switched to a traditional schedule, that majority of  teachers felt their 
teaching styles would have to change as well.   

“Shortened hours would lead me to have less in depth activities, 
less homework assigned on a daily basis and less time for students to do 
work in class,” said Math Teacher Emily Greeley.   

Replacing the current four-block day with one of  the possible alter-
native schedules would give each teacher fewer students per class with 
more students daily. Class periods would be significantly shorter, but 
classes that are currently one semester would run for an entire year. 

“You cannot teach the same level of  high quality education with the 
traditional schedule,” said Social Studies Teacher Gerard Rohl. “[With 
four blocks] you can do two or three things in 80 minutes and finish 
them.”

Student Counselors advocated that four blocks allow for more 
scheduling options: a more flexible schedule with a larger variety of  
classes to choose from. The majority of  staff  said that a four block 
schedule promotes a calmer teaching and learning atmosphere. Students 
are not running from class to class, teachers have more time to prepare 
and increased time to get to know fewer students. 

“With a traditional schedule, I don’t know if  there will be time 
to review what you did yesterday, learn new material, practice it and 
answer questions,” said Math Teacher Stacy Eggers. “I would feel more 
rushed.”  

Principal Mark Mischke and a committee of  staff  are currently 
weighing the options to find what will best benefit the school, its stu-
dents and faculty. Ultimately, their decision depends on Governor Tim 
Pawlenty’s budget proposal.  

“I think the four block schedule is worth fighting for,” said Lub-

ben, “but eventually, you just can’t afford to do it.”

FRANCIEVARNER
STAFF WRITER

ALTERNATIVES TO FOUR BLOCKS
Three trimesters per year with 
fi ve classes a day

A modifi ed block schedule 
featuring “skinnies”

A traditional schedule of  six 
classes per day

     POSSIBLE NEW SCHEDULES

fewer teachers and staff

fewer electives offered

a less fl exible schedule 
with fewer classes to 

choose from

Teachers have more 
students per day

less cost to run

more materials covered 
yearly

potentially smaller class 
sizes

ProsCons

Monday’s School 
Board Meeting 
updates

Buffalo High School

Community

No Community Ed. Summer School

Need to cut $50,000 from city  
programs

Lifeguards at Pulaski Beach have 
been eliminated.

SPARK will have $20,000 cut from 
their program.  
The board is still considering other options. 
May look at other options

Elimination of  after school activity 
busses for 2009-2010 school year

Possibility that some students will 
have to walk to school next year.

Fourth annual 
Community 
Book Read 
The Community Book Read will be 
held Monday March, 16 in the PAC. 
The book is Touching Spirit Bear 
written by Ben Mikaelsen. There are 
still copies available in the library. 

5-6pm reception
6-7pm student led discussion 
groups
7-8pm Author Ben Mikaelsen 
presentation

MATTEBELING
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Bring in basketballs, softballs or baseballs to 
benefi t Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose schools!

New Pateints will 
receive a free fi rst day 
visit from March 16-21

MARCH MADNESS

Existing patients will 
receive a free adjustment 

on March 17th

Running fast, covered in sweats from head to toe, 
drenched with sweat, one foot after another, heavy 
breathing, exhausted. These are some things wrestlers 
go through to lose those extra pounds during the 
season.

“Once I had to cut 14 pounds before team 
sections,” said Junior Captain Timmy Ruter. “I had 
about 32 hours. What I did was I wouldn’t eat anything 
for two days before I weighted in. I’d also run a lot, at 
home, during practice, and during AAA. Cutting weight 
sucks. It was easy at fi rst because I wasn’t going down 
that far. Now I’m wrestling at 130 and it’s a lot harder.”

The boys’ wrestling team has a lot to live up to this 
year. Last year they had a winning season with 19 wins 
and 12 losses. They also went to state for teams for the 
fi rst time in 13 years. It took weeks of  hard work and 
long practices to get there.

“I think we should be able to make the section 
fi nals this year,” said Coach Paul Arens. “I think we 
have a solid shot at state too. With the season coming to 
an end, the team is peaking at the right time. We’ve been 
winning matches and been really successful.” 

A typical practice consists of  starting off  by 
practicing basic moves for 15 minutes, meanwhile the 
coaches observe and give the wrestlers suggestions 

how to improve their technique. Following that they are 
taught new moves. Afterward they either head out to 
the track or outside to do sprints. Next, they live wrestle 
for about 45 minutes. Practice is fi nished by doing 
conditioning. Usually they pick up a 45 pound weights 
and do squats, lunges, and curls. The wrestlers usually 
run more than lift weights.

“Practice is as hard as a college practice,” said 
Senior Captain David Baker. “I mean we work really 
hard, we get right down to business and wrestle.”   

Live wrestling during practice challenges the 
wrestlers and keeps them on their toes. It gives them a 
chance to go up against better wrestlers on the team. 

 “The live wrestling is the most important part of  
practice because it simulates a match and gives us more 
experience,” said Junior Tucker Vogt.  

The Bison wrestling team won their fi nal regular 
season home meet this year 52 to 18 against conference 
rival Zimmerman. The next meet is away vs. St. Cloud 
Tech, on February 28. In order for the team to get far 
this year, practice has been pushed on each wrestler 
incredibly hard. With the season coming to an end, the 
wrestlers are coming together strong to try and compete 
for the section title. 

“The team has done really good this year, we’ve 
had a few bumps on the road here, but it gives us a 
chance to prove ourselves again this year,” said Senior 
Bruce Manz. “We’ve worked hard in practice to get 
this far, and it’s paid off.”

Prove Yourself: will power to succeed
Wrestlers work hard to cut weight and compete at higher levels

RachelBennet

RachelBennet

CHELSEYALEXANDER, DILLONLYREK 
& CHUCKHERMES
STAFF WRITERS

Senior Zach Smith pins down Minnetonka opponent on 
December 19. Bison defeated the Skippers away 42-31.
Sophomore Shawn Worth and Sophomore Tanner Robasse 
mock a live match at practice to give team more experience.

2008-2009 Season at a Glance
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 this year is pretty tight.  
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I think the wrestler-coach 

The coaches know how to handle 
relationship
The coaches know how to handle 
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The coaches know how to handle 

 this year is pretty tight.  

the wrestlers. The 
The coaches know how to handle 
the wrestlers. The 
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All in all, it’s pretty 
strong as we thought it would be.  

All in all, it’s pretty 
strong as we thought it would be.  

relaxed
strong as we thought it would be.  

relaxed
strong as we thought it would be.  

-Junior Tucker Vogt

“

“

Regular Season Record:

Section Seeding:

19-8

3rd



It is the longest-running Senate campaign in the nation.  
The race between Norm Coleman and Al Franken is still going 
on after three months. At fi rst it looked like Norm Coleman 
had the lead after the election. But his lead disappeared after 
the long recount. Al Franken went ahead by 225 votes when 
the recount concluded. But Norm Coleman has other ideas. 
He has fi led a law suit trying to get rejected absentee ballots 
included in the recount. Now, the already long election is going 
to take even longer to wrap up. 

While everyone waits the decision of  the judges, 
Minnesota only has one senator in Washington D.C. That 
means Minnesota is only getting one vote on the important 
issues facing Congress right now. This puts extra pressure on 
Democrat Amy Klobuchar because she is the only senator 
representing Minnesota at this time. 

“It’s just too much. It shouldn’t take this long,” said 
Sophomore Keenan Brown. 

This election has caused some extreme responses from 
students.

“It’s absolutely ridiculous that they haven’t fi gured this out 
by now,” said Sophomore Chuck Jacobs. “I think Coleman 
should just give it up to Franken so we can just get this over 
with.”

While some students have strong opinions about this 

election, most students have no opinion at all. When asked if  
they care about this election at all, 80 percent of  students said 
that they don’t care. Which begs the question, “Why should 
students care about this election?”

“Students should care about this election,” said Social 
Studies Teacher Devin Davidson. “These are the individuals 
who could be making decisions that affect their lives 
everyday.”

The fact is that both candidates care a lot about public 
schools, and helping make college more affordable for students. 
While in offi ce for the last 6 years, Norm Coleman helped 
increase Pell Grants by 97.5 percent. Pell Grants are given to 
low-income undergraduate students in order to promote access 
to post-secondary education. Coleman also helped decrease 
the cost of  college textbooks, and helped pass a law saying that 
federal loans will always be available for any student. 

According to Al Franken’s website, if  he turns out to be 
the winner, he plans on pushing a $5000 tax credit for students 
per year for up to 4 years of  college. Also, he plans to increase 
funding for public schools and increasing teacher salaries.    

This election has been dragged out over the last three 
months. It has caused a lot of  strong opinions, or no opinions 
at all. But there is no denying the importance of  the election, 
because students in Minnesota that plan on furthering their 
education will be affected by this decision for the next six 
years.    

JOSHHIGH
STAFF WRITER
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Decisions.
Decisions.

PUTTING YOU FIRST

You know the questions.

Do you have answers?

We can help.

msum.com A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System

Franken vs. Coleman The race for Minnesota’s senate seat continues

TANNERPALM
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You can have You can have 
the discipline of the discipline of 
regret or discipline discipline 
of pain. Either you  Either you 
wish you wouldn’t wish you wouldn’t 
have played that have played that 
way, or you can way, or you can 
work hard during work hard during 
practice and have  have  
it pay off in the 
end.

-Senior Michelle-Senior Michelle
Besemann 

“

“

Senior Zach Mellon, Track and Field 
Athlete of  the Year, signed a Letter of  Intent for 
the University of  Wisconsin, Madison February 
4, with the staff  lounge full of  onlookers. After 
signing the papers with his mom, Portia, Mellon 
was all smiles.  Recently, Mellon was on the 
cover of  ‘ESPN Rise Magazine’ and featured in 
a four-page spread dedicated to his achievements. 
Including, breaking the Minnesota’s State record 
for the half  mile and also fi nishing second place at 
the USATF Junior National meet.

 “It was pretty overwhelming being in ESPN 
Rise.  Doing the photo shoot was really fun and 
just seeing the magazine makes it really sink in 
with all the accomplishments that I’ve had on the 
track,” says Mellon.  “It’s weird to see it circulating 
in the school and seeing my face on the cover of  a 
magazine.  It feels kind of  awkward with the press 
because I don’t know what to say.  They expect to 
hear something great but I’m just a kid that has 
this God-given gift.  When I’m out on the track, I 
try to disassociate myself  from that.”

After signing the letter, Zach’s mom, Portia, 
step-dad, Don, and 3 brothers, Simon, Isaac, 
and Jared smiled for the cameras for the Wright 
County Journal Press.  The room was packed 
with members of  Mellon’s family, friends, school 
administrators, teachers, and press.

“My parents have been very supportive, 
not just fi nancially, but getting into the sport.  As 
much as it’s been a trip for me, it’s been the same 
for them too,” says Mellon.  “They get just as 
much out of  it as I do.  And it’s overwhelming 
too, because I have a full ride to Madison, not that 
money is everything, but not having to pay for 4 
or 5 years of  college lifts a big weight off  of  their 
shoulders and mine.”

For seniors in high school, picking out the 
right college is tough, but Mellon has a gift that 
many colleges want to have.  But the choice was 
all on him.

“I chose Madison because of  the coach 
and the whole recruiting process,” says Mellon. 
“I caught myself  paying attention to the coaches 
and the time that I spent with them.  I was 
basically looking for a relationship that I have 
with the current coach, Mr. [Dave] Knutson and 
I found that with the Madison coach.  They are 
just a phenomenal team and the school there is 
incredible.”

With all of  his accomplishments comes 
history.  Having the ability to be as fast as Mellon, 
makes some wonder how he realized he was so 
good at track and cross country.  According to 
Mellon, he found his talent on a whim.

“I’m a pretty spiritual person, so I have to 
acknowledge that God worked in different ways 
for me to join track,” comments Mellon.  “I had 

a little run in with my friend [Senior] Nathan 
Engfer and he said that he was faster than me and 
I said no you’re not faster than me.  We were really 
competitive so I said that I would go and join track 
to show that I can beat him.”

During the “younger days”, many kids have 
the dreams of  becoming an astronaut or the next 
Michael Phelps, but with Mellon, his dreams didn’t 
pursue athleticism.

“I didn’t think that I would be an athlete 
of  any kind or caliber.  In middle school, when 
I joined track, I hated running.  I didn’t even like 
track when I joined it,” states Mellon.  “But once I 
started racing, I liked it.”

“I remember in eighth grade when [Senior] 
Tyler Pierce and I would run the mile”, says 
Mellon, “we would try to get 7 minutes or less 
and we fi nally beat it with a 6:57 or something like 
that and Mr. [Ross] Mjelde said, ‘You guys have 
to come and try out for track with times like that 
you’ll be winning races.’  That was a complete lie, 
if  you were to run a time like that you’d get dead 
last.”

While attending Madison, Mellon would like 
to major in biology and is interested in helping 
people, so maybe physical therapy.

Mellon is truly living a high school seniors 
dream and embraces every second of  it.

“Overall,” says Mellon, “it’s been 
incredible.”

Letter of Intent
Zach Mellon signs with University of Wisconsin - Madison

Pen in hand, Senior Bruce Manz began 
signing his Letter of  Intent to play football for 
the University of  South Dakota on a full ride 
scholarship.

“B-R…” Head Football Coach Gerard 
Rohl encouraged.

 “What’s the rest of  it?” Manz asks causing 
the supporting crowd to laugh.

Manz received over a dozen offers including 
full rides to University of  South Dakota and 
North Dakota State University. University of  
Minnesota-Mankato was the fi rst to offer him 
a scholarship but eventually backed out after 
realizing they were up against bigger schools, 
lessening their chances.

“I taught religion at church that night, so I 
went and asked Erika Rhode to pray with me 
because I couldn’t decide,” said Manz. “After 
explaining the situation she told me that it seemed 
like I owed it to them. USD was the fi rst one to 
offer me the full ride. They were with me through 
the whole thing.”

Eventually making the decision, Manz 
picked up the phone and dialed the USD coach’s 
number, not knowing what he was going to say to 

him but informing him on his verdict. Recalling 
the next phone call to NDSU, Manz says telling 
them he wasn’t going to play for them was the 
hardest thing he has done in his life so far.

First joining football his seventh grade year, 
Manz admits he just went out and hit the nearest 
person. Five years later, that had all changed.

“Bruce called me up on a Sunday and told 
me I had to come to his farm, he had something 
to show me,” said Rohl. “I got to his farm and 
there he was, with these huge tires connected to 
chains, and he was pulling them around. [Coach 
John] Gunderson used the tires for conditioning 
the rest of  the season.”

After graduation this spring, Manz will head 
to Vermillion, South Dakota to act as a practice 
dummy for the Coyotes. Starting classes in the 
fall he will focus on generals with a possible 
double major of  education and agriculture. He 
will spend his fi rst year training to get stronger 
unt il offi cial freshman year for football.

“I don’t consider myself  good,” said Manz. 
“I have to keep striving to be the best. There 
is always someone better than me. My dad has 
always said to shoot for the stars.”

DANIKROLAK
SPORTS EDITOR

Making the Choice
Manz signs with University of South Dakota

PHOTO EDITOR
MATTEBELING

With the diffi cult decision behind him, Senior Bruce 
Manz signs a Letter of Intent with The University of 
South Dakota on a full ride. Manz received offers from 
over a dozen schools, making this process “the hardest 
choice I’ve had to make so far.”
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UPCOMING
EVENTSPresenting the Arts

May 28: 
Arts Finale

April 23-26: 
Spring Musical- Les Misérables

7:30 pm (PAC)

March 5: 
Choir World Music Concert

7:30 pm (PAC)

Art teachers have been busy collecting 
paintings, pottery, sculptures, and all kinds of  
art since the beginning of  the school year. Each 
teacher gathers art in their own respective areas 
of  expertise, with hopes that they can get one 
piece of  work from each art student just for the 
art show. 

“We are going to try to get at least one 
piece from each art student,” said Art Teacher 
John Gunderson. “It isn’t based on skill; we 
want everyone involved.” 

Senior Kelsea Kohler was in Painting One 
last year during fourth quarter, so any art that 
would have been entered into the show wasn’t 
done in time to be in the 2008 art show. She 
knew she wanted to be in art her senior year, so 
with some advice from Gunderson, she started 
taking pictures of  different scenes at different 
angles and views for the perfect picture to use 
for her painting.

“I have always loved art and art history,” 
said Kohler. “Gunderson suggested that I start 
with a still life painting, so this year I took 
pictures of  20 different scenes, and Gunderson 
narrowed it down to fi ve, then I had to pick one 
that I wanted to work with.”

Knowing that the art show is coming up 
on May 28, students are producing art intended 
for the show. 

“I am going to be in the art show this 
year because I was in Drawing One,” said 
Sophomore Olivia Haggerty. “I drew a picture 
of  my deceased grandpa only using the words 
of  a song they sang for him, ‘Fly to Jesus.’ I 
am going to make my grandma come to the art 
show because she doesn’t know I drew it of  him. 
When she sees it, she will stop and recognize my 
grandpa and start to cry. Hopefully because she 
is happy.” 

The art show is a time for the kids who 
have been working on their artwork to show it 
off  and let people know that there is some great 

talent here.
“I am constantly in awe of  the talent here,” 

said Art Teacher Jon Holtz. “I know students 
say that teachers have to say they have done a 
good job, but they really are great.” 

Although there is some real talent, it isn’t 
always recognized the way it should be. Out of  
70 students, 51 percent had no idea there was 
even an arts show.

“I went to the art show last year,” said 
Haggerty. “I like to see the artwork and what 
people can do, but they aren’t recognized the 
way they should be, like the athletes per se.”

Excited for the upcoming show, students 
continue to spend time and perfect their works 
of  art, and teachers are still searching for those 
who really decide to go outside of  the box. 

“It’s the Art Department’s time to show 
off  what we have done,” said Holtz. “It’s a great 
night for the parents and public to see the talent. 
It’s just a really fun night.” 

MEGANDOWNING
STAFF WRITER

Students and teachers prepare for the approaching 2009 
Art Finale art show this coming spring

ARTS FINALE

ARTSHOW:

DANCE:

CHOIR
CONCERT:

7:00pm

7:30pm

8:00pm

February 28: 
Tri-M Variety Show 

7:30 pm (PAC)

Thursday, 
May 28

with  More Class Than Kitsch
One Of A Kind Finds

D MARIES 
CONSIGNMENTS

Jewelry, Accessories 
& Seasonal Dresses

Now Taking and Selling 
Winter Formal, Prom, 

Wedding & Mother of Bride 
Dresses

D MARIES 
CONSIGNMENTS
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Since the early 1960’s, Buffalo High School’s newspaper programs 
have been providing news to students and staff  at Buffalo High School.  
The newspaper has highlighted major events throughout the years and 
continues to supply important information to readers.  Since the paper 
returned in 2003, the mission of  The Hoofprint has been to be authoritative, 
aggressive, essential, caring, and creative as a leading source of  news and 
information for the students, staff, and faculty of  Buffalo High School.  
The 2008-2009 school year has been fi lled with change and we thought it 
was the appropriate time for a change as well.

We print our papers at The Journal Press in downtown Buffalo and, 
because of  the rapidly increasing cost of  paper, they’ve been forced to 
alter the size of  their paper. Due to the change, we were forced to alter 
a routine The Hoofprint has held for seven years. Rather than move our 
business elsewhere, we decided to take this opportunity to change the 
look and feel of  the paper. We’ve had the idea of  change in mind for 
awhile and with The Journal Press giving us an ultimatum it seemed like 
the perfect occasion to go forth with our ideas. We want the paper to be 
visually appealing to our readers while offering more news that appeals to 
a wider audience and hope that this redesign accomplishes that goal.

In addition to the physical changes of  The Hoofprint we have also 
modifi ed our website Hoofprint.net. The website was created three years 
ago with the same purpose as the paper—to supply important information 
to readers.  In contrast to the paper however, the website is being updated 
on a daily basis. This means that it’s more capable of  keeping students 
up-to-date with relevant school news than the monthly editions of  the 
paper. 

We hope the changes we’ve made are visible and positive and that 
the new look of  The Hoofprint will bring as much success to the school as 
before.

THE HOOFPRINT     26 FEBRUARY 20095 OPINIONS

A Redesigned Paper for a Redesigned School

The 2008-2009 school year 
has been fi lled with change and 
we thought it was the appropriate 
time for a change as well.
“ “

SoundBites Bites
“I’m glad that this is my 
last year, it was good 
but not as good as I had 
hoped for.”

“Next year is my last 
year. That’s a positive. 
I don’t like the way this 
school is heading.”

“We’ve got a new 
principal and he’s doing 
pretty well, so are our 
activities.”

“Danceline’s gone, I can’t 
believe all the stuff they’ll 
be cutting next year. It 
looks pretty bad.”

How would you rate your year at BHS thus far?

- Sophomore Hailie Grunwald

- Junior Luke Weinzetl

- Senior Luke Wahlstrom - Junior Greta Dahl

How has your year at BHS gone?

In which direction is District 877 heading?

25%

0%

50%
75%

100%

PositiveNegative

25%

0%

50%
75%

100%

PositiveNegative

Eye of the Bison
Hoofprint Editorial

TANNERPALM

We asked 150 stundets in grades 9-12...
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With one competition 
left, Mock Trial is 
undefeated and 
feeling the pressure

KELLYKIERNAN

Left: Front Row: Lindsay Kappa, 
Allison Mustonen, Katrina Ran-
dal, Danielle Stevens, Alex Lar-
son, Elizabeth Rasset  Second 
Row: Kassandra Williams, Daniel 
Comstock, Lindy Jensen, Ken-
zie Haight, Zachary Marrandino, 
Alisha Cole, Beth Macnab  Third 
Row: Colm Macnab, Michael Port-
tiin, Graham Wyatt, Jacob West-
man, Michael Chenoweth, Charles 
Miller  Back Row: Madlyn Nones, 
Advisor Evan Ronken, Advisor 
Laurie Raymond, Delanny Freer
Above: Colm Macnab and Michael 
Chenoweth  swear in at the St. Mi-
chael trail
Above-Left: Grahan Wyatt and 
Michael Porttiin at the trail against 
school rival, St. Michael. The trail 
was help in the Bison Room this 
December.
Bottom-Left: Kassandra Williams 
also at the St. Michael trail

With an 18 – 0 season record, Buffalo 
High School’s Mock Trail team is only one 
competition away from their state tourna-
ment. The team won State in 2007, and mak-
ing it to state has been their goal for the past 
few years, but last year they fell short in round 
fi ve of  sections against St.Cloud Christian.

 “Last year we made it to regions and 
we lost by two points. This year we are playing 

the same team [St. 

Cloud Christian] for 
the title, and now the 
whole team is look-
ing for revenge,” said 
Senior Jacob West-
man.

 Since late 
October, the team 
of  10 practices with 

their coach, Laurie Raymond, in her class-
room, usually three days a week. But Mock 
Trail is more than their impressive record, they 
work very hard and push themselves daily to 
prepare for the case.

“Mrs. Raymond has a lot of  constructive 
criticism. She makes you work hard and is a – 
very good coach,” said Sophomore Michael 
Portttiin.

The team is also bonds together in and 
outside of  practice. They trust in each oth-
ers abilities and know each other well, which 
helps them while competing. 

“ E ve r y -
one has a really 
great sense of  
humor, and af-
ter wins we like 
to go to The 
House of  Lo 

and drink tea. The team as a whole is really 
tightly knit; you have your regular family, than 
there’s your Mock Trail family,” said Junior 
Lindy Jensen.

Mock Trial’s season has been full of  huge 
wins this year, and numerous perfect 10 scores. 
On February 19, the team competed against 
their own Buffalo Junior Varsity team, a 238 
to 217 win. The win puts them even closer to 
their dream of  reaching the state tournament. 

With the team’s yearly improvements, Mock 
Trial can only hope their continuous success 
remains the same.  

Their fi nal round of  sections will be at 
Thursday at 1:00, in Cambridge.

Pushing for 
State

NATASHASTAHN
ACTIVITIES EDITOR

The team as a whole 
is really tightly knit; 

you have your regular 
family, than 

there’s your Mock 
Trail family.

-Junior Lindy Jensen

“The team as a whole “The team as a whole “
family, than 

“
family, than 
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Anger, disappointment, 
but mostly embarrassment 
were the three strongest 
emotions that waved over me 
as I witnessed the Buffalo Boys’ 
Basketball team lose to the 
opposing Robbinsdale-Cooper 

visitors at the 9th annual Pat Sonju memorial 
game. I did not feel this strongly because we were 
losing, I felt this strongly because some of  the 
Buffalo fans were not losing with the class that 
they should have been.

Believe me, I am proud of  my school, but at 
that moment I was ashamed to be sitting beside 
these people. To be grouped in with people who 
were using racist and personal attacks against the 
opposing team in order to get ahead made me 
oppose my  own classmates.

I love going to games, but not once have 
I been to a game where fans have acted so 
irrationally. Was it because this team was so 
different than what we were used to in Buffalo? 
Was it because the minority on their team was 
white instead of  black for a change? Or maybe it 
was because this team was virtually unstoppable, 
only losing once so far this season…their Secret 
weapon being Rodney Williams, a high school 

student already recruited by the Minnesota 
Gophers. As I, with many others watched the 
Hawks warm up we were stunned by how 
effortless a slam dunk came to him. So why 
would we treat people who had such remarkable 
talent like they were nothing compared to us? 
What made us more superior?

Weeks have passed and yet I still fi nd myself  
contemplating why a school that has always 
represented its town  with class would do such 
a thing…I have fi nally 
narrowed it down to one 
of  two reasons.

One- You felt 
threatened. I don’t blame 
you if  this is the case. 
Copper is one of  the best 
teams out there and it is 
hard to go into a game 
feeling like the underdog. But, this is still no reason 
to resort to personal attacks in order to get your 
way. To tell you the truth, I’m sure this is one of  
the main reasons as to why we lost; Remarks like 
these ones create such a negative attitude on both 
sides of  the court that our opponents most likely 
strived harder to rack up another win in order 
to prove us wrong. And just a thought…if  you 

actually pay attention to free throws, it seems as if  
the times when the crowd boos and cracks jokes 
are coincidentally the times when the most points 
are scored against us as well. Think about it.

Two- You were jealous. Face the truth; you 
were a little bit jealous. Their team is amazing! 
They have a great line up, Williams leading the way. 
I know that during the warm ups as you watched 
him dunk the ball so effortlessly you were in awe, 
just wishing you could do something that well 

yourself. Maybe 
this was why 
as soon as the 
game started you 
felt threatened 
and had to 
use racial slurs 
and personal 
attacks to make 

yourselves feel like better people. Who knows, 
jealously is a little green monster that takes a hold 
of  us when we least expect it, and it was evident 
that you were jealous by the way that the same 
people who were embarrassing yourselves during 
the game were running up to Williams once the 
fi nal buzzer rang, asking him for his autograph 
like a pack of  little girls. 

I am not bashing anyone’s personal views. If  

you think these things go ahead and think them, 
I’m all for freedom of  speech, believe me, but 
don’t do it at a game dedicated to the memory of  a 
great man. It’s embarrassing not only for you, but 
for your whole town. Because of  the behavior of  
a handful of  vocal and ignorant fans, Cooper has 
a reason to view the city of  Buffalo as a bunch of  
racists, when we know that that is not the case. 
The memorial game is held each year to celebrate 
someone who was great; I believe that the way in 
which some fans conducted themselves did not 
do justice to his memory. 

While thinking of  Pat before the game, his 
wife Kim Sonju-Zrust and Head Coach Nick 
Guida expressed their views.

“It’s great for our family to have the 
opportunity to remember Pat in such a great 
way. To have so many friends and family come 
together for a basketball game would make him 
very happy,” said Sonju-Zrust.

“There is less pressure for this game,” said 
Guida. “Sometimes I get caught up in winning, 
but we’re playing a game and there are so many 
more valuable things. We’re very lucky.”

Too bad some students didn’t treat the 
annual celebration of  a great man  with this kind 
of  class.

Disrespect from basketball fans hurts Bison’s image
A small but vocal group cast a shadow on a meanginful Pat Sonju Memorial game

Orchestra overshadowed by band and choir
Student speaks out for the orchestra and the attention 
they deserve

Stories in the 
newspaper featuring 
outstanding band and 
choir students. Posters 
advertising upcoming 
band and choir concerts 
stuck on the walls 

throughout the high school. Music ringing 
in the air coming from the band and choir 
rooms nearby while you munch down that 
hamburger and fries during lunch. These are 
all things that represent the music program 
at the high school. Or, at least the band and 
choir parts of  it.

 Would you like to come to the orchestra 
concert next week? If  I asked this question to 
10 students, I bet at least three of  them would 
give me an odd look. “Wait...what? Our school 
has an orchestra?” That’s the response I have 
received before when I asked my friends if  
they wanted to come watch me play my violin 
at orchestra concerts the past two years.

 At our high school, you rarely hear of  
the orchestra and its musicians. Everything 
recognized about the music program usually 
only covers the band and choir aspects of  

it. This shouldn’t be the case. In orchestra, 
there are many outstanding musicians. Junior 
Tanner Bauman plays the Hardinger fi ddle (a 
Norwegian instrument) along with his violin, 
Junior Avery Holm has played her cello in the 
pit orchestra for musicals, and last year 2008 
graduate Amanda Oliver won an orchestra 
scholarship to attend Northwestern College in 
Minneapolis. Along with these accomplished 
musicians, the orchestra also has a wonderful 
director. Orchestra Teacher Kelly Karow is 
in her third year teaching at the high school. 
She has done good work helping the orchestra 
move a step up from where it was two years 
ago, and will continue that in the future.

The orchestra is different than the band 
and choir in many ways. The main difference 
is that the orchestra is made up of  all string 
instruments (violins, violas, cellos and basses), 
whereas the band contains wind, brass and 
percussion instruments. Another thing you 
may not know is that students from all grades 
are in one orchestra together, no matter what 
their level of  playing is. Unlike orchestra, the 
band and choir have Freshmen, Varsity, and 
Concert levels.

Being an orchestra student myself, it is 
annoying hearing of  all the magnifi cent things 
the band and choir have accomplished, and 
not hearing a bit about what the orchestra 
has done. Last year at the Region 2AA Large 
Group Instrumental Contest in Willmar, the 
Orchestra was awarded two Superiors and 
one Excellent. I wish the word about what 
an amazing orchestra we have at the high 
school would get out there and that people 
would actually stop and congratulate us on 
the things we have achieved. The band, choir 
and orchestra should all be recognized equally 
instead of  having band and choir dominate 
the music program.

 Next time you plan your weekday 
evening, why not take a chance at attending an 
orchestra concert? They happen four times a 
year, one each quarter. It’s always encouraging 
seeing new faces in the audience, as the 
number of  people that attend is usually only 
in the 40s. Of  course, the orchestra is still a 
work in progress, but it is improving every day 
and hopefully it will be as recognized as the 
band and choir at our school someday soon.

The memorial game is held 
each year to celebrate someone who 
was great; I believe that the way in 
which some fans conducted themselves 
did not do justice to his memory.

-Senior Miranda Cole

“ “

MIRANDACOLE

REBEKAHJACOBSON

BENKOLBINGER

Do you have something to say? 
Want to respond to The Hoofprint?
Write a letter to us or join the 
discussion online with the new 
hoofprint.net
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GIVING BACK
The National Honor Society is 

responsible for many of our yearly events, 
including Snow Daze, the Blood Drive, 
and Peer Tutoring. The group consists of  
about 150 upper classmen, all with a GPA 
of 10.0 or higher, and is lead by American 
Experience teacher Brigitta Rettmann.

“Our purpose is based on service 
and service projects to give back to the 
community,” said Senior Al Gutknecht. 

NHS members must volunteer 
30 individual hours, and 10 group hours 
helping out such as; raking leaves, bagging 
groceries, volunteering at nursing homes, or 
teaching a religion class at church.

“I get most of my hours by 
volunteering to teach tennis, the Rake-a-
Ton, and peer tutoring,” said Junior Robert 
Malmstein.

So when everyone is in the ‘slump’ of  
winter, between Homecoming and Prom, 
you can thank the NHS team for Snow 
Daze. In planning for Snow Daze the group 
decides what dress up days, and activities will 
be offered during Snow Daze. 

“The planning for Snow Daze is 
always crazy,” said Junior and NHS member 
Emily Marston, “But when the week 
actually arrives and we see the success, it’s 
worth it.” 

The NHS members also volunteer 
to help the Red Cross who come to collect 

blood from anyone who is willing to donate. 
Each pint of blood can save or improve 
up to three peoples lives, and NHS helps 
students to do that.

“I’m looking forward to helping out at 
the blood drive,” said Letsinger. “It’s a great 
cause and we are doing a lot of good.”

Peer tutoring is a new opportunity 
and service project for NHS this year, any 
student who feels like they are struggling or 
may need extra help are matched up with 
an NHS member to receive tutoring in any 
subject needed.

NHS is a very infl uential and valued 
group within BHS and the community. 
Without it we would miss out on many 
loved and valuable activities.

National Honor Society participants give back to the 
community through service

Students buzz about the spring musical, Les Mi-
sérables. Even though this classic is quoted in shows 
such as Family Guy and Scrubs, has over 30 songs, and 
has 50 cast 
members, 
most stu-
dents don’t 
know what 
it is. This is 
a show that 
has infl u-
enced our 
culture.   

“It’s a really huge show,” said Sophomore Mal-
lory Nelson. “It’s really complicated, intense, and a lot 
of work. But it’s going to be really amazing.” 

   Les Misérables is a dark musical. Some of it’s 
more sinister themes include war, suicide, abuse, and 
prostitution. The musical is completely sung, which 
means that singers, especially male vocalists, are essen-

tial.  
“We have the right kids to do it,” said Director 

Tracy Hagstrom-Durant. “You have to have a lot of  
boys and they have to be ‘man-boys,’ not wimpy boys, 
and they have to be able to sing and act.  We’re actually 

stronger in men than we are in 
women right now, and that’s a 
musical that requires that.”  

While performers are 
fi ne once they are on stage and 
in the spotlight, many audition-
ing students fi nd themselves 
quite nervous before they try 
out.  Even students that have 
been involved in theater before 

become nervous as they prepare to audition.
“I hate auditions!” said Nelson. “I get so nervous. 

I can’t sleep the night before the cast list goes up and 
I panic before the auditions because you never know 
what’s going to happen. It’s going to be nerve-wrack-
ing.”

Les Misérables was adapted from the book Vic-

tor Hugo wrote in 1862. It follows the intertwining 
stories between the cast members, as some fall in love 
and some fall apart.  The performances will be April 
23, 24 and 25. 

“Kids should know it’s not like other musicals 
they’ve seen,” said Sophomore Jessica Johnson. “It’s 
a darker musical and very sad. I think it’s good for kids 
to see plays like that.”  Kids should know it [Les 

Misérables] is not like other musicals 
they’ve seen. It’s a darker 
musical, and very sad. I think it’s good 
for kids to see plays like that.

-Sophomore  Jessica Johnson

“ Kids should “ Kids should “

it’s good 

“

it’s good 

Les Misérables Hits Theatre
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Upper Left: National Honor So-
ciety during a monthly meeting. 
NHS meets Wednesday morn-
ings once a month, while execu-
tive members meet weekly. While 
at meetings members go over an 
agenda and upcoming service 
opportunities. 
Above: Senior Sarah Ramsey 
bags groceries at Cub Foods. 
NHS members bag groceries 
at Cubs multiple times a year to 
obtain service hours, and all pro-
ceeds go towards the 877 Schol-
arship Foundation. 
Below: Senior Amamnda Burg-
dorf is acting a part during her 
audition for Les Miserables. Audi-
tions took place on Wednesday, 
February 18.

This month in 
activities...

“Our main goal of the 
redesign has been 
with hoofprint.net. 
We’re trying to make 
it easier for students 
to get news and the 
internet seemed to be 
the easiest way to do 
that.”
-Editor-in-Chief Brad 
Palmer

I’m going to state for 
BPA in March with 
Ashley Johnson. We’ll 
just be presenting 
our event, hanging 
out in the hotel, and 
meeting new people 
while there. I’m really 
excited.” 
-Sophomore Kaylee 
Korbel

“Our Child Soldiers 
Days are coming 
up the week before 
spring break. We will 
be presenting the is-
sue for a day or two 
involing aaa video 
days an surprise ac-
tivities.” 
-Senior Hannah 
Birkeland

“I’m a part of SSU and 
we’re getting ready to 
do the Eighth Grade 
tours on May 1. I’m 
looking forward to 
getting to know to the 
students and showing 
them around the 
school.” 
-Senior Phillip 
Briesemeister

“Our season just 
ended for Dance 
Team, and we placed 
third in conference. 
I’m proud of what we  
accomplished, and 
I’m going to miss it.”
-Sophomore Sarah 
Oliver

KAELIELUND
STAFF WRITER

Buffalo High School actors hit the stage for Spring Play auditions...

SADIEHOLLAND
STAFF WRITER
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Underwater World is more than a children’s aquarium. 
There is so much information that young children can not 
grasp. You see fi sh and other neat underwater animals from 
other places. While visiting Underwater World you have the 
chance to see more than 4,500 animals and participate in 
their “swim with the sharks program,” that allows you to 
swim in their biggest tank full of  different sharks.

You start out on the tour going through “Fishermen’s 
Hollow,” this is a pathway that contains fi sh from Minne-
sota. There are several giant catfi sh, six species of  turtle, 
180-pond alligator bar (that is found in southern United 
States), three additional species of  gar, four species of  
bass, lake and shovel-nosed 
sturgeon, common carp, small 
and large-mouthed buffalo, 
tiger musky, channel catfi sh, 
bow fi ns, walleye, and paddle 
fi sh among others in this area. 
At the end of  this exhibit you 
go to the start of  the tunnel. 

This is the part of  Underwater World that brings in 
the most people, it is 300 foot tunnel that showcases the 
two largest parts of  the aquarium, The Amazon Freshwa-
ter fi sh and Shark cove. The Amazon-Freshwater tank has 
82 degree water and contains arapaima, black pacu, Midas 
cichlids, fossil catfi sh, leopard catfi sh, leopard plocotamus, 
fl ag tails, silver dollars, and freshwater stingrays and others.

Shark cove is the third part that you will go through 
but the second in the tunnel. It is the largest part of  the 
aquarium 500,000 gallons and contains 56 different sharks.  

The next exhibit is the reef. Following is the Sea Crits 
of  Hollywood gallery, which has fi sh from the movies like 
Finding Nemo and Titanic. The next stop is the Circle of  Life 

where you get to touch live sharks and sting rays. 
As we got into the interview we wondered what would 

happen if  a fi sh got sick or hurt.
“A staff  vet comes in once a week, and is on call if  

we need them. It depends on whether the fi sh is sick or 
injured. Stress is caused by moving the fi sh around, too 
much stress can lead to death. Until the fi sh need to be 
moved into a holding tank, we keep an eye on them,” said 
Aquariust Carly Byrns.

In case of  a death, the fi sh is kept, and studied. This is 
called a necropsy, a fi sh autopsy. Aquarists try to learn more 
about the animals, they once got to study an octopus.

“An octopus has the brain development of  a three 
year old human toddler,” said John Sullwold, the Under-

water World marketing manager.
After the interview Sullwold and 

Byrns took us through the aquarium. As 
we entered the beginning of  the tunnel, 
our eyes immediately drifted to the ceiling 
only to be amazed that 1.2 million gallons 
of  water and all of  these fi sh could pos-
sibly be swimming above our heads.

While we walked through the tun-
nel with Byrns, she told us stories about all of  the fi sh. 
For instance, Jesse, one of  their bigger sharks, got aggra-
vated and chomped on a smaller shark.  

The turtles they have there, are owned by the govern-
ment and require yearly physicals.

In our tour we also were able to see the top of  the 
tank, the fi sh were 20% larger in person than through the 
glass so when we got to look down on them, we were 
amazed.

It was fun and entertaining for any age. We both had 
a great time and think that everyone should get a chance 
to see this.

For $50 you can stay in the • 
shark tunnel overnight
The park contains a virtual • 
reality ride
Underwater World is the largest  • 
underground aquarium in the 
World. 
There are nine different • 
programs for students to 
experience 

 Underwater World Facts

Above: 2008 Graduate Matt Rausch views the sharks at Underwater World. 
Many people who come to Minnesota for the fi rst time while on vacation choose 
to visit Underwater world just to see the famous glass tunnel and its 56 sharks. 

An
Exibit For

Adventure
  Students go behind-the-scenes at Underwater World.
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Prom is most student’s top priority when it comes to the end of  the school year. It puts a signifi cant 
amount of  pressure on both males and females. 

“Girls defi nitely have the most pressure because guys all look the same,” said Senior Danielle Dramen. 
“Girls stand out more with their dresses.”

Shopping for dresses is one of  the biggest parts of  prom for girls. On a recent survey of  50 senior girls, 
blue dresses took the majority of  the color with 28 percent. Then followed black with 18 percent, yellow with 
14 percent, and all other colors varied between two and   percent.

“I chose orange because I loved the style and it was the only color in that style,” said Dramen.

On average 34 percent of  senior girls spent 75-150 dollars on their prom dress.

“I ended up not spending a lot on my junior year so now I can spend more on my senior prom,” said 
Senior Andrea Sande.

Approximately 46 percent of  senior girls 
shared the expenses with their parents. Many 
people are beginning to fi nd trendy ways to cut 
back on expenses by sharing, borrowing, or 
bargain shopping for prom items and acces-
sories.

“I tried to save money by borrowing 
a necklace from my sister. I found that it was 
helpful to save money and I did not have to fi nd another necklace that matched my dress,” said Senior Randi 
Varner.

On a recent survey of  50 senior girls, 90 percent said that prom was worth the money despite the high 
costs. However, there are girls that think otherwise and would rather spend their money on something else.

“I don’t think prom is worth the money because there are so many other things I could spend my money 
on,” said Senior DeAnne Bechtold.

Although prom can be very expensive people do not seem to skip out on dinner. Before the dance, stu-
dents tend to show off  their dresses and dates with a nice dinner at a restaurant of  their choice.

When 50 senior girls were polled, 82 percent ate out at a restaurant.

“I ate at Russel’s with a bunch of  friends and had a great time,” said Sande, “It was the best salad I’ve ever 
had.”

Pressure is one of  the biggest stressors girls have to face when preparing for their prom night.

“Girls have more pressure because they want to look perfect for the big night,” said Varner.

After attending junior prom, girls have many opinions on what they may want to change for their senior 
prom.

“This year I am going to get ready with my friends and take pictures with them,” said Senior Brooke 
Habisch, “Last year, I followed my date.”

This year, prom will be held at St. Cloud State University on May 2 from 9-12. 

Clashing Perspectives
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“I don’t think prom is worth 
the money because there are 
so many other things I could 
spend my money on

-Senior Fib Bibble
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Girls defi nitely have the most 
pressure because guys all 
look the same. Girls stand out 
more with their dresses.

-Senior Danielle Dramen

“Girls “Girls “ With saving money, asking a 
girl to prom, and everything 
in between, it gets really 
hectic for guys.

-Senior Cameron Morey

“With “With “

in between, it gets really 

“
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.
Girls claim that prom is more stressful for them 
because of the effort put in to make the night 
perfect and memorable for years to come 

Boys claim that while girls are the ones worrying 
about looking good, they are the ones who 
pay and stress out about fi nding a date

Average Rented Tux - $70 & up 

Dinner average 
around - $50

Flowers  - $30-$50

Prom is most students top priority when the end of  the school year comes around. It puts a signifi cant 

amount of  pressure on both the guys and girls.

“Guys defi nitely have more pressure,” said Senior Bruce Manz. “We have to worry about all the plan-

ning with the car and paying for everything. It gets to be a lot of  stuff  we have to think about and girls just 

have to worry about looking pretty.

“With saving money, asking a girl to prom and everything else in between, it gets really hectic for guys,” 

said Senior Cameron Morey. “But in the end, I think it’s worth dealing with all that because it’s something 

you will remember for a long time.”

One of  the most common thought runing through a guy’s head when prom is brought up is fi nding a 

date.

“I was extremely nervous to ask Sarah [Ramsey] to prom last year,” said Senior Keenan Stangl. “I 

didn’t want to get rejected. So one day after school I went into her locker and left her a note with some roses 

and asked her to prom. The next day I was trying to 

act calm and relaxed when she came up to me and 

she said yes. It felt like a brick was lifted off  of  

my shoulders. Then I knew I had to get a tux.”

Renting a tux can range anywhere from 20 

dollars to a couple hundred. To keep costs down try 

to avoid the late return fees.

 “I got my tux in Maple Grove” said Senior Colton Carter “I went with a friend and it was pretty fun, 

but when i fi nally brought it back I had a lot of  extra charges cause I kept it so late on accident. So don’t for-

get to return your tux by the return date cause you will get a crap load of  fees.”

While most new prom goers think that going to a nice dinner makes the night even better, some veterans 

believe otherwise.

“Dinner cost an arm and a leg, don’t go to a fancy restaurant cause it’s not worth it,” said Senior Marky 

Fennig. “It’s smarter to just eat at a friends house or go to a reasonably priced place.”

“Saving money is hard to do now with the economy and eating at Natasha [Stahn’s] friends house with 

a bunch of  friends for dinner was pretty fun and something I will remember rather than just going out to a 

fancy place,” said Senior Erich Scheie.

For many years to come prom will be a tradition at Buffalo High School. A time for students to create 

memories with friends for a lifetime. 

“Guys defi nitely have 
more pressure. Gils just have 
to worry about looking pretty.           

-Senior Fib Bibble

“

to worry about looking pretty.           
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to worry about looking pretty.           
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ning with the car and paying for everything. It gets to be a lot of  stuff  we have to think about and girls just 
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said Senior Cameron Morey. “But in the end, I think it’s worth dealing with all that because it’s something 

you will remember for a long time.”

One of  the most common thought runing through a guy’s head when prom is brought up is fi nding a 

date.

“I was extremely nervous to ask Sarah [Ramsey] to prom last year,” said Senior Keenan Stangl. “I 

didn’t want to get rejected. So one day after school I went into her locker and left her a note with some roses 

and asked her to prom. The next day I was trying to 

act calm and relaxed when she came up to me and 

she said yes. It felt like a brick was lifted off  of  

my shoulders. Then I knew I had to get a tux.”

Renting a tux can range anywhere from 20 

dollars to a couple hundred. To keep costs down try 

to avoid the late return fees.

 “I got my tux in Maple Grove” said Senior Colton Carter “I went with a friend and it was pretty fun, 

but when i fi nally brought it back I had a lot of  extra charges cause I kept it so late on accident. So don’t for-
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believe otherwise.
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GIVING BACK
The National Honor Society is 

responsible for many of our yearly events, 
including Snow Daze, the Blood Drive, 
and Peer Tutoring. The group consists of  
about 150 upper classmen, all with a GPA 
of 10.0 or higher, and is lead by American 
Experience teacher Brigitta Rettmann.

“Our purpose is based on service 
and service projects to give back to the 
community,” said Senior Al Gutknecht. 

NHS members must volunteer 
30 individual hours, and 10 group hours 
helping out such as; raking leaves, bagging 
groceries, volunteering at nursing homes, or 
teaching a religion class at church.

“I get most of my hours by 
volunteering to teach tennis, the Rake-a-
Ton, and peer tutoring,” said Junior Robert 
Malmstein.

So when everyone is in the ‘slump’ of  
winter, between Homecoming and Prom, 
you can thank the NHS team for Snow 
Daze. In planning for Snow Daze the group 
decides what dress up days, and activities will 
be offered during Snow Daze. 

“The planning for Snow Daze is 
always crazy,” said Junior and NHS member 
Emily Marston, “But when the week 
actually arrives and we see the success, it’s 
worth it.” 

The NHS members also volunteer 
to help the Red Cross who come to collect 

blood from anyone who is willing to donate. 
Each pint of blood can save or improve 
up to three peoples lives, and NHS helps 
students to do that.

“I’m looking forward to helping out at 
the blood drive,” said Letsinger. “It’s a great 
cause and we are doing a lot of good.”

Peer tutoring is a new opportunity 
and service project for NHS this year, any 
student who feels like they are struggling or 
may need extra help are matched up with 
an NHS member to receive tutoring in any 
subject needed.

NHS is a very infl uential and valued 
group within BHS and the community. 
Without it we would miss out on many 
loved and valuable activities.

National Honor Society participants give back to the 
community through service

Students buzz about the spring musical, Les Mi-
sérables. Even though this classic is quoted in shows 
such as Family Guy and Scrubs, has over 30 songs, and 
has 50 cast 
members, 
most stu-
dents don’t 
know what 
it is. This is 
a show that 
has infl u-
enced our 
culture.   

“It’s a really huge show,” said Sophomore Mal-
lory Nelson. “It’s really complicated, intense, and a lot 
of work. But it’s going to be really amazing.” 

   Les Misérables is a dark musical. Some of it’s 
more sinister themes include war, suicide, abuse, and 
prostitution. The musical is completely sung, which 
means that singers, especially male vocalists, are essen-

tial.  
“We have the right kids to do it,” said Director 

Tracy Hagstrom-Durant. “You have to have a lot of  
boys and they have to be ‘man-boys,’ not wimpy boys, 
and they have to be able to sing and act.  We’re actually 

stronger in men than we are in 
women right now, and that’s a 
musical that requires that.”  

While performers are 
fi ne once they are on stage and 
in the spotlight, many audition-
ing students fi nd themselves 
quite nervous before they try 
out.  Even students that have 
been involved in theater before 

become nervous as they prepare to audition.
“I hate auditions!” said Nelson. “I get so nervous. 

I can’t sleep the night before the cast list goes up and 
I panic before the auditions because you never know 
what’s going to happen. It’s going to be nerve-wrack-
ing.”

Les Misérables was adapted from the book Vic-

tor Hugo wrote in 1862. It follows the intertwining 
stories between the cast members, as some fall in love 
and some fall apart.  The performances will be April 
23, 24 and 25. 

“Kids should know it’s not like other musicals 
they’ve seen,” said Sophomore Jessica Johnson. “It’s 
a darker musical and very sad. I think it’s good for kids 
to see plays like that.”  Kids should know it [Les 

Misérables] is not like other musicals 
they’ve seen. It’s a darker 
musical, and very sad. I think it’s good 
for kids to see plays like that.

-Sophomore  Jessica Johnson

“ Kids should “ Kids should “

it’s good 

“

it’s good 

Les Misérables Hits Theatre
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Upper Left: National Honor So-
ciety during a monthly meeting. 
NHS meets Wednesday morn-
ings once a month, while execu-
tive members meet weekly. While 
at meetings members go over an 
agenda and upcoming service 
opportunities. 
Above: Senior Sarah Ramsey 
bags groceries at Cub Foods. 
NHS members bag groceries 
at Cubs multiple times a year to 
obtain service hours, and all pro-
ceeds go towards the 877 Schol-
arship Foundation. 
Below: Senior Amamnda Burg-
dorf is acting a part during her 
audition for Les Miserables. Audi-
tions took place on Wednesday, 
February 18.

This month in 
activities...

“Our main goal of the 
redesign has been 
with hoofprint.net. 
We’re trying to make 
it easier for students 
to get news and the 
internet seemed to be 
the easiest way to do 
that.”
-Editor-in-Chief Brad 
Palmer

I’m going to state for 
BPA in March with 
Ashley Johnson. We’ll 
just be presenting 
our event, hanging 
out in the hotel, and 
meeting new people 
while there. I’m really 
excited.” 
-Sophomore Kaylee 
Korbel

“Our Child Soldiers 
Days are coming 
up the week before 
spring break. We will 
be presenting the is-
sue for a day or two 
involing aaa video 
days an surprise ac-
tivities.” 
-Senior Hannah 
Birkeland

“I’m a part of SSU and 
we’re getting ready to 
do the Eighth Grade 
tours on May 1. I’m 
looking forward to 
getting to know to the 
students and showing 
them around the 
school.” 
-Senior Phillip 
Briesemeister

“Our season just 
ended for Dance 
Team, and we placed 
third in conference. 
I’m proud of what we  
accomplished, and 
I’m going to miss it.”
-Sophomore Sarah 
Oliver
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Buffalo High School actors hit the stage for Spring Play auditions...
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Underwater World is more than a children’s aquarium. 
There is so much information that young children can not 
grasp. You see fi sh and other neat underwater animals from 
other places. While visiting Underwater World you have the 
chance to see more than 4,500 animals and participate in 
their “swim with the sharks program,” that allows you to 
swim in their biggest tank full of  different sharks.

You start out on the tour going through “Fishermen’s 
Hollow,” this is a pathway that contains fi sh from Minne-
sota. There are several giant catfi sh, six species of  turtle, 
180-pond alligator bar (that is found in southern United 
States), three additional species of  gar, four species of  
bass, lake and shovel-nosed 
sturgeon, common carp, small 
and large-mouthed buffalo, 
tiger musky, channel catfi sh, 
bow fi ns, walleye, and paddle 
fi sh among others in this area. 
At the end of  this exhibit you 
go to the start of  the tunnel. 

This is the part of  Underwater World that brings in 
the most people, it is 300 foot tunnel that showcases the 
two largest parts of  the aquarium, The Amazon Freshwa-
ter fi sh and Shark cove. The Amazon-Freshwater tank has 
82 degree water and contains arapaima, black pacu, Midas 
cichlids, fossil catfi sh, leopard catfi sh, leopard plocotamus, 
fl ag tails, silver dollars, and freshwater stingrays and others.

Shark cove is the third part that you will go through 
but the second in the tunnel. It is the largest part of  the 
aquarium 500,000 gallons and contains 56 different sharks.  

The next exhibit is the reef. Following is the Sea Crits 
of  Hollywood gallery, which has fi sh from the movies like 
Finding Nemo and Titanic. The next stop is the Circle of  Life 

where you get to touch live sharks and sting rays. 
As we got into the interview we wondered what would 

happen if  a fi sh got sick or hurt.
“A staff  vet comes in once a week, and is on call if  

we need them. It depends on whether the fi sh is sick or 
injured. Stress is caused by moving the fi sh around, too 
much stress can lead to death. Until the fi sh need to be 
moved into a holding tank, we keep an eye on them,” said 
Aquariust Carly Byrns.

In case of  a death, the fi sh is kept, and studied. This is 
called a necropsy, a fi sh autopsy. Aquarists try to learn more 
about the animals, they once got to study an octopus.

“An octopus has the brain development of  a three 
year old human toddler,” said John Sullwold, the Under-

water World marketing manager.
After the interview Sullwold and 

Byrns took us through the aquarium. As 
we entered the beginning of  the tunnel, 
our eyes immediately drifted to the ceiling 
only to be amazed that 1.2 million gallons 
of  water and all of  these fi sh could pos-
sibly be swimming above our heads.

While we walked through the tun-
nel with Byrns, she told us stories about all of  the fi sh. 
For instance, Jesse, one of  their bigger sharks, got aggra-
vated and chomped on a smaller shark.  

The turtles they have there, are owned by the govern-
ment and require yearly physicals.

In our tour we also were able to see the top of  the 
tank, the fi sh were 20% larger in person than through the 
glass so when we got to look down on them, we were 
amazed.

It was fun and entertaining for any age. We both had 
a great time and think that everyone should get a chance 
to see this.

For $50 you can stay in the • 
shark tunnel overnight
The park contains a virtual • 
reality ride
Underwater World is the largest  • 
underground aquarium in the 
World. 
There are nine different • 
programs for students to 
experience 

 Underwater World Facts

Above: 2008 Graduate Matt Rausch views the sharks at Underwater World. 
Many people who come to Minnesota for the fi rst time while on vacation choose 
to visit Underwater world just to see the famous glass tunnel and its 56 sharks. 

An
Exibit For

Adventure
  Students go behind-the-scenes at Underwater World.
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LEAHKOPPI & DELIALANGLAND
STAFF WRITERS 

“
States), three additional species of  gar, four species of  

“
States), three additional species of  gar, four species of  

An octopus has the 
brain development of 
a three year old human 

toddler
-John Sullwold

“
a three year old human 

“
a three year old human 



THE HOOFPRINT     26 FEBRUARY 200911 ACTIVITIES

With one competition 
left, Mock Trial is 
undefeated and 
feeling the pressure

KELLYKIERNAN

Left: Front Row: Lindsay Kappa, 
Allison Mustonen, Katrina Ran-
dal, Danielle Stevens, Alex Lar-
son, Elizabeth Rasset  Second 
Row: Kassandra Williams, Daniel 
Comstock, Lindy Jensen, Ken-
zie Haight, Zachary Marrandino, 
Alisha Cole, Beth Macnab  Third 
Row: Colm Macnab, Michael Port-
tiin, Graham Wyatt, Jacob West-
man, Michael Chenoweth, Charles 
Miller  Back Row: Madlyn Nones, 
Advisor Evan Ronken, Advisor 
Laurie Raymond, Delanny Freer
Above: Colm Macnab and Michael 
Chenoweth  swear in at the St. Mi-
chael trail
Above-Left: Grahan Wyatt and 
Michael Porttiin at the trail against 
school rival, St. Michael. The trail 
was help in the Bison Room this 
December.
Bottom-Left: Kassandra Williams 
also at the St. Michael trail

With an 18 – 0 season record, Buffalo 
High School’s Mock Trail team is only one 
competition away from their state tourna-
ment. The team won State in 2007, and mak-
ing it to state has been their goal for the past 
few years, but last year they fell short in round 
fi ve of  sections against St.Cloud Christian.

 “Last year we made it to regions and 
we lost by two points. This year we are playing 

the same team [St. 

Cloud Christian] for 
the title, and now the 
whole team is look-
ing for revenge,” said 
Senior Jacob West-
man.

 Since late 
October, the team 
of  10 practices with 

their coach, Laurie Raymond, in her class-
room, usually three days a week. But Mock 
Trail is more than their impressive record, they 
work very hard and push themselves daily to 
prepare for the case.

“Mrs. Raymond has a lot of  constructive 
criticism. She makes you work hard and is a – 
very good coach,” said Sophomore Michael 
Portttiin.

The team is also bonds together in and 
outside of  practice. They trust in each oth-
ers abilities and know each other well, which 
helps them while competing. 

“ E ve r y -
one has a really 
great sense of  
humor, and af-
ter wins we like 
to go to The 
House of  Lo 

and drink tea. The team as a whole is really 
tightly knit; you have your regular family, than 
there’s your Mock Trail family,” said Junior 
Lindy Jensen.

Mock Trial’s season has been full of  huge 
wins this year, and numerous perfect 10 scores. 
On February 19, the team competed against 
their own Buffalo Junior Varsity team, a 238 
to 217 win. The win puts them even closer to 
their dream of  reaching the state tournament. 

With the team’s yearly improvements, Mock 
Trial can only hope their continuous success 
remains the same.  

Their fi nal round of  sections will be at 
Thursday at 1:00, in Cambridge.

Pushing for 
State

NATASHASTAHN
ACTIVITIES EDITOR

The team as a whole 
is really tightly knit; 

you have your regular 
family, than 

there’s your Mock 
Trail family.

-Junior Lindy Jensen

“The team as a whole “The team as a whole “
family, than 

“
family, than 
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Anger, disappointment, 
but mostly embarrassment 
were the three strongest 
emotions that waved over me 
as I witnessed the Buffalo Boys’ 
Basketball team lose to the 
opposing Robbinsdale-Cooper 

visitors at the 9th annual Pat Sonju memorial 
game. I did not feel this strongly because we were 
losing, I felt this strongly because some of  the 
Buffalo fans were not losing with the class that 
they should have been.

Believe me, I am proud of  my school, but at 
that moment I was ashamed to be sitting beside 
these people. To be grouped in with people who 
were using racist and personal attacks against the 
opposing team in order to get ahead made me 
oppose my  own classmates.

I love going to games, but not once have 
I been to a game where fans have acted so 
irrationally. Was it because this team was so 
different than what we were used to in Buffalo? 
Was it because the minority on their team was 
white instead of  black for a change? Or maybe it 
was because this team was virtually unstoppable, 
only losing once so far this season…their Secret 
weapon being Rodney Williams, a high school 

student already recruited by the Minnesota 
Gophers. As I, with many others watched the 
Hawks warm up we were stunned by how 
effortless a slam dunk came to him. So why 
would we treat people who had such remarkable 
talent like they were nothing compared to us? 
What made us more superior?

Weeks have passed and yet I still fi nd myself  
contemplating why a school that has always 
represented its town  with class would do such 
a thing…I have fi nally 
narrowed it down to one 
of  two reasons.

One- You felt 
threatened. I don’t blame 
you if  this is the case. 
Copper is one of  the best 
teams out there and it is 
hard to go into a game 
feeling like the underdog. But, this is still no reason 
to resort to personal attacks in order to get your 
way. To tell you the truth, I’m sure this is one of  
the main reasons as to why we lost; Remarks like 
these ones create such a negative attitude on both 
sides of  the court that our opponents most likely 
strived harder to rack up another win in order 
to prove us wrong. And just a thought…if  you 

actually pay attention to free throws, it seems as if  
the times when the crowd boos and cracks jokes 
are coincidentally the times when the most points 
are scored against us as well. Think about it.

Two- You were jealous. Face the truth; you 
were a little bit jealous. Their team is amazing! 
They have a great line up, Williams leading the way. 
I know that during the warm ups as you watched 
him dunk the ball so effortlessly you were in awe, 
just wishing you could do something that well 

yourself. Maybe 
this was why 
as soon as the 
game started you 
felt threatened 
and had to 
use racial slurs 
and personal 
attacks to make 

yourselves feel like better people. Who knows, 
jealously is a little green monster that takes a hold 
of  us when we least expect it, and it was evident 
that you were jealous by the way that the same 
people who were embarrassing yourselves during 
the game were running up to Williams once the 
fi nal buzzer rang, asking him for his autograph 
like a pack of  little girls. 

I am not bashing anyone’s personal views. If  

you think these things go ahead and think them, 
I’m all for freedom of  speech, believe me, but 
don’t do it at a game dedicated to the memory of  a 
great man. It’s embarrassing not only for you, but 
for your whole town. Because of  the behavior of  
a handful of  vocal and ignorant fans, Cooper has 
a reason to view the city of  Buffalo as a bunch of  
racists, when we know that that is not the case. 
The memorial game is held each year to celebrate 
someone who was great; I believe that the way in 
which some fans conducted themselves did not 
do justice to his memory. 

While thinking of  Pat before the game, his 
wife Kim Sonju-Zrust and Head Coach Nick 
Guida expressed their views.

“It’s great for our family to have the 
opportunity to remember Pat in such a great 
way. To have so many friends and family come 
together for a basketball game would make him 
very happy,” said Sonju-Zrust.

“There is less pressure for this game,” said 
Guida. “Sometimes I get caught up in winning, 
but we’re playing a game and there are so many 
more valuable things. We’re very lucky.”

Too bad some students didn’t treat the 
annual celebration of  a great man  with this kind 
of  class.

Disrespect from basketball fans hurts Bison’s image
A small but vocal group cast a shadow on a meanginful Pat Sonju Memorial game

Orchestra overshadowed by band and choir
Student speaks out for the orchestra and the attention 
they deserve

Stories in the 
newspaper featuring 
outstanding band and 
choir students. Posters 
advertising upcoming 
band and choir concerts 
stuck on the walls 

throughout the high school. Music ringing 
in the air coming from the band and choir 
rooms nearby while you munch down that 
hamburger and fries during lunch. These are 
all things that represent the music program 
at the high school. Or, at least the band and 
choir parts of  it.

 Would you like to come to the orchestra 
concert next week? If  I asked this question to 
10 students, I bet at least three of  them would 
give me an odd look. “Wait...what? Our school 
has an orchestra?” That’s the response I have 
received before when I asked my friends if  
they wanted to come watch me play my violin 
at orchestra concerts the past two years.

 At our high school, you rarely hear of  
the orchestra and its musicians. Everything 
recognized about the music program usually 
only covers the band and choir aspects of  

it. This shouldn’t be the case. In orchestra, 
there are many outstanding musicians. Junior 
Tanner Bauman plays the Hardinger fi ddle (a 
Norwegian instrument) along with his violin, 
Junior Avery Holm has played her cello in the 
pit orchestra for musicals, and last year 2008 
graduate Amanda Oliver won an orchestra 
scholarship to attend Northwestern College in 
Minneapolis. Along with these accomplished 
musicians, the orchestra also has a wonderful 
director. Orchestra Teacher Kelly Karow is 
in her third year teaching at the high school. 
She has done good work helping the orchestra 
move a step up from where it was two years 
ago, and will continue that in the future.

The orchestra is different than the band 
and choir in many ways. The main difference 
is that the orchestra is made up of  all string 
instruments (violins, violas, cellos and basses), 
whereas the band contains wind, brass and 
percussion instruments. Another thing you 
may not know is that students from all grades 
are in one orchestra together, no matter what 
their level of  playing is. Unlike orchestra, the 
band and choir have Freshmen, Varsity, and 
Concert levels.

Being an orchestra student myself, it is 
annoying hearing of  all the magnifi cent things 
the band and choir have accomplished, and 
not hearing a bit about what the orchestra 
has done. Last year at the Region 2AA Large 
Group Instrumental Contest in Willmar, the 
Orchestra was awarded two Superiors and 
one Excellent. I wish the word about what 
an amazing orchestra we have at the high 
school would get out there and that people 
would actually stop and congratulate us on 
the things we have achieved. The band, choir 
and orchestra should all be recognized equally 
instead of  having band and choir dominate 
the music program.

 Next time you plan your weekday 
evening, why not take a chance at attending an 
orchestra concert? They happen four times a 
year, one each quarter. It’s always encouraging 
seeing new faces in the audience, as the 
number of  people that attend is usually only 
in the 40s. Of  course, the orchestra is still a 
work in progress, but it is improving every day 
and hopefully it will be as recognized as the 
band and choir at our school someday soon.

The memorial game is held 
each year to celebrate someone who 
was great; I believe that the way in 
which some fans conducted themselves 
did not do justice to his memory.

-Senior Miranda Cole

“ “

MIRANDACOLE

REBEKAHJACOBSON

BENKOLBINGER

Do you have something to say? 
Want to respond to The Hoofprint?
Write a letter to us or join the 
discussion online with the new 
hoofprint.net
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UPCOMING
EVENTSPresenting the Arts

May 28: 
Arts Finale

April 23-26: 
Spring Musical- Les Misérables

7:30 pm (PAC)

March 5: 
Choir World Music Concert

7:30 pm (PAC)

Art teachers have been busy collecting 
paintings, pottery, sculptures, and all kinds of  
art since the beginning of  the school year. Each 
teacher gathers art in their own respective areas 
of  expertise, with hopes that they can get one 
piece of  work from each art student just for the 
art show. 

“We are going to try to get at least one 
piece from each art student,” said Art Teacher 
John Gunderson. “It isn’t based on skill; we 
want everyone involved.” 

Senior Kelsea Kohler was in Painting One 
last year during fourth quarter, so any art that 
would have been entered into the show wasn’t 
done in time to be in the 2008 art show. She 
knew she wanted to be in art her senior year, so 
with some advice from Gunderson, she started 
taking pictures of  different scenes at different 
angles and views for the perfect picture to use 
for her painting.

“I have always loved art and art history,” 
said Kohler. “Gunderson suggested that I start 
with a still life painting, so this year I took 
pictures of  20 different scenes, and Gunderson 
narrowed it down to fi ve, then I had to pick one 
that I wanted to work with.”

Knowing that the art show is coming up 
on May 28, students are producing art intended 
for the show. 

“I am going to be in the art show this 
year because I was in Drawing One,” said 
Sophomore Olivia Haggerty. “I drew a picture 
of  my deceased grandpa only using the words 
of  a song they sang for him, ‘Fly to Jesus.’ I 
am going to make my grandma come to the art 
show because she doesn’t know I drew it of  him. 
When she sees it, she will stop and recognize my 
grandpa and start to cry. Hopefully because she 
is happy.” 

The art show is a time for the kids who 
have been working on their artwork to show it 
off  and let people know that there is some great 

talent here.
“I am constantly in awe of  the talent here,” 

said Art Teacher Jon Holtz. “I know students 
say that teachers have to say they have done a 
good job, but they really are great.” 

Although there is some real talent, it isn’t 
always recognized the way it should be. Out of  
70 students, 51 percent had no idea there was 
even an arts show.

“I went to the art show last year,” said 
Haggerty. “I like to see the artwork and what 
people can do, but they aren’t recognized the 
way they should be, like the athletes per se.”

Excited for the upcoming show, students 
continue to spend time and perfect their works 
of  art, and teachers are still searching for those 
who really decide to go outside of  the box. 

“It’s the Art Department’s time to show 
off  what we have done,” said Holtz. “It’s a great 
night for the parents and public to see the talent. 
It’s just a really fun night.” 

MEGANDOWNING
STAFF WRITER

Students and teachers prepare for the approaching 2009 
Art Finale art show this coming spring

ARTS FINALE

ARTSHOW:

DANCE:

CHOIR
CONCERT:

7:00pm

7:30pm

8:00pm

February 28: 
Tri-M Variety Show 

7:30 pm (PAC)

Thursday, 
May 28

with  More Class Than Kitsch
One Of A Kind Finds

D MARIES 
CONSIGNMENTS

Jewelry, Accessories 
& Seasonal Dresses

Now Taking and Selling 
Winter Formal, Prom, 

Wedding & Mother of Bride 
Dresses

D MARIES 
CONSIGNMENTS
763-291-8433
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Since the early 1960’s, Buffalo High School’s newspaper programs 
have been providing news to students and staff  at Buffalo High School.  
The newspaper has highlighted major events throughout the years and 
continues to supply important information to readers.  Since the paper 
returned in 2003, the mission of  The Hoofprint has been to be authoritative, 
aggressive, essential, caring, and creative as a leading source of  news and 
information for the students, staff, and faculty of  Buffalo High School.  
The 2008-2009 school year has been fi lled with change and we thought it 
was the appropriate time for a change as well.

We print our papers at The Journal Press in downtown Buffalo and, 
because of  the rapidly increasing cost of  paper, they’ve been forced to 
alter the size of  their paper. Due to the change, we were forced to alter 
a routine The Hoofprint has held for seven years. Rather than move our 
business elsewhere, we decided to take this opportunity to change the 
look and feel of  the paper. We’ve had the idea of  change in mind for 
awhile and with The Journal Press giving us an ultimatum it seemed like 
the perfect occasion to go forth with our ideas. We want the paper to be 
visually appealing to our readers while offering more news that appeals to 
a wider audience and hope that this redesign accomplishes that goal.

In addition to the physical changes of  The Hoofprint we have also 
modifi ed our website Hoofprint.net. The website was created three years 
ago with the same purpose as the paper—to supply important information 
to readers.  In contrast to the paper however, the website is being updated 
on a daily basis. This means that it’s more capable of  keeping students 
up-to-date with relevant school news than the monthly editions of  the 
paper. 

We hope the changes we’ve made are visible and positive and that 
the new look of  The Hoofprint will bring as much success to the school as 
before.
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A Redesigned Paper for a Redesigned School

The 2008-2009 school year 
has been fi lled with change and 
we thought it was the appropriate 
time for a change as well.
“ “

SoundBites Bites
“I’m glad that this is my 
last year, it was good 
but not as good as I had 
hoped for.”

“Next year is my last 
year. That’s a positive. 
I don’t like the way this 
school is heading.”

“We’ve got a new 
principal and he’s doing 
pretty well, so are our 
activities.”

“Danceline’s gone, I can’t 
believe all the stuff they’ll 
be cutting next year. It 
looks pretty bad.”

How would you rate your year at BHS thus far?

- Sophomore Hailie Grunwald

- Junior Luke Weinzetl

- Senior Luke Wahlstrom - Junior Greta Dahl

How has your year at BHS gone?

In which direction is District 877 heading?
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Eye of the Bison
Hoofprint Editorial

TANNERPALM

We asked 150 stundets in grades 9-12...



It is the longest-running Senate campaign in the nation.  
The race between Norm Coleman and Al Franken is still going 
on after three months. At fi rst it looked like Norm Coleman 
had the lead after the election. But his lead disappeared after 
the long recount. Al Franken went ahead by 225 votes when 
the recount concluded. But Norm Coleman has other ideas. 
He has fi led a law suit trying to get rejected absentee ballots 
included in the recount. Now, the already long election is going 
to take even longer to wrap up. 

While everyone waits the decision of  the judges, 
Minnesota only has one senator in Washington D.C. That 
means Minnesota is only getting one vote on the important 
issues facing Congress right now. This puts extra pressure on 
Democrat Amy Klobuchar because she is the only senator 
representing Minnesota at this time. 

“It’s just too much. It shouldn’t take this long,” said 
Sophomore Keenan Brown. 

This election has caused some extreme responses from 
students.

“It’s absolutely ridiculous that they haven’t fi gured this out 
by now,” said Sophomore Chuck Jacobs. “I think Coleman 
should just give it up to Franken so we can just get this over 
with.”

While some students have strong opinions about this 

election, most students have no opinion at all. When asked if  
they care about this election at all, 80 percent of  students said 
that they don’t care. Which begs the question, “Why should 
students care about this election?”

“Students should care about this election,” said Social 
Studies Teacher Devin Davidson. “These are the individuals 
who could be making decisions that affect their lives 
everyday.”

The fact is that both candidates care a lot about public 
schools, and helping make college more affordable for students. 
While in offi ce for the last 6 years, Norm Coleman helped 
increase Pell Grants by 97.5 percent. Pell Grants are given to 
low-income undergraduate students in order to promote access 
to post-secondary education. Coleman also helped decrease 
the cost of  college textbooks, and helped pass a law saying that 
federal loans will always be available for any student. 

According to Al Franken’s website, if  he turns out to be 
the winner, he plans on pushing a $5000 tax credit for students 
per year for up to 4 years of  college. Also, he plans to increase 
funding for public schools and increasing teacher salaries.    

This election has been dragged out over the last three 
months. It has caused a lot of  strong opinions, or no opinions 
at all. But there is no denying the importance of  the election, 
because students in Minnesota that plan on furthering their 
education will be affected by this decision for the next six 
years.    

JOSHHIGH
STAFF WRITER
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Decisions.
Decisions.

PUTTING YOU FIRST

You know the questions.

Do you have answers?

We can help.

msum.com A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System

Franken vs. Coleman The race for Minnesota’s senate seat continues

TANNERPALM
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You can have You can have 
the discipline of the discipline of 
regret or discipline discipline 
of pain. Either you  Either you 
wish you wouldn’t wish you wouldn’t 
have played that have played that 
way, or you can way, or you can 
work hard during work hard during 
practice and have  have  
it pay off in the 
end.

-Senior Michelle-Senior Michelle
Besemann 

“

“

Senior Zach Mellon, Track and Field 
Athlete of  the Year, signed a Letter of  Intent for 
the University of  Wisconsin, Madison February 
4, with the staff  lounge full of  onlookers. After 
signing the papers with his mom, Portia, Mellon 
was all smiles.  Recently, Mellon was on the 
cover of  ‘ESPN Rise Magazine’ and featured in 
a four-page spread dedicated to his achievements. 
Including, breaking the Minnesota’s State record 
for the half  mile and also fi nishing second place at 
the USATF Junior National meet.

 “It was pretty overwhelming being in ESPN 
Rise.  Doing the photo shoot was really fun and 
just seeing the magazine makes it really sink in 
with all the accomplishments that I’ve had on the 
track,” says Mellon.  “It’s weird to see it circulating 
in the school and seeing my face on the cover of  a 
magazine.  It feels kind of  awkward with the press 
because I don’t know what to say.  They expect to 
hear something great but I’m just a kid that has 
this God-given gift.  When I’m out on the track, I 
try to disassociate myself  from that.”

After signing the letter, Zach’s mom, Portia, 
step-dad, Don, and 3 brothers, Simon, Isaac, 
and Jared smiled for the cameras for the Wright 
County Journal Press.  The room was packed 
with members of  Mellon’s family, friends, school 
administrators, teachers, and press.

“My parents have been very supportive, 
not just fi nancially, but getting into the sport.  As 
much as it’s been a trip for me, it’s been the same 
for them too,” says Mellon.  “They get just as 
much out of  it as I do.  And it’s overwhelming 
too, because I have a full ride to Madison, not that 
money is everything, but not having to pay for 4 
or 5 years of  college lifts a big weight off  of  their 
shoulders and mine.”

For seniors in high school, picking out the 
right college is tough, but Mellon has a gift that 
many colleges want to have.  But the choice was 
all on him.

“I chose Madison because of  the coach 
and the whole recruiting process,” says Mellon. 
“I caught myself  paying attention to the coaches 
and the time that I spent with them.  I was 
basically looking for a relationship that I have 
with the current coach, Mr. [Dave] Knutson and 
I found that with the Madison coach.  They are 
just a phenomenal team and the school there is 
incredible.”

With all of  his accomplishments comes 
history.  Having the ability to be as fast as Mellon, 
makes some wonder how he realized he was so 
good at track and cross country.  According to 
Mellon, he found his talent on a whim.

“I’m a pretty spiritual person, so I have to 
acknowledge that God worked in different ways 
for me to join track,” comments Mellon.  “I had 

a little run in with my friend [Senior] Nathan 
Engfer and he said that he was faster than me and 
I said no you’re not faster than me.  We were really 
competitive so I said that I would go and join track 
to show that I can beat him.”

During the “younger days”, many kids have 
the dreams of  becoming an astronaut or the next 
Michael Phelps, but with Mellon, his dreams didn’t 
pursue athleticism.

“I didn’t think that I would be an athlete 
of  any kind or caliber.  In middle school, when 
I joined track, I hated running.  I didn’t even like 
track when I joined it,” states Mellon.  “But once I 
started racing, I liked it.”

“I remember in eighth grade when [Senior] 
Tyler Pierce and I would run the mile”, says 
Mellon, “we would try to get 7 minutes or less 
and we fi nally beat it with a 6:57 or something like 
that and Mr. [Ross] Mjelde said, ‘You guys have 
to come and try out for track with times like that 
you’ll be winning races.’  That was a complete lie, 
if  you were to run a time like that you’d get dead 
last.”

While attending Madison, Mellon would like 
to major in biology and is interested in helping 
people, so maybe physical therapy.

Mellon is truly living a high school seniors 
dream and embraces every second of  it.

“Overall,” says Mellon, “it’s been 
incredible.”

Letter of Intent
Zach Mellon signs with University of Wisconsin - Madison

Pen in hand, Senior Bruce Manz began 
signing his Letter of  Intent to play football for 
the University of  South Dakota on a full ride 
scholarship.

“B-R…” Head Football Coach Gerard 
Rohl encouraged.

 “What’s the rest of  it?” Manz asks causing 
the supporting crowd to laugh.

Manz received over a dozen offers including 
full rides to University of  South Dakota and 
North Dakota State University. University of  
Minnesota-Mankato was the fi rst to offer him 
a scholarship but eventually backed out after 
realizing they were up against bigger schools, 
lessening their chances.

“I taught religion at church that night, so I 
went and asked Erika Rhode to pray with me 
because I couldn’t decide,” said Manz. “After 
explaining the situation she told me that it seemed 
like I owed it to them. USD was the fi rst one to 
offer me the full ride. They were with me through 
the whole thing.”

Eventually making the decision, Manz 
picked up the phone and dialed the USD coach’s 
number, not knowing what he was going to say to 

him but informing him on his verdict. Recalling 
the next phone call to NDSU, Manz says telling 
them he wasn’t going to play for them was the 
hardest thing he has done in his life so far.

First joining football his seventh grade year, 
Manz admits he just went out and hit the nearest 
person. Five years later, that had all changed.

“Bruce called me up on a Sunday and told 
me I had to come to his farm, he had something 
to show me,” said Rohl. “I got to his farm and 
there he was, with these huge tires connected to 
chains, and he was pulling them around. [Coach 
John] Gunderson used the tires for conditioning 
the rest of  the season.”

After graduation this spring, Manz will head 
to Vermillion, South Dakota to act as a practice 
dummy for the Coyotes. Starting classes in the 
fall he will focus on generals with a possible 
double major of  education and agriculture. He 
will spend his fi rst year training to get stronger 
unt il offi cial freshman year for football.

“I don’t consider myself  good,” said Manz. 
“I have to keep striving to be the best. There 
is always someone better than me. My dad has 
always said to shoot for the stars.”

DANIKROLAK
SPORTS EDITOR

Making the Choice
Manz signs with University of South Dakota

PHOTO EDITOR
MATTEBELING

With the diffi cult decision behind him, Senior Bruce 
Manz signs a Letter of Intent with The University of 
South Dakota on a full ride. Manz received offers from 
over a dozen schools, making this process “the hardest 
choice I’ve had to make so far.”
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7:30-Boys
Bball vs.
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TBD-
Gymnastic 
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7:30-Boys
Bball vs.
Big Lake
TBD-State
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Track
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BHS
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Bball 
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Highview 
MS
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Administrators ponder a scheduling 
change in upcoming years
With a lack of money coming in, the district considers alternative 
options to the four-block schedule currently run at the high school

With budget cuts and lack of  funding, the administration is con-
sidering revamping Buffalo High School as you know it. A substantial 
issue on the table is whether or not to maintain the four block schedule 
or trade it for a less expensive alternative.   

The administration has made it clear that the four-block schedule 
currently used is a priority.  As of  right now, next year’s curriculum is 
built around the four-block schedule, but if  the State decides to cut the 
education budget to cover the six billion dollar deficit, the school will 
have to look drastically at how it schedules students. 

“If  our funding problems continue as far as failure to pass levies 
and the state not coming through with dollars for schools, that’s lead-
ing us toward something other than the block schedule,” said Assistant 
Principal Matt Lubben.  

Alternative schedule options include: three trimesters with five 
classes per day, a modified block schedule with skinnies (two 40 minute 
classes in place of  one block) or the traditional schedule of  six hours 
per day. Buffalo Community Middle School and the elementary schools 
in District #877 currently use a traditional schedule.  

These surrogate schedules require fewer staff  (staff  and faculty lay-
offs), which fundamentally makes them cheaper. They also offer fewer 
electives, which saves the district money. 

The obvious pro of  these alternative schedules is that they will save 
the school money. Traditional schedules like the six-hour day also allow 
for more material to be covered yearly. The cons, however, have staff  
and students alike questioning the possible change.

“An alternative schedule wouldn’t affect me because I will be gone, 
but my brother is going to be in ninth grade and I want him to enjoy the 
many benefits of  four blocks,” said Senior Nathan Engfer. 

Sixty-six percent of  students said they would not support an al-
ternative school schedule. The majority of  staff  said that they’d like to 

keep the block, but if  change was necessary, they would opt for the five 
hour day because it’s closest to the four block schedule. If  the school 
switched to a traditional schedule, that majority of  teachers felt their 
teaching styles would have to change as well.   

“Shortened hours would lead me to have less in depth activities, 
less homework assigned on a daily basis and less time for students to do 
work in class,” said Math Teacher Emily Greeley.   

Replacing the current four-block day with one of  the possible alter-
native schedules would give each teacher fewer students per class with 
more students daily. Class periods would be significantly shorter, but 
classes that are currently one semester would run for an entire year. 

“You cannot teach the same level of  high quality education with the 
traditional schedule,” said Social Studies Teacher Gerard Rohl. “[With 
four blocks] you can do two or three things in 80 minutes and finish 
them.”

Student Counselors advocated that four blocks allow for more 
scheduling options: a more flexible schedule with a larger variety of  
classes to choose from. The majority of  staff  said that a four block 
schedule promotes a calmer teaching and learning atmosphere. Students 
are not running from class to class, teachers have more time to prepare 
and increased time to get to know fewer students. 

“With a traditional schedule, I don’t know if  there will be time 
to review what you did yesterday, learn new material, practice it and 
answer questions,” said Math Teacher Stacy Eggers. “I would feel more 
rushed.”  

Principal Mark Mischke and a committee of  staff  are currently 
weighing the options to find what will best benefit the school, its stu-
dents and faculty. Ultimately, their decision depends on Governor Tim 
Pawlenty’s budget proposal.  

“I think the four block schedule is worth fighting for,” said Lub-

ben, “but eventually, you just can’t afford to do it.”

FRANCIEVARNER
STAFF WRITER

ALTERNATIVES TO FOUR BLOCKS
Three trimesters per year with 
fi ve classes a day

A modifi ed block schedule 
featuring “skinnies”

A traditional schedule of  six 
classes per day

     POSSIBLE NEW SCHEDULES

fewer teachers and staff

fewer electives offered

a less fl exible schedule 
with fewer classes to 

choose from

Teachers have more 
students per day

less cost to run

more materials covered 
yearly

potentially smaller class 
sizes

ProsCons

Monday’s School 
Board Meeting 
updates

Buffalo High School

Community

No Community Ed. Summer School

Need to cut $50,000 from city  
programs

Lifeguards at Pulaski Beach have 
been eliminated.

SPARK will have $20,000 cut from 
their program.  
The board is still considering other options. 
May look at other options

Elimination of  after school activity 
busses for 2009-2010 school year

Possibility that some students will 
have to walk to school next year.

Fourth annual 
Community 
Book Read 
The Community Book Read will be 
held Monday March, 16 in the PAC. 
The book is Touching Spirit Bear 
written by Ben Mikaelsen. There are 
still copies available in the library. 

5-6pm reception
6-7pm student led discussion 
groups
7-8pm Author Ben Mikaelsen 
presentation

MATTEBELING
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Bring in basketballs, softballs or baseballs to 
benefi t Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose schools!

New Pateints will 
receive a free fi rst day 
visit from March 16-21

MARCH MADNESS

Existing patients will 
receive a free adjustment 

on March 17th

Running fast, covered in sweats from head to toe, 
drenched with sweat, one foot after another, heavy 
breathing, exhausted. These are some things wrestlers 
go through to lose those extra pounds during the 
season.

“Once I had to cut 14 pounds before team 
sections,” said Junior Captain Timmy Ruter. “I had 
about 32 hours. What I did was I wouldn’t eat anything 
for two days before I weighted in. I’d also run a lot, at 
home, during practice, and during AAA. Cutting weight 
sucks. It was easy at fi rst because I wasn’t going down 
that far. Now I’m wrestling at 130 and it’s a lot harder.”

The boys’ wrestling team has a lot to live up to this 
year. Last year they had a winning season with 19 wins 
and 12 losses. They also went to state for teams for the 
fi rst time in 13 years. It took weeks of  hard work and 
long practices to get there.

“I think we should be able to make the section 
fi nals this year,” said Coach Paul Arens. “I think we 
have a solid shot at state too. With the season coming to 
an end, the team is peaking at the right time. We’ve been 
winning matches and been really successful.” 

A typical practice consists of  starting off  by 
practicing basic moves for 15 minutes, meanwhile the 
coaches observe and give the wrestlers suggestions 

how to improve their technique. Following that they are 
taught new moves. Afterward they either head out to 
the track or outside to do sprints. Next, they live wrestle 
for about 45 minutes. Practice is fi nished by doing 
conditioning. Usually they pick up a 45 pound weights 
and do squats, lunges, and curls. The wrestlers usually 
run more than lift weights.

“Practice is as hard as a college practice,” said 
Senior Captain David Baker. “I mean we work really 
hard, we get right down to business and wrestle.”   

Live wrestling during practice challenges the 
wrestlers and keeps them on their toes. It gives them a 
chance to go up against better wrestlers on the team. 

 “The live wrestling is the most important part of  
practice because it simulates a match and gives us more 
experience,” said Junior Tucker Vogt.  

The Bison wrestling team won their fi nal regular 
season home meet this year 52 to 18 against conference 
rival Zimmerman. The next meet is away vs. St. Cloud 
Tech, on February 28. In order for the team to get far 
this year, practice has been pushed on each wrestler 
incredibly hard. With the season coming to an end, the 
wrestlers are coming together strong to try and compete 
for the section title. 

“The team has done really good this year, we’ve 
had a few bumps on the road here, but it gives us a 
chance to prove ourselves again this year,” said Senior 
Bruce Manz. “We’ve worked hard in practice to get 
this far, and it’s paid off.”

Prove Yourself: will power to succeed
Wrestlers work hard to cut weight and compete at higher levels

RachelBennet

RachelBennet

CHELSEYALEXANDER, DILLONLYREK 
& CHUCKHERMES
STAFF WRITERS

Senior Zach Smith pins down Minnetonka opponent on 
December 19. Bison defeated the Skippers away 42-31.
Sophomore Shawn Worth and Sophomore Tanner Robasse 
mock a live match at practice to give team more experience.

2008-2009 Season at a Glance

I think the wrestler-coach 
relationship

I think the wrestler-coach 
relationship

I think the wrestler-coach 
 this year is pretty tight.  

I think the wrestler-coach 
 this year is pretty tight.  

I think the wrestler-coach 

The coaches know how to handle 
relationship
The coaches know how to handle 

relationship this year is pretty tight.  
The coaches know how to handle 

 this year is pretty tight.  

the wrestlers. The 
The coaches know how to handle 
the wrestlers. The 

The coaches know how to handle 
pressure to get 

back to 
the wrestlers. The 
back to 
the wrestlers. The 

state is there, just not as 
the wrestlers. The 

 is there, just not as 
the wrestlers. The pressure

 is there, just not as 
pressure to get 

 is there, just not as 
 to get 

strong as we thought it would be.  
back to 

strong as we thought it would be.  
back to state

strong as we thought it would be.  
state is there, just not as 

strong as we thought it would be.  
 is there, just not as 

All in all, it’s pretty 
strong as we thought it would be.  

All in all, it’s pretty 
strong as we thought it would be.  

relaxed
strong as we thought it would be.  

relaxed
strong as we thought it would be.  

-Junior Tucker Vogt

“

“

Regular Season Record:

Section Seeding:

19-8

3rd
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FASTFACTS
February 13 &14
The Valentine’s Day Dance 
was hosted by the track team.  The 
previous day, students received 
chocolate and/or fl owers during 
class. 
February 17
The Jazz Band Concert was 
held. “It was the best concert yet,” 
said Junior Garret Lee. 
February 20
The Staff Showcase took place.  
Teachers displayed their talents 
through singing, dancing, and 
juggling. All money was donated 
into the 877 Scholarship Fund.
February 23
Senior Privileges began. 
Privileges include the Senior 
Breakfast, Senior Appreciation 
Day, and the opportunity to leave 
school twenty minutes early.
February 23 
A Cell Phone & Technology 
Safety Seminar was  held for 
parents concerned about their 
children “sexting” others. 

On June 29, 2007 the Apple iPhone was released. With it, a multitude of  advanced 
technology all in the reach of  one simple click. On July eighth, 2008 the Application store 
for both the iPhone and the iPod touch was released. An application store on the iPhone 
gave the user access to a multitude of  applications for any desire. You can solve a qua-
dratic equation with three simple clicks, you have the access to a translator for language 
tests, there’s even a chemistry application that allows you to view the Periodic Table Of  
Elements and the individual information on each element.

Even before the iPhone there were problems with students cheating with tech-
nology. The instant messaging feature on Cellular devices posed a threat, causing some 
schools to ban cell phones from the grounds. Schools have banned any form of  iPod or 
cell phone from being used on any test or any in class assignment, but this hasn’t stopped 
most students from fi nding a way to get the answers from another source.                  

“I think it’s going to get harder for us to be able to use our iPods and cell phone,” 
says Sophomore Billy Longstreet. “We probably won’t be allowed to have in technology 
in school soon.”

COLMMACNAB
STAFF WRITER

Saturday, February 7, the Boys’ Basketball team took on Cooper High School 
for the Ninth Annual Pat Sonju Memorial Basketball Game. Pat was the former boys’ 
basketball coach before passing away unexpectedly in October of  1999. He is survived 
by his wife Kim Sonju-Zrust, who is a teacher at Buffalo Community Middle School, 
and his children, Avery and Cameron.

“It’s great for our family to have the opportunity to remember Pat in such a great 
way. To have so many friends and family come together for a basketball game would 
make him very happy,” said Sonju-Zrust.

The boys played a strong fi rst half, entering halftime with an 18-point lead. As 
the time ran down in the second half, Cooper came back, winning 57-51. Cooper is 
coached by Pat’s brother, making the game emotional for both teams.

“There is less pressure for this game,” said Head Coach Nick Guida. “Sometimes 
I get caught up in winning, but we’re playing a game and there are so many more valu-
able things. We’re very lucky.”

In Remembrance

MATTEBELING
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New technology raises ethical questions

DANIKROLAK & ALIKIERNAN
SPORTS EDITOR & ACTIVITIES EDITOR
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Custodians discuss what they go through each day within the halls 
of Buffalo High School

With sore feet and aching fi ngers the custodial staff  glance over the newly 
shined fl oors, knowing that tomorrow is the start of  a new day, beginning with 
the same chores that belong to students shameless disarray that was left the prior 
evening. 

When it comes to maintaining the building, custodians work four to eight 
hour shifts, fi ve days a week. A typical custodian’s workload consist of  emptying 
the garbage, sweeping the fl oors, putting up and setting down the chairs and 
tables in the lunch room, scrubbing the toilets and the bathroom fl oors. Outside 
work consists of  cutting the grass, cleaning windows, and shoveling the sidewalk/
parking lot. In addition, making sure that the high school is picture perfect, despite 
the diffi culty of  students littering, adds to their workload.     

After school there are apple cores, dirty napkins, and food scraps left on the 
newly cleaned tables. This behavior tends to continue during the home games 
with empty pop bottles, candy wrappers, popcorn bags, and fast food trash that 

fi ll the bleachers.             
“I think that 25 percent of  the students really appreciate what we do here, 

and another 25 percent don’t, and I can see this by the damage and graffi ti on 
the desk, plugged up bathrooms stalls, and left over garbage,” said Custodian Pat 
Pawlek, “Along with the typical comment, ‘ha, why do they care if  I make a mess, 
they get paid to clean it up anyway’, and the other 50 percent are completely 
oblivious.” 

Seventy-four percent of  fi fty students claimed to have left garbage on the 
table, fl oor, or bleachers not paying attention as to whom has to clean it up. 

 “I think that we take for granted the maintaining of  the building,” said 
Parking Lot Attendant Amy Johnson. “Sometimes I see a wrapper on the fl oor 
and I see students just walk right on by.”

Regarding the lack of  respect, the custodians continue to do their best to 
make the school a clean environment for us all.

MANDYSAMUELSON  
STAFF WRITER

The Custodial Arts

Morning Lunch End of the Day

I like showing them 
that just because I’m a girl 
doesn’t mean I’m weak and 
it surprises   most guys that I 
can beat them up the way I 
do.

“

Darian Givens

Custodian Richard Liefert takes out garbage in exchange 
for a new garbage bag.

Custodian Dave Poirier plans on wiping down the wom-
ens bathroom.

Liefert makes his way through the school to take out any 
garbage that he spots.

Darian Givens tells 
all on the life of 
being a girl boxer

Q: What got you 
initerested in the 
sport, boxing?

“

Q: How do the other 
guys react towards 
you being the one 
that they will be 
boxing?

Q: How do you feel 
when Darian goes 
into the ring when 
she is boxing?

Whenever Darian 
goes into the ring I get 
scared and my heart beats 
quicker when she gets hit, 
and I wonder if she's ok.

-Givens Mother Amy 
Gieszler

““

“

“ I saw boxing on TV 
my brother was watching 
it, and I started to try 
and imitate the boxing, 
my dad saw how into it I 
was and signed me up 
for it. Around age 8 I was 
placed onto the male  
team, because they didn’t 
have anything more 
advanced for me.
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-Take chairs and tables 
out
-Clean up after 
breakfast
-Shovel side-walk (if 
snowed/snowing)

-Fold chairs and tables 
up
-Sweep the wrappers 
and left overs
-Take the garbage out

-Vacuum the resource 
areas and classrooms
-Get all the garbage 
from all rooms
-Mop the fl oors for the 
cafeteria and hallways



Snow Daze2009

Above Top: Dressed as a Nurse and an English Teacher for Career Day, Juniors 
Sam Mailhot and Emily Anderson discuss the book The Lord of the Flies.  Above 
Bottom: Senior boys cheer on the Boys’ Team during the Monday AAA volleyball 
Challenge.  Top Left: Freshman Gina Nyberg guides Math Teacher Marcia Bauman 
through Wednesday’s AAA obstacle Course. Bottom Far Left: Senior Ben Stephens 
dressed as Inspector Gadget on Movie Character Day. Botton Middle Left: Seniors Al 
Gutknecht and Alex Buffi e dress as Neo from The Matrix for Duo Day. Bottom Right: 
On Duo Day Junior Bobby Person dresses as Mario.

“It’s cool, almost like battle of the sexes”- Senior Bruce 

“The obstacle course was really hard; I kept 
saying ‘right’ as I watched her turn left towards the 
audience. It was terrible.”
-Freshman Gina Nyberg

“I liked it this year 
because the dress up 
days were good for 
every one” -Sophomore 
Michael LaCroix

“We tried some new ideas, 
and a lot of those ideas were 
successful.” -NHS Advisor 
Brigitta Rettmann

“I was really hoping 
more people would 
get involved. Oh well, 
I guess you win some 
and you lose some.”
-Junior Sam Mailhot

Snow Daze

“It’s cool, almost like battle of the sexes”- Senior Bruce 
“I was really hoping 
more people would 
get involved. Oh well, 
I guess you win some 
and you lose some.”
-Junior Sam Mailhot
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Half-Full
Despite a year of economic hardship 

and district-wide budget cuts, students 

fi nd much to celebrate


